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HANDLING GRAIN IN THE NORTHWEST 


Rosert T. BEATTY 


west, from the time it is delivered 

by the farmer to the country eleva- 
tor until it is sold to the manufacturer or 
exporter at the terminal market, is an 
intensely interesting study. The manifold 
hands through which it passes on the way 
to the ultimate consumer forms a striking 
example of the complex but very efficient 
business system represented by the grain 
irade. The railroad, the commission mer- 
chant, the grain exchange, the terminal 
elevator, the inspection and weighing de- 
partments, and many others, while impor- 
tant in themselves, are only units in the 
general scheme. Yet the failure of any 
one of these to rightfully perform its or 
his duties will seriously interfere with the 
operation of the system as a whole. 

When grain is loaded into a car by a 
country elevator for shipment to a termi- 
nal market, a bill of lading is issued by 
the local railroad agent and a seal placed 
on the ear door. If what is known as a 
“straight bill of lading” is used, the grain 
is consigned to a commission firm and the 
bill of lading forwarded to it by mail. 
Title to the grain then passes to the com- 
mission firm in question, 

If an “order bill of lading” is issued, 
the shipper indorses the bill of lading 
with a notation to notify the consignee, 
attaches a draft to it for 80 or 90 per 
cent of the value of the shipment, and 
deposits it in his local bank. The bank 
forydrds the papers to its banking con- 
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nection at the terminal, and the consignee 
must take up these papers and pay the 
draft before it can get possession of the 
grain from the railroad. 

When a car of grain is consigned to 
the Minneapolis market, for instance, 
samples are taken by a representative of 
the Minnesota Grain Inspection Depart- 
ment, and also by an official sampler em- 
ployed by the commission merchant to 
whom the grain in question is consigned. 
The state department’s representative 
then closes the car door and seals it with 
a state seal, in place of the railroad seal 
which he had broken. 

Afterwards, if the buyer of the grain 
wishes to secure an additional sample for 
any reason, he employs a sampler to se- 
cure it, who must then affix a Chamber of 
Commerce seal to the car, in place of the 
state seal which he had to break in open- 
ing the car door. A complete record of 
all seals broken is kept, from the time 
the car is shipped until unloaded. 

Before the grain can be sold, it is 
graded and the dockage for foreign seeds, 
dirt, ete., is first determined by the state 
inspection department. Special appa- 
ratus in the way of scales, sieves, etc., is 
used for this purpose, the work being in 
charge of experts. 


Should the consignee be dissatisfied 


with the grading or dockage on grain, he 
has the privilege of asking for a rein- 
spection and, if still dissatisfied, can 
appeal to the Board of Grain Appeals. 

All weighing of grain in Minnesota is 
done by the state weighing department, 
which is under the jurisdiction of the 
Railroad and Warehouse Commission. 
When grain is sold and weighed, the com- 
mission merchant making the sale is re- 
quired by law to make returns to the 
country shipper within 24 hours, stating 
the quantity sold, price received and the 
name and address of the buyer. Commis- 
sion merchants at Minneapolis give bonds 
and operate under a license issued by the 
Railroad and Warehouse Commission. 

If a shipper should, for any reason, be 
dissatisfied with the returns made on a 
shipment, he can furnish the commission 
with a history of the transaction and ask 
for an investigation. In such case, the 
commission merchant making the sale 
would be required to submit his books 
and all records for the purpose of facili- 
tating such investigation. In this way, 
the state safeguards the interest of the 
country shipper at all times. 

When grain is sold at Minneapolis, it 
usually is ordered forwarded to an eleva- 
tor. The handling of grain in a modern 
terminal elevator embodies details of in- 


terest. The buyer notifies the elevator 
company that he has bought and ordered 
sent to its elevator such and such a car 
for cleaning, storing or transfer into 
another car for shipment. The reason ° 
for transferring grain at Minneapolis, 
that is, putting it through an elevator, is 
that the country shipper desires Minne- 
sota weights and grades. This enables 
him to get his money for the grain quick- 
er than if the car were ordered through 
to an eastern point without such transfer 
and weights. 

On receipt of the buyer’s order, the 
elevator company makes out a card speci- 
fying car number and initial, and what is 
to be done with the .contents—whether to 
store, mix, clean or transfer. This card 
of instructions is then sent down to the 
elevator. On receipt of the car at the 
elevator, the foreman will match his office 
instructions with the car number placed 
on track, and proceed to have the car 
spotted for unloading. 

When the car is for direct transfer, 
that is, to be put into another car for 
shipment to the East, it is spotted at the 
unloading pit of the elevator and is un- 
loaded directly onto a scale under the 
supervision of state weighers, and loaded 


_ out immediately from the scale to the 


outgoing car. 

After the outgoing car is loaded on 
track, the state department samples the , 
car for the out-inspection, the state 
weighers examine the car for leakages 





The Washburn-Crosby Co. Elevator in the Minneapolis West Side Milling District; Capacity 2,500,000 bus. 
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The New “Soo” Line Terminal Elevator, in Northeast Minneapolis; Capacity, 1,250,000 bus 


and, after the inspection is made, the car 
doors are closed and sealed and, the car 
carded according to destination. 

The elevator company delivers to the 
buyer of this grain an unloading notice 
at the time it is unloaded, and a loading- 
out notice, or what is commonly called a 
turn-over, when it is reloaded. This turn- 
over notice carries the same weights as 
the state sheets do and, bearing the sig- 
nature of the elevator company handling 
the car, is the railroad’s authority for 
issuing bills of lading for the forwarding 
of the car; or, if for a mill, it is the 
buyer’s authority for paying for the grain 
consigned to his mill for grinding. Both 
the loading and unloading notices are 
usually accompanied by state certificates 
of weight and inspection, if so desired. 

Where an elevator or industry is small 
and handicapped for trackage, it is cus- 
tomary to send the loaded cars directly 
to the railroad yards as soon as carded, to 
be held there at the owner’s risk until 
such time as he can furnish disposition. 

If the grain is to go into store in a 
“regular” house, it is put into a storage 
bin with grain of equal grade and qual- 
ity, under the supervision of the state 
weighers. If the grain is to be cleaned 
or mixed, it is dropped into a bin re- 
served for this purpose, and cleaned or 
mixed or handled, as instructed by the 
owner, and then loaded out. 

Grain not undergoing a direct transfer 
at any elevator loses its grade, and must 
be again regraded by the state inspec- 
tion department. In the case of a direct 
transfer, unless the car is badly “set-up,” 
it will carry the same grade as it had 
going in, because it does not enter the ele- 
vator proper, but goes straight to the 
scales and out again. All the time, it is 
under the supervision of the state weigher. 

A badly “set-up” car means one in 
which there is a half inch or more of for- 
eign seeds or dirt on the bottom, which 
cannot be reached by the probe in sam- 
pling the grain. Naturally, when such a 
car is unloaded, the seeds or dirt in ques- 
tion is discovered, and tends to lower the 
grade of the grain. 

When a car is spotted for unloading, 


the car doors, which are nailed securely, 
are opened as well as possible, and an 
automatic shovel put in at each end of 
the car, with a man to operate each 
shovel. As a rule, a car can be unloaded 
in 12 to 15 minutes. 

The state of Minnesota requires that 
cars be thoroughly cleaned after unload- 
ing. This necessitates a delay of three 
to five minutes, sweeping the car and 
getting out any grain that may have 
lodged in the car lining. 

In a modern, large grain elevator, in- 
stead of having a leg for each car, and a 
small pit loading directly into the leg, 
there is one big leg, operated by a belt, 
which runs under hoppers located under 
two, three and sometimes six, railroad 
tracks, These hoppers are so large that 
they will hold any: ordinary car of grain 
unloaded into them. Some of the belts 
have a capacity to carry 20,000 bus of 
grain an hour. With such a system, one 
can readily see what a saving of time 
there is between the modern and the old- 
fashioned elevator. ° 

The average work for one leg with one 
shovel is 15 cars a day. In a large termi- 
nal, with bigger pits and faster operation, 
this capacity is sometimes speeded up to 
20 cars a day per pit and leg. There are 
now several elevators in Minneapolis that 
can unload from 150 to 200 cars in 10 
hours. ‘3 

In the operation of the ordinary termi- 
nal elevator, where working steadily, it is 
considered good for one crew of unload- 
ers of three men to average, day in and 
day out, to the one leg, a car every 45 min- 
utes. In a few cases, this has been re- 
duced to 30 minutes, but it is unusual 
for this record to be exceeded. 

In addition to the unloading crews, the 
ordinary working-house will employ a 
number of men on the loading side and 
from three to seven or eight inside the 
house—foreman, house-weighers, sweep- 
ers, oilers and cleaning machinery men. 
The number depends upon the nature of 
the business done. 

Owing to the increase in the size and 
capacity of railroad equipment, many 
elevators designed to work fast 20 to 25 





years ago have had their capacity cut 
almost in two. In earlier days, a car 
could have been spotted at each unloading 
leg, but now, on account of the longer 
cars, they have to be spotted at every 
other leg in the older houses. In modern 
elevators, it is customary to make the 
legs 45- to 50-ft centers, whereas many 
of the old houses are built with 30- to 35- 
ft centers. 

Grain is weighed in a terminal elevator 
in two ways. Some houses use track 
scales; others hopper scales, located in the 
cupola of the elevator. Just which is the 
most satisfactory method is debatable, 
but most of the larger houses seem to 
prefer the hopper scale. 

Grain is usually cleaned to recover ex- 
cessive screenings; that is, take out wild 
oats, mustard seed, flaxseed, or wild seed 
which may have been harvested with the 
grain, and which have a commercial value. 
An extensive business has grown up in 
screenings and, in consequence, elevators 
are paying more attention to the grading 
of them than prone crib Each grain con- 
tains its own particular kind of screen- 
ings, and values are governed by crop 
and market conditions. 

Where grain is light in weight, it is 
sometimes. cleaned to take out the light- 
weight kernels to give it weight, and then 
mixed with heavier grain of the same 
quality to raise the grade. With the 
present high values of grain and the cus- 
tomary light docking by the state inspec- 
tion department, this operation is some- 
times disastrous, as the cleaning process 
takes out more grain, or screenings, than 
the state, as a rule, allows. 

In order to gain weight, grain is some- 
times clipped or scoured, and in the case 
of barley it is run over a needling ma- 
chine. Tough or wet grain is either 
cooled or put into condition, when it is 
possible to do so, by treatment through 
various fanning devices, turning over or 
extra elevation. The latter is accom- 
plished by letting the grain fall in thin 
streams from floor to floor in the elevator. 
This allows the moisture to evaporate 
and cools the grain. 

Various processes are used for cleaning 


grain in elevators. The common method 
is to run the grain over a series of sieves, 
with a fanning-mill attachment, the sieves 
being adjusted according to what it is 
desired to remove from the grain. This is 
declared to be the most satisfactory sys- 
tem, although many more elaborate ways 
have been introduced in the last 15 to 20 
years. 

All the modern terminal houses have 
dust-collecting machines in connection 
with their cleaning and grain-handling 
equipment. They are also equipped with 
processes for removing the dirt from the 
air. Without such, it would be almost 
impossible to see, on account of the 
cloud of dust. This dust has a commer- 
cial value for use as a filler in manu- 
factured feeds. In some of the older 
houses, however, the dust or sweepings are 
allowed to go to waste. 

The average invisible loss in cleaning a 
car of grain, once over a separator, runs 
about 90 lbs to the 80,000-lb car, through 
evaporation, dust, etc. 

An element that has only quite recently 
entered into the grain trade at Minne- 
apolis is the commercial drying of grain 
Owing to the increase in the growth of 
corn and coarse grain in the Northwest, 
the tendency is to increase the drying 
capacity at Minneapolis. Oftentimes it 
is necessary to dry grain to save it, or 
put it into condition for shipping. Most 
of the mills have equipment for treating 
tough wheat, but up to within the last few 


.years there was not enough damp or wet 


grain received here to pay the terminal 
elevators to install special machinery for 
treating it. 

An interesting feature of the grain 
business is the manner in which grain is 
kept insured while in elevators. A re- 
cent ruling by the board of directors ot 
the Minneapolis Chamber of Commerce 
makes it compulsory for buyers to pay 
the charges and the elevator companies to 
keep the grain insured until final settle- 
ment is effected. It is customary for 
elevator companies to carry co-insurance 
for 80 to 90 per cent of the value of the 
grain, at all times. 

(Continued on page 749.) 
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“This here British law,” said Old Dad Fetchit, 


River Roller Mills, “to make folks eat 
got all the shipstuff left into it ought 
3 Fo be a prett) fair test of the 
\ idea that Whole wheat bread’s 
VY more comfortin’ to the insides. 
Maybe it’s all right, too, 
‘_~but based on my personal 


experience, I'd say that ef I was a gamblin’ manI'd bet 
a leetle somethin’ that pretty much the hull country 
will have a ache in its middle ‘fore a week's past.” 








AT IT AGAIN 

It is impossible not to admire the mag- 
nificent persistence of the Cleveland, 
Ohio, oil, paint, varnish and stain con- 
cerns that, despite repeated exposures of 
their little tricks, continue to use the 
mails in the forlorn hope of being able 
to sell their products which lie unclaimed 
at a near-by station accumulating freight 
and storage charges. 

From Minnesota in the: West to New 
Jersey in the East, if these letters -are 
worthy of belief, barrels of this truck 
are roosting in the railway yards, wait- 
ing to be called for, and waiting in vain. 
It is no wonder that their trustful own- 
ers defer calling them home from their 
long and fruitless wanderings; the accu- 
mulated freight charges would be enough 
to bankrupt a national bank. 

It is wonderful how obliging and pa- 
tient the railways are in carrying these 
barrels from Cleveland to their vague 
destination, and holding them there, sub- 
ject to demand, or shifting them about 
from place to place. The Cleveland peo- 
ple must have a very strong influence 
with the railroads, thus to secure such 
exceptional treatment for their products. 

The Electric Paint & Varnish Com- 
pany is once more heard from in this 
connection, and the letter is again signed 
by L. P. Kearns. This is the same con- 
cern and the same writer mentioned in 
The Northwestern Miller of October 4, 
and it and he are at the same game. It 
is interesting to note that Mr. Kearns 
has been quite busy during the past few 
months. He requests that, in answering 
his letter, file 3,001 be referred to. This 
indicates, probably, that he has written 
this number of people beseeching them 
to buy a stray barrel. If each letter 
represents a barrel at a near-by station, 
and not an imaginary shipment, it fol- 
lows, logically, that three thousand and 
one homeless outcasts are roaming the 
country desperately seeking lodgment. 

This is an appalling situation, which 
calls for the attention of the government, 
perhaps the Post Office Department, 
which prosecutes fraudulent use of the 
mails. It is doubtless responsible in a 
large degree for the car shortage: all the 
cars that should be in traffic are engaged 
in hauling barrels of oil, paint, varnish 
and stain from Cleveland, Ohio, to con- 
signees who refuse to take them. — 

In this particular instance the letter is 
addressed to a baking company in New- 
ark, New Jersey; the barrel of “White 
Cemetite,’ which the original consignee 
cannot use “on account of having made 
certain changes in his plans,” is not 
there, of course, but at Trenton, New 
Jersey. 

The shipment was billed at two dollars 
and twenty-five cents a gallon, so Mr. 
Kearns says; “however, in order to make 
it an inducement for you to accept this 
shipment, we will make you a special 
price of one dollar and seventy-five cents 
a gallon, less all freight and storage 
charges, and, at the same time, giving 
you dating of February 1 on the bill.” 


Certainly this is most generous, and it 
would seem that any one needing a bar- 
rel of “White Cemetite” could not do 
better than close instantly with this ad- 
vantageous proposal, especially as Mr. 
Kearns says “it is necessary that this 
shipment should be disposed of without 
delay.” Unfortunately, however, no one 
seems to love “White Cemetite” with a 
.passionate devotion equal to the expendi- 
ture of one buck seventy-five centimes 
the gallon, or any fraction thereof. 

If “White Cemetite” is as bad as it 
sounds, it is no wonder it remains neg- 
lected and forlorn at a near-by station. 
The name is distinctly unpleasant. Some 
way, it suggests a white object drunk in 
a cemetery, although it may be signifi- 
cant of the barrel’s semi-tight condition. 
Obviously, the shipment must be drunk 
and disorderly to justify such a name. 

The Northwestern Miller would sug- 
gest to the Electric Paint & Varnish 
Company, of Cleveland, Ohio, and its 
accomplished letter writer, Mr. Kearns, 
that in sending forth letter number three 
thousand and two et sequitur, they 
change the name of their product to 
“Blue Flybynite” or “Green Buncolite,” 
or something equally appropriate. There 
may be a better chance thus ta sell it on 
its merits. As “White Cemetite” there 
is evidently no market for it. 

But soft! What new cry is this that 
reaches the ear just as this number of 
The Northwestern Miller goes to press? 
*Tis the voice of the Acorn Refining 
Company, Cleveland, Ohio, appealing for 
help to the Regan Bread Company, Min- 
neapolis. 

Mr. S. S. Sanders, writing in behalf 
of the former company, states that it 
has on hand at Mankato, Minnesota, one 
keg of “Cementseal Special White” and 
one keg of “Black Nusurface.” A prey 
to the malignant misfortune that appar- 
ently follows all shipments from Cleve- 
land, this one “arrived too late” for con- 
signee’s use, hence it is offered at fifty 
cents a gallon less than the original in- 
voiced price, “less all freight and stor- 
age charges,” the bill to be dated Feb- 
ruary 1. 

Here is another of those seductive 
Cleveland offers awaiting acceptance, and 
yet, although Mr. Sanders says “we are 
sure you can help us in this matter,” he 
appears to be mistaken, for the Regan 
Bread Company foregoes this unexam- 
pled opportunity, and contents itself 
with merely mailing the proposition to 
this office, indorsed simply, “Here is an- 
other of your friends !” 


*Mid stations and side-tracks, 
Where’er they may roam, 
Be it “Cementseal” or “Cementite,” 
There’s no place like home. 
A cut from the invoice 
May value it there, 
But, sought through the wide world, 
Finds ho welcome elsewhere. 
Home, home, sweet, sweet home, 
Be it “Cementseal” or “Cementite, 
There’s no place like home. 
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WASTED WISDOM 

Th¢ knowledge of milling pofsessed, or 
at least displayed, by various worthies 
connected with real or, imaginary civic 
associations is simply astounding. It 
seems a great pity that millers cannot, 
in some way, secure the invaluable serv- 
ices of these highly intelligent authori- 
ties, thereby to reduce the cost of pro- 
duction and thus meet the demand for 
cheaper bread. 

According to a press dispatch from 
Chicago, Miss Florence King, president 
of the “Woman’s Association of Com- 
merce” of that city, has made the dis- 
covery that the “public sacrifices nutri- 
ment in bread to appearance,” and that 
the ignorant flour-makers “mill the food 
value out in order to produce whiteness.” 
This is an astounding revelation, and 
Miss King ought to benefit science by 
demonstrating just how she would pro- 
ceed in order to “mill the food value” 
back again into the flour. No doubt she 
knows how it can be done. 

Instead of thus giving the benefit of 
her discovery to those who, would be 
able to make practical use of it, and 
would doubtless be glad to do so if shown 
the way, Miss King keeps her secret to 
herself, and has approached the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture seeking to “have 
flour included in the application of the 
new grain inspection act.” Cruel, cruel 
Miss King! 

Then, on the authority of the same 
dispatch, Mr. B. C. Roloff, director of 
the “United Charities” of Chicago, de- 
clares “experiments have shown that 
pigeons, chickens and white mice could 
not live more than three weeks on the 
high-priced white flour.” This may be 
true, but why should they? Why is it 
desirable, at present prices, to feed 
pigeons, chickens and white mice on 
“high-priced white flour”? It would seem 
that this was wasteful. 

It might humbly be submitted by th 
millers, with all due deference to Mr 
Roll-off’s superior wisdom; that when, 
they produce flour they are not endeav- } 
oring to supply an ideal food for pigeons, 
chickens and white mice, but rather food \ 
suitable for human beings. It may be 
possible that Mr. Roll-off’s gullet and in- 
testinal arrangements generally are built 
on the same plan as those of his little 
friends, the aforesaid pigeons, chickens 
and white mice, as obviously his brain is, 
but, in such case, he is exceptional and 
should consult a specialist, who may be 
able to prescribe a diet that will enable 
him to exist longer than three weeks. 

The celebrated Mr. Wall Nutt, and his 
equally illustrious daughter, Miss Hazel 
Nutt, were fortunate in discovering in 
time that they were constituted on the 
same general plan, both as to brain and 
stomach, as the interesting little crea- 
tures about whom Mr. Roll-off is so 
solicitous. They hastened without delay 
to substitute for the dangerous “high- 
priced white flour,” so fatal to their less 
enlightened and therefore less fortunate 
furred and feathered friends, a diet of 
chicken-feed, cheese and sand, and, as 
every one knows, are living and thriving 
to this day. Mr. Roll-off, of Chicago, 
would do well to follow their example. | 

It is evident, however, that he does not 
propose to do so. Instead he intends to 
take his chances on “high-priced white 
flour,” although fully aware of the dan- 
ger to those constituted as are the 
pigeons, chickens and white mice, in re- 
gard to their departments of the interior. 
Meanwhile, before his allotted span of 
life, three weeks, is gone, he proposes 
a reform in the process of milling, and 
promulgates a principle of mill-building 
unique in the history of that ancient 
craft. 

It is very simple. “If the expensive 
milling operation were cut out and the 
machinery junked,” says the learned Mr. 
Roll-off (or is it Roloff?), “the cost of 
flour would be decreased at once and its 
nutrition value greatly increased.” It is, 
most remarkable that of all the thou- 
sands of competing millers in the United 
States, each eager to reduce the cost of 
production, none of them should have 
discovered what the director of the 
“United Charities,” Chicago, has learned. 

The Northwestern Miller ventures to 
suggest to Mr. Roloff (or perhaps it is, 
after all, Roll-off) that he take his fel- 
low-citizeness, the cruel Miss King, 
president of the “Woman’s Association 
of Commerce,” by her lily-white hand 
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(assuming it to be such), and that to- 
gether they tread, as business partners, 
the path of joint endeavor toward their 
high ideal of food values; he and she 
milling, according to his new discovery, 
for the large and exclusive trade of 
pigeons, chickens and white mice, whose 
requirements they so well understand. 

Doubtless Mr. Wall Nutt and Miss 
Hazel Nutt, already mentioned, will be 
pleased to participate in the enterprise 
as stockholders, bringing to its support 
that large, influential and constantly in- 
creasing element in national life, the en- 
tire Nutt family. Branny McCann will 
be delighted to place the advertising for 
the Nutt Milling Company, which would 
be an appropriate name for the corpora- 
tion, in the New York Globe, at a reason- 
able rate, with his editorial indorsement 
thrown in without extra charge. 

Why waste wisdom in appealing to the 
Department of Agriculture and merely 
getting quoted.in press dispatches, when 
fame, fortune and the perpetuation of 
the generation of Nutts may be attained 
by simply applying superior knowledge 
to practical endeavor? Give the world 
the Nutt Milling Company, and emanci- 
pate humanity—built on the pigeon, 
chicken and white mice principle. 

DANGER IN INSPECTION EXTREMES 

There is a disposition, partly in the 
grain trade and partly in the milling in- 
dustry, to endeavor to make the system 
of federal supervision of grain inspection 
a sort of cure-all. No more serious mis- 
take, nor one more certain to bring the 
new federal service into disfavor, could 
be made. In the beginning of the new 
plan, present conditions should, so far as 
possible, be continued, and innovations 
introduced only as conditions prove their 
need, 

Inspection, especially of wheat, is, at 
best, nothing but an opinion about the 
grain inspected. The only certain test of 
the quality and value of wheat is the test 
of its manufacture into flour. All else, 
short of the most exacting laboratory 
analysis, is more or less speculative, and 
a matter of individual view. 

An inspector weighs a sample of grain; 
that is, in a sense, a specific test. Aside 
from that one item, the placing of a 
grade on wheat is a matter of variable 
human senses, scarcely more than a per- 
sonal opinion. Training and experience 
may develop the requisite senses to a high 
degree, but, after all, inspection, as now 
carried on and as it will continue to be 
carried on under federal supervision, is 
far removed from an exact science. 

Since this is true, the attempt to estab- 
lish hair-splitting differences between 
wheat types and wheat grades cannot pos- 
sibly be successful. It would merely in- 
crease the probabilities of error in inspec- 
tion, of appeals, and, worst of all, of giv- 
ing to wheat names and grades which will 
echo accurately in the prices received or 
paid for it but most inaccurately in de- 
termining its actual milling value. 

Certain millers who buy wheat largely 
in terminal markets are reported as de- 
siring minute differences in the color of 
some wheats recognized in the inspection 
standards. Apparently they hope, in this 
way, to insure getting a certain milling 
quality by merely purchasing wheat under 
specification that it must be officially 
graded as being of a certain color. Color, 
however, is not a true index of the milling 
worth of any wheat, and to establish color 
types would merely increase the factor of 
personal opinion in the inspection without 
real advantage to either the buyer or the 
seller. 

In other cases, certain millers favor 
establishing named grades based upon 
the locality in which the wheat is grown. 
This is manifestly unsound and unsafe, 
and if such type descriptions are to be 
undertaken, the inspection service can 
scarcely refuse to accord further local 
definitions, such as “Minnesota timber” 
wheat, “Rush County Turkey” wheat, 
“Wabash Valley prime red” wheat, and 
so on endlessly. Once the thing is started, 
every wheat grower and every farming 
community will have a right, and‘will not 
hesitate to exercise it, to demand the 
establishment of some particular defini- 
tion for the sort of wheat grown in a dis- 
trict or even upon a certain farm, to 
carry the possibilities to the last extreme. 

The interests of the grain trade and, 
even more, of the milling industry, re- 
quire that the movement of wheat be as 
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liquid as possible. Any sort of restric- 
tion of movement is opposed to the inter- 
ests of both, and perhaps even more 
opposed to public policy and sound eco- 
nomics. Wheat, as the basic food, must 
be free to flow easily and quickly where 
it will. Inspection which makes too fine 
distinctions, to localize the district of 
production or to give certain types a par- 
ticular grade value, is opposed to freedom 
of movement, and, to that extent, is op- 
posed to the interests of millers. 

The wise miller does not want to buy 
his wheat altogether upon the judgment 
of some distant inspector, however good 
it may be. He wants to buy it upon his 
own knowledge of wheat and its worth to 
him for milling. In the Southwest, he 
wants to draw from Nebraska, Kansas, 
Oklahoma or the Far West, according to 
conditions and his need; in the Northwest, 
he wants to draw from his own fields, 
from the Southwest or, in case of neces- 
sity, from the Pacific Coast; in middle 
states, he must have available all types 
and varieties of home-grown grain and all 
of the country to the westward, particu- 
larly such soft wheat producing territory 
as Colorado and Utah. 

Hair-splitting grade distinctions are of 
no value in this connection, and they are 
certain to lead to yet further hair split- 
tings, the whole tendency of which will be 
to impede the natural flow of wheat from 
the field, through the mills, to the con- 
sumer. 

Federal supervision of inspection holds 
great promise of correcting existing faults 
in grain-grading. Properly and sensibly 
established and administered, it will be 
to the advantage of the grower, the han- 
dler and the miller. Its promised bene- 
fits can, however, be rendered negative 
by an effort to make it a cure-all or an 
instrumentality .for trying to make a 
grade name, based upon human judg- 
ment, take the place of the sample and 
the final milling test of flour-making 
worth. 








MILLFEED TRADE QUIETER 


Close of Lake Traffic Lessens Business—Lack 
of Storage Room, Car Shortage and 
Foreign Buying Affect Market 


As is customary, the close of naviga- 
tion on the Great Lakes brings with it a 
lull in the demand for millfeed. In 9 
years out of 10, buying at this time of 
year is usually at low ebb. The eastern 
trade has taken advantage of the 50c ton 
lower prices, based on lake-and-rail rates, 
and is temporarily supplied. Such is the 
situation today. 

Conditions, however, in some respects, 
are vastly different from other seasons. 
Free storage room is no longer available. 
It costs 30@40c ton, per month, to store 
millfeed, and the fact that prices for the 
last two months or more have averaged 
$6@12 ton over a year ago has prevented 
speculative buying. For many weeks, 
mills generally have been restricting of- 
ferings of feed to mixed cars with flour. 
It is believed that jobbers’ holdings are 
not one-tenth of what they usually are at 
this date. 

The sensational advance during Octo- 
ber in all grades of millfeed, and recent 
further advances in red dog due to for- 
eign buying, were just as unexpected and 
surprising to the larger jobbers as to the 
smaller carload dealers. The jobbers un- 
loaded early on the rising market, and 
few of them had little left to sell when 
the top was reached. Since then, they 
have felt that it was extremely hazard- 
ous to do any speculative buying and have 
contented themselves with picking up 
small lots here and there. 

Mills are now understood to be catch- 
ing up with old orders, and are beginning 
to offer bran and standard middlings in 
straight cars again. This situation has 
been brought about by the scarcity of 
cars for eastern shipment. Every avail- 
able foot of space in mills is being used 
for storage and, to relieve the congestion, 
mills are being forced to load bran and 
standard middlings into Great Northern 
and Northern Pacific cars. Such equip- 
ment cannot be shipped to points east of 
Minneapolis. In consequence, mills have 
this feed on track for sale and are dis- 
counting prices in order to move it. It is 
predicted that, unless the car situation 
improves very soon, this distress feed will 
demoralize prices in the West. 

Some of the larger interior northwest- 
ern mills are also offering bran in five 
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and ten-car lots, with the result that job- 
bers have reduced their prices $2@3 ton 
from recent high level. 

Flour middlings apparently are as 
scarce as ever, and are held firm in price. 

Red dog, on account of export buying, 
is abnormally high and strong. For the 
time being, it is neglected by the domestic 
trade. Minneapolis mills and yg 
have recently sold a number of lots to 
London at prices ranging from $41.50 up 
to $48 ton, in 140-lb sacks, f.o.b. Minne- 
apolis. Cable bids on lots as large as 
20,000 bags have since been received at 
top prices for December-January ship- 
ment, but the scarcity of ocean space pre- 
vented acceptance. 

It is currently reported that some 
standard middlings have also been sold 
for export, but it is believed to be doubt- 
ful if -_ export business of importance 
will develop in middlings. Recent clear- 
ances from the seaboard, however, includ- 
ed one or two small lots of middlings. 

Were it not for the fact that ocean 
room is almost unobtainable, it is felt 
that a big export business might be done 
in mill oifal. Bran has recently been 
quoted in London at approximately $56@ 
57 ton, and middlings at $68@69. 

What future prices will be is very 
problematical. Everything, of course, de- 
pends upon the weather and the produc- 
tion.- The mild, open weather during the 
autumn has kept the consumption down 
to the minimum, feeders naturally con- 
serving their supplies on account of the 
high prices. Colder weather should en- 
courage heavier feeding. 

The production by Minneapolis and in- 
terior northwestern mills for the first 
three months of the crop year decreased 
very materially, in comparison with a 
year ago. At Minneapolis alone, the re- 
duction is estimated at almost 40,000 tons. 
This in part explains the reason for the 
searcity and high prices this fall. 

Should the production this winter con- 
tinue correspondingly light, there is no 
telling how high prices might work before 
spring. Some millers and jobbers ex- 
press themselves as believing that the top 
has not yet been reached. 

All feedingstuffs are remarkably high. 
Linseed oil cake and meal, like mill offals, 
are selling at the highest prices on record. 
Oil cake has been sold for shipment 
throughout the winter and spring at 
around $48 per 2,000 lbs f.o.b. New York. 
Western linseed mills have sold on the 
basis of $43.50, f.o.b. Minneapolis, for 
the same shipment. Oil meal is strong at 
$45 ton, Minneapolis, with domestic de- 
mand much below normal. 

Ground feeds, made of corn and oats, 
have declined a little, but are still re- 
markably high, selling in car lots, f.o.b. 
Minneapolis, at $36@37.50 ton, in sacks. 

Mill and elevator screenings are quoted 
at $14@22 ton, bulk, f.o.b. Minneapolis, 
but a little weaker undertone is apparent. 
Molasses feed, for which ground screen- 
ings form the base, is represented to be 
in brisk demand and strong at $39 ton, in 
sacks, at 10c rate points from Minne- 
apolis. 

The sale, within the last fortnight, of 
malt sprouts at $25 ton, bulk, f.o.b. Min- 


geapolis, is another illustration of the 


strength of all feedingstuffs. 

High points for millfeed at Minne- 
apolis to date have been: bran, $28 ton; 
standard middlings, $31.50; flour mid- 
dlings, $37.50; or dog, $48. 

Rosert T. Bearry. 





Farmers Demand Reciprocity 

Toronto, Ont., Dec. 11.—The grain 
growers of western Canada decided, at a 
recent convention in Winnipeg, again to 
press the government at Ottawa for re- 
moval of duties on wheat and flour in 
order to open the United States market 
to Canadian wheat. They further de- 
cided to ask all western candidates-at the 
next federal election to pledge them- 
selves to this and other proposals bearing 
upon the matter of freer trading arrange- 
ments. The reciprocity treaty of 1911 is 
to be revived, and its acceptarice advo- 
cated. 

These measures are only a part of the 
propaganda decided upon. Educational 
work will be actively undertaken through- 
out the West this winter, both platform 
and press being widely used. 

Farmers in all parts of the prairie 
provinces are to be asked to support only 
such candidates as are willing to vote for 
the measures in question, but no independ- 


ent political organization will be attempt- 
ed. It is felt that the best results will be 
obtained by influencing both the recog- 
nized parties in the manner proposed. 
As western Canada will have 52 mem- 
bers in the next federal house, most of 
them representing farming constituencies, 
there is reason to expect that if any 
considerable number of these members 
pledge themselves to the foregoing plat- 
form, the changes will take effect. 
. A. H. Bamey. 
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Flour Market D lized—Prices 
—Some Mills Withdraw from Mar- 
ket—Millfeed Weak 
[Special Telegrams to The Northwestern 
Miller—Quotations subject to confirmation.] 
Cuicaco, I1t., Dec. 12.—The embargoes 
on wheat and flour, together with the new 
rulings on advanced demurrage on cars, 
the scarcity of cars, and the excited 
wheat market, are the factors that have 
placed trading in flour at a very low level. 
Quotations are more unsteady than for a 
long time. Spring wheat patents are 
quoted at $8@8.25, jute. Southwestern 
95 per cent patents, $7.65@7.90, jute. 

C. H. CHa.ten. 


Boston, Mass., Dec. 12.—The market is 
in a demoralized condition today on ac- 
count of the break in wheat values. Some 
mills have withdrawn from the market. 
Quotations at the opening today: Minne- 
apolis patents, at $9.50; spring country 
patents, $8.75; special short patents, $9.85 
@10,—all in wood. Kansas _ patents 
ranged $8.25@8.80 in sacks. Millfeed 
dull, ‘with an easy tone. 

Louis W. DePass. 


Puivape.puti, Pa., Dec. 12.—The flour 
market is demoralized by the sharp break 
in wheat, and it is impossible to give quo- 
tations, as there are no buyers on the 
market. The trade generally looks for a 
reduction in mill limits of not less than 
25e bbl. Samuet S. Danrets. 


Sr. Louis, Mo., Dec. 12.—Due to unset- 
tled conditions in the wheat market, flour 
is depressed. Millers have reduced prices 
30@40c bbl from Saturday’s quotations. 
Millfeed slow; shippers out of the mar- 
ket, and only a limited local demand. 

Peter Deruien. 


Kansas Crry, Mo, Dec. 12.—Demand 
for flour is rather sluggish. Buyers are 
indifferent, on account of unsettled prices 
and the nearness to the holidays. 

R. E. Srerxrne. 


Baurimore, Mp., Dec. 12.—F lour nomi- 
nally 50c bbl lower, and demoralized on 
peace talk. Millfeed weak and neglected. 


Cuartes H. Dorsey. 





Holland Flour Tenders 

A cablegram received by The North- 
western Miller from the Netherlands 
Flour Importers’ Association, Dec. 6, 
reads: 

“Basis next government flour tenders is 
Chicago May option.” ' 

The date specified for the opening of 
tenders is Dec. 20, and the shipment is 
for seaboard in February. 





Heavy Export Clearances 
Flour exports from Atlantic and Gulf 
ports last week were unusually heavy,— 
468,000 bbls. ‘There were no very large 
items, the total being made up of many 
small ones. The largest were 80,000 bbls 
to Glasgow, 63,000 to Gibraltar, 51,000 to 

Italy and 49,000 to the West Indies. 





Market Breaks on Peace Reports 

Cuicaco, Iiu., Dec. 12.—(Special Tele- 
gram)—The first peace proposals that 
Germany has sent to the allies were an- 
nounced today. The news demoralized the 
markets by causing liquidation and bear 
pressure, breaking wheat futures 1114¢ 
from Monday’s close. 

Seaboard was in the market for cash 
wheat, but restrictions on shipments pre- 
vented business. Ohio millers bought 
15,000 bus here today on the break. Cash 
premiums relatively unchanged. 

World’s wheat stocks, Dec. 1, as com- 
piled by the Daily Trade Bulletin, were 
292,596,000 bus, against 246,005,000 last 
year. Increase last month, 15,881,000 bus, 
against 45,440,000 bus last year. 

C. H. Cuatren,. 





December 13, 1916 
THE WEEK’S FLOUR OUTPUT 


Production of Flour at Milling Centers—Per- 
centages of Activity of Mills Compared 
with Maximum Output 


The attached table gives the flour output 
at milling centers for the last two weeks, 
with comparisons, in bbls: Dec. 11 Dec. 12 

Dec. 9 Dec.2 1915 1914 
Minneapolis ...350,145 368,995 466,680 361,585 
Duluth-Superior 41,920 38,000 39,080 14,375 














Milwaukee ..... 6,500 4,000 24,500 14,500 

ROOMS ov sens 398,565 410,995 530,260 390,460 
Outside mills*..160,665 ...... 265,780 ...... 

Ag’gate sprg.559,230 ...... 796,040 ...... 
St. Louis ...... 34,350 32,500 33,600 33,600 
St. Louist ..... 46,500 46,000 47,600 51,000 
Buffalo ........ 122,200 120,400 161,200 119,450 
Rochester ..... 13,100 13,200 18,600 16,000 
Chicago ....... 23,500 21,500 23,500 14,200 


Kansas City.... 61,400 62,700 71,100 19,500 
Kansas Cityt. ..270,670 254,670 241,060 53,100 
Toledo ........ 27,200 30,000 43,700 ....., 
Toledof ....... 70,160 52,595 75,270 33,800 
Nashville** ....138,600 122,355 82,790 64,720 
Seattle ........ 22,700 19,870 31,000 75,300 
Tacoma ....... 52,460 37,150 33,110 26,325 


PERCENTAGES OF ACTIVITY 
The following table shows the percentages 
of activity of mills at various points. The 
figures represent the relation of actual week- 
ly output of flour, as reported to The North- 
western Miller, to possible output on full- 
time schedule, operating six days per week: 
Dec. 11 Dec. 12 
Dec. 9 Dec. 2 1915 1914 


Minneapolis ..... 67 71 §104 82 
Duluth-Superior .§112 $106 §109 40 
Outside mills* ... 54 50 90 74 
Average spring.. 65 66 95 77 
Milwaukee ........ 54 33 99 64 
Bt. ROU cc cccicrs 84 80 82 80 
St. Louist ........ 77 76 79 85 
WUD soc cesscyes 73 72 97 87 
Rochester ........ 65 60 93 71 
CHROMO ose cncias 90 78 90 66 
Kansas City....... 90 88 100 75 
Kansas Cityf...... 90 90 88 < 
BONGO - .ccccciedes 57 62 91 70 
WOOOOE. ccsvcceces 64 58 79 63 
Nashville**® ....... 62 74 71 60 
ee eee 55 48 76 55 
TACOMG 2 cvicccces 92 65 58 
Average ........ 74 65 94 7 
Minnesota-Dakotas 65 66 95 77 
Other states ...... 73 62 85 72 


Flour output for week ending Dec. 9 at 
all above points shows an increase of 9 pe: 
cent compared with week ending Dec. 2. 

*Minnesota, Dakota and Iowa mills, out- 
side of Minneapolis and Duluth. 

tFiour made by mills outside of St. Louis, 
but controlled in that city. 

tFlour made by group of Missouri River, 
Kansas and Oklahoma mills outside of Kan- 
sas City. 

{Flour made by central states mills, in- 
cluding those of Toledo. 

**Flour made by southeastern mills, in- 
cluding Nashville. 

§$Operating seven days per week. 





PATENTS ON VITAMINS 


Much-Discussed Vitamin Is Patent Medicinal 
Substance of Unknown Composition, 
Now Under German Control 


The following statement is issued by) 
Secretary Husband, of the Millers’ Na 
tional Federation: 

In connection with the discussion of 
the subject of Vitamins, it will be of in- 
terest to know that they are patent prod- 
ucts prepared for the cure of many dis- 
eases. On Dec. 7, 1915, two separate 
patents were issued to “Casimir Funk, 
citizen of Russia, residing at New York. 
N. Y., United States of America,” seria! 
Nos. 19,951 and 19,952; patent papers 
Nos. 1,162,907 and 1,162,908. 

It was Casimir Funk who first “dis- 
covered” and applied the term “Vitamin,” 
and in a broad way the patents attemp! 
to define Vitamins and control their 
manufacture for medicinal purposes. 
Among the chemical reagents mentione: 
in the specifications of the letters paten| 
for their separation are: alcohol, hydro- 
chlorie acid, ether, methyl-alcohol (woo: 
alcohol), benzine, phosphotungstic acid, 
barium hydrate, acetate of lead, hydrogen 
sulfid, as well as others. 

The letters patent state that “Vitamin- 
are of great importance in medicine”; 
they are, then, certain proposed medicina! 
substances. The letters patent also state 
that “exact chemical identification is no! 
possible”; they must then be classed as 
unknown substances. 

Those who advocate Vitamins shoul 
be informed that they are “unknown,” so 
far as their composition is concerned. 
They are supposed medicinal substance-. 
and their manufacture is proposed b) 
chemical processes under United State: 
patents 1,162,907 and 1,162,908, It is of 
further interest to note that both patents 
have been assigned by Casimir Funk to 
C. F. Béhringer & Séhne, of Mannheim- 
Waldhof, Germany. 
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GREAT BRITAIN’S 
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NEW WAR: FLOUR. 





Samples Specified to Regulate Color of Imported Flour—British Millers Meet 
to Discuss Government Standards — Formal Report Submitted — 
Question of Regulating Imports Considered in Detail 


Lonpon, Ene., Dec. 13.—(Special Ca- 
ble)—The food controller stipulates the 
following percentages of extraction from 
new-crop: wheats: No. 1 hard Manitoba, 
16; No. 1 northern Manitoba, 75; No. 2 
northern Manitoba, 73; No. 3 northern 
Manitoba, 71; No. 2 Chicago spring 
wheat (1915 crop), 72; No. 4 northern 
Manitoba (commercial grade), 70; No. 5, 
67; No. 6, 62. 

* 

Lonpon, Ene., Dec. 11.—(Special Ca- 
ble)—The British government has issued 
the following regulations regarding im- 
ported flour: (1) that North American 
spring wheat flour so imported is not to 
be whiter than a sample Ss 
straight-run flour manufactu in Glas- 
vow, at the time the imported flour was 
purchased, from North American spring 
wheat of a grade not lower than No. 3 
Manitoba; (2) that other wheat flour so 
imported is not to be whiter than a sam- 
ple representing _a straight-run flour 
manufactured in the ordinary course of 
business in mills of the district of port 
of entry ‘at the time the imported flour 
was pure . 

Semolina, not used for bread, can pre- 
sumably be imported. 

C. F. G. Rarxes. 


Toronto, Onv., Dec. 12.—(Special Tel- 
egram)—British regulations _ further 
changed to admit all flour of 76 per cent 
extraction and less quality as human 
food. This releases practically all the 
former export grades from this side. 

A. H. Batey. 


Lonvon, Ene., Nov. 28.—As announced 
by cable on Nov. 21, the British Board of 
‘rade has issued a milling order which 
fixes for the United Kingdom the per- 
centages of flour that must be extracted 
from wheat of various qualities. The 
schedule is as follows: 





Per cent 
Engliah ccccccscccccscccvccsccsceseseee 76 
Choice Bombay .....cccccccecveveeeess 78 
AUStraliaM ... cc ececccrccerccsessesseses 78 
Blue-BtOM 2... cece ccc ccrcecceseeceeeeces 76 
Walla Walle ..ccccccccvcccceccesesvecs 75 
No. 2 red we@tern .....cccecscceerseeee 76 
No. 2 red Wimter ....ccccccccccccccssecs 74 
No. 2 new hard winter (1916)..........- 76 
No. 1 northern Duluth .....-+eeeeeeeees 75 
No. 1 northern Manitoba (old crop).... 76 
No. 2 northern Manitoba (old crop).... 75 
No. 3 northern Manitoba (old crop).... 73 
Choice white Karachi .....+.+seseeeees 75 
Soft red Karachi .........e+0%-5 os eoeee 75 
Rosafe, SBID cicccviccecvvescceccesives 73 
Baril, 61 ¥peID 2. ccccccrccccrcscecccccses 74 
Barletta-Russo, 61Yg-ID 2.0... ecw ee eeeeee 74 


As soon as this order was made public, 
flour importers naturally were most 
anxious to know their status as regards the 
importation of foreign flour. The rumor 
had gone around that British millers 
were trying to bring influence to bear on 
the government to restrict the importation 
of foreign flour, and consequently a com- 
mittee of flour importers was appointed 
to call on the Board of Trade to present 
their case. Up to the time of writing, 
however, the government has not issued 
any order regarding the importation of 
foreign flour. It is thought that in all 
probability imports will continue as here- 
tofore, but the quality of the flour will be 
subjected to the same conditions as 
home-miilled flour, and also to a color test 
to be specified by the government. 


BRITISH MILLERS MEET 


An extraordinary general meeting of 
the National Association of British and 
Irish Millers was held today (Nov. 28) at 
the Cannon Street Hotel, between 300 and 
100 millers being present from all parts 
of the United Kingdom. Oswald Robin- 
son, president of the association, occupied 
the chair, and was supported by the vice- 
president, A. E. Humphries. 

In opening the meeting Mr. Robinson 
stated that, owing to his being a member 
of the Royal Commission on Wheat Sup- 
plies, practically all of his time was occu- 
pied with that work. He regretted that 
it was therefore utterly impossible for 
him to attend to the work of the associa- 
tion, and he had been obliged to ask the 
vice-president, Mr. Humphries, to under- 
ben the heavy responsibilities of his 
office. 

Mr. Humphries said he wished it to. be 


understood that certain parts of the pro- 
ceedings of the meeting were not to be 
made public. He said, however, that the 
document which had been sent only to 
the miller members of the association, 
accompanied by a covering letter that the 
document was to be treated as strictly 
private and confidential, could now be 
made public. 

From this document it appears that the 
British government asked the association 
to answer two questions: what would be 
the best practical method to adopt for in- 
creasing the yield of flour from wheat? 
and whether any alteration of the law in 
regard to mixing other flours with wheat 
flour is desirable. 

After due consideration had been given 
to these questions by a committee of 
millers and bakers appointed from vari- 
ous parts of the country, an answer was 
sent to the government, containing the 
following statements: r 

“The available flour in wheat varies 
according to the kind of wheat and its 
condition. On the average the yield by 
present methods is about 70 per cent. An 
additional 4 or 5-per cent can be obtained 
by the inclusion of low-grade flours which 
are at present either extracted separately 
or included in the offal. Any further 
extract would include the finest offals in 
the first place, and, later, branny particles 
more or less reduced. 

“The simplest and best method of in- 
creasing the yield is to require the pro- 
duction of a straight-run flour, which 
should include all the flour which can be 
extracted from the different wheats. 
Milling carried out in this way would 
produce a yield of about 76 per cent, and 
the baking qualities of the flour so pro- 
duced would not be materially. depreci- 
ated, nor would any serious modifications 
in the practice of baking be necessary. 
The adoption of these requirements would 
increase the yield about 8.5 per cent. 

“If it is considered essential to in- 
crease the yield still further, we think 
the milling of a straight grade of flour 
of 80 per cent would be possible. A part 
of this additional yield would consist of 
material which would have little or no 
nutritive value. At first, at any rate, it 
is probable that a large amount of bread 
baked from 80 per cent flour might be 
wasted, and such a great change in the 
character of the bread would, it is thought 
by some of us, be liable to cause serious 
discontent in some industrial districts 
where there is a great dislike to dark 
bread. A requirement that only 80 per 
cent straight-run flour should be pro- 
duced would increase the yield about 14 
per cent. 

“We have considered whether a regula- 
tion for securing an increased yield could 
be based, either wholly or partly, on a 
color test. Color, however, is not a cor- 
rect index of quality, and we do not con- 
sider that a regulation ‘based on color 
would be satisfactory. 

“In our view the regulation should re- 
quire the production of a straight-run 
flour of a particular percentage -of 
cleaned wheat, and we should suggest 
that at this stage the percentage should 
be fixed at 76, on the average. As the 
kinds of wheat milled by different mill- 
ers differ to a considerable extent, it is 
essential to fix, and vary from time to 
time, the proper percentage for each of 
the various kinds of wheat available, 
which would correspond to an average of 
76 per: cent. 

“In our opinion a small committee of 
millers should be appointed to advise the 
department concerned. The department 
charged with the iy oor of any regu- 
lation which may made should have 
power to call upon the millers for returns 
as. to the amount of each kind of wheat 
milled, and the amount of flour and offal 
produced, and for any information which 
it may require, and should, of course, 
have power of inspection of premises and 
processes carried on therein, and power 
to examine books and to take samples. 

“It may also be observed that if the 
miller includes in his straight-run grade 
the lower grades of flour which are at 
present extracted and used for other pur- 


poses, and this would be necessary to ob- 
tain a 76 per cent yield, some substitute 
must be provided. For example, during 
the hatching season—from the middle of 
February to the middle of May—a large 
volume of the lower grade flour has been 
used for chicken feed. A requirement 
that 80 per cent should be extracted as 
flour would involve the inclusion of the 
finer offals which are now generally used 
for the rearing of young live stock. 

“It would be unfair to our millers to 
impose conditions such as are indicated, 
while at the same time imported flour is 
allowed to come into the country without 
any restrictions. 

“It is suggested that the amount of 
flour which should be allowed to come into 
this country should be restricted to the 
amount which has come in during 1915, 
and that the flour should be used for the 
army. 

“In our opinion it is essential that im- 
ported flour should be placed under strict 
control, so as to prevent unfair competi- 
tion with our millers if their hands are 
tied. J 

“A further economy of wheat flour 
could be achieved if mixing with other 
flours were required. If the supply of 
wheat were to become so far curtailed as 
to necessitate mixing, we think it would 
be desirable to alter the law so as to per- 
mit the miller, as well as the baker, to 
undertake mixing.” 

DISCUSSION OF THE REPORT 

After this statement had been dis- 
cussed, the following resolution was 
passed unanimously: 

“This meeting declares its willingness 
to co-operate loyally in the furtherance 

(Continued on page 750.) 





NEW RAILROAD RATE PLAN 


Commission Recommends that Burden of 
Proof When Rates Are Raised Should 
Rest with Carriers, Not Shippers 


Wasuineoton, D. C., Dec. 11.—The In- 
terstate Commerce Commission has filed 
with Congress its annual report. It rec- 
ommends sweeping changes in methods of 
establishing freight and passenger rates, 
so that shippers may no longer be com- 
pelled to show a proposed rate unreason- 
able to prevent its becoming effective. 
Carriers seeking to alter a rate would be 
compelled to show the change was reason- 
able. 

The recommendation is “that by statute 
Congress fix the interstate rates, fares, 
charges, classifications, rules and regula- 
tions existing at a specific date, prior to 
that of enactment, as just and reasonable 
for the past, and provide that no change 
therein after that specified date may be 
made except upon order of the commis- 
sion, with provision that such statute shall 
not affect the proceedings pending at the 
time of enactment.” 

At present, tariffs proposing rate 
changes filed by the railroads become op- 
erative on a fixed date unless suspended 
by the commission. On this point the 
report says: “The necessity for flexibility 
in order to fairly meet rapidly changing 
industrial and commercial conditions is 
fully recognized, but the soundness of the 
theory of leaving each carrier free to 
initiate its own rates, and thus investing 
each of. them with the power to overthrow 
or seriously disturb an adjustment that is 
recognized as reasonable and fair by the 
overwhelming majority of the carriers 
and shippers interested therein, may well 
be doubted. 

“All rates, fares and charges have been 
open to complaint for a period of more 
than 10 years, within which the commis- 
sion had power to fix the future maximum 
rates. For a period of more than six 
years all proposed increased rates have 
been subject to protest and suspension 
before becoming effective. Obviously 
there should come a time when, as to the 
past, the general level of the rates and 
the relationship of rates should be fixed 
as reasonable. . 

“The adoption of such a plan as this 
would make it possible to apply the ener- 
gies expended upon rate controversies in 
the direction of constructive work for 
the future instead of expending them 
upon controversies as to reparation for 
the past, with every probability that in a 
majority of the cases the one who ulti- 
mately bore the charge will never be 
reached by the reparation.” 

1cHaRp B. Wartrovs. 
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ARGENTINE CORN THRIVES 


Heavy Rains Greatly Improve Crop Prospects 
—Official Estimate of Corn Crop Not Yet 
Made Public—Rain Just in Time 


Buenos Ares, Dec. 9.—(Special Cable) 
—The corn crop prospects have been 
greatly improved by much rain. 

W. J. Lame. 


Three weeks ago the condition of the 
corn crop was causing serious anxiety, 
Mr. Lamb cabling that the drouth had 
rendered the future of the crop problem- 
atical. Owing to this uncertainty, the 
official estimates presented by the min- 
ister of agriculture contained no definite 
statement as to the probable size of the 
crop. It was announced, however, that 
much of the area originally sown to lin- 
seed had been resown to corn. 


Argentine Crops 
Wheat, corn, linseed and oats crops of 
Argentina, by erop years, in thousands of 
bushels, as officially reported: 


Wheat Corn Linseed Oats 
278,428 -.cove 39,278 75,129 
168,468 338,235 44,308 67,261 
113,904 263,136 39,171 60,981 
187,391 196,642 44,486 75,783 
166,190 295,849 22,534 69,169 
145,981 27,675 23,424 47,192 
131,010 175,187 28,212 36,483 
156,000 177,000 41,291 68,600 
192,489 136,057 43,333 33,949 
155,993 71,768 32,502 12,400 








Ontario Has $1,500,000 Mill Fire 


Cuicaco, Iut., Dec. 12.—(Special Tele- 
gram)—At the general offices of the 
Quaker Oats Co., Chicago, it was stated 
this morning that the loss by fire en the 
company’s oatmeal and flour mill at 
Peterboro, Ont., is practically total. So 
far as can be learned, the loss of life does 
not exceed five employees. 

The fire occurred Monday morning 
through an explosion. Details are not 
given as yet. The sprinkling system was 
put out of commission by the explosion, 
and the mill and warehouse burned with- 
in an hour, leaving nothing but the grain 
tanks. 

The mill had a capacity of 1,800 bbls 
flour, 1,600 bbls rolled oats and a large 
quantity of cereal products and feed- 
stuffs. The loss is placed at $1,500,000, 
fully insured. 

Nothing can be stated as yet regarding 
rebuilding or purchasing property at 
come other location. 

C. H. Cuarren. 





Feed Plant Destroyed 


MitwavkeE, Wis., Dec. 11.—The dairy 
feed plant of the Charles A. Krause Mill- 
ing Co. was totally destroyed by fire on 
Friday night, with a loss to building and 
contents of about $100,000. The corn mill 
and poultry feed plant and two concrete 
elevators were not damaged, but contents 
sustained damage by water. The de- 
stroyed property was fully covered by 
insurance, and will be rebuilt. 

H. N. Wutson. 





Buffalo Plant Reported Sold 
Burrato, N. Y., Dec. 12.—(Special 
Telegram)—It is understood here that 
the Armour Grain Co., of Chicago, has 
bought the plant of the Buffalo (N. Y.) 
Cereal Co., and will operate it. 
E. BanGasser. 





Huge Washburn Elevator 

The Washburn-Crosby Co. has just 
completed its 2,500,000 bus of concrete 
storage at Minneapolis, and will have it 
in operation about Dec. 19. There are 44 
main tanks, holding 50,000 bus each, and 
combined with the smaller bins, they 
make up the total. These tanks are 118 
feet high. A picture of the new storage 
plant is shown on page 733. 

This plant is located below the com- 
pany’s mills, and to reach them a tunnel 
800 feet long and 7x10 feet in size has 
been constructed. Through this tunnel 
pass two 42-in belts, each with a capacity 
of 16,000 bus per hour, for transferring 
the wheat from the tanks to the second 
elevator of the company, or to the Wash- 
burn mills. There are 12 receiving hop- 
pers and 12 receiving scales, each with 
capacity of 2,000 bus. 

The legs in the old elevator have been 
lowered so that they can take wheat from 
the two belts referred to, or it can be 
carried farther on, to the mills direct. 

The cost of the improvements will ap- 
proximate $700,000, 
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The Minneapolis flour output last week 
decreased 18,850 bbls. The output (week 
ending Dec. 9) was 350,145 bbls, against 
466,680 in 1915, 361,585 in 1914 and 340,- 
550 in 1913. The capacity. in operation 
this week is practicaily the same as last. 
Mills are prevented from operating full 
capacity by the shortage in cars. In the 
corresponding week last year, Minne- 
apolis mills made 465,975 bbls. 

Flour sales by northwestern mills last 
week showed some shrinkage, and ran 
from 40 to 50 per cent of the output. 
The general weakness of wheat had its 
effect on buyers. The orders averaged 
small, and were from a wide radius. 
Bakers took rather more flour than job- 
bers, though neither made bookings of 
consequence. Family trade was only fair. 

Shipping directions are poor to fair. 
The great problem with mills is to get 
cars in which to ship their flour and feed. 
The operation of mills was considerably 
curtailed last week by the lack of cars. 
For instance, one 3,000-bbl mill was down 
Friday and Saturday from this cause. 
Its warehouse and every other inch of 
room was filled, and though having 25 
cars for urgent eastern shipment, it was 
unable to get the necessary rolling stock. 

The big break in wheat today resulted 
in a reduction of 25c bbl, and about 40c 
for the week. Unless the market should 
react, it is likely to discourage buyers. 
Those who have flour coming to them at 
higher prices will particularly feel the 
effect. However, up to date there have 
been practically no attempts to cancel. 

Late news as to the British regulations 
seemed to make it practicable for millers 
to sell their various grades of flour for 
export, the only requirement being that 
the quality should not exceed a definite 
standard. One sale of 10,000 bags of sec- 
ond patent was reported yesterday, it 
being surmised that the modified regula- 
tions facilitated the business. Sales of 
23,000 bags of red dog to the United 
Kingdom were also reported. 

A good many mills have first clear to 
offer, and with the demand limited, this 
means more or less accumulation of this 
grade. ; 

There is an improved demand for fancy 
clear, and mills are moving the current 
output of this grade more easily than in 
past weeks. 

Second clear, helped by recent export 
sales, is in good demand, with prices firm. 

Minneapolis and outside mills are ask- 
ing for standard patent a range of $8.30 
@8.90 per 196 Ibs in wood. 

a 

Millfeed is inactive; demand scattering, 
and wholly in mixed cars. While quota- 
tions are nominally unchanged, some mills, 
in an effort to relieve congestion, have 
loaded bran and standard middlings into 
cars that cannot be shipped east of Min- 
neapolis, and comparatively low prices 
have been accepted in order to dispose of 
such. It is said that bran has been sold 
at $25 and standard middlings at $28 ton, 
in 100-lb sacks, f.o.b. Minneapolis. In 
mixed cars, mills ask $26@28 for bran 
and $28@30 for standard middlings. 

It is feared that, unless the car situa- 
tion improves, prices in the West may 
become badly demoralized, on account of 
distress offerings on track at Minne- 
apolis. 

Eastern demand is very light. Buyers 
there, it is asserted, can supply their im- 
mediate requirements from transit ship- 
ments at 50c@$1 ton less than mills ask 
for prompt shipment. 

Red dog is strong and scarce. It is 


claimed that mills could easily secure $6 
@8 ton more for red dog for export than 
they ask in domestic markets in mixed 
ears with flour. Lack of ocean room, how- 
ever, restricts export sales. Bids have 
been received at around $50 ton, f.o.b. 
Minneapolis. 

Flour middlings are strong at $34.50@ 
36 ton, in 100-lb sacks, and red dog $42 
@44.50, in 140-Ib sacks. 


* MINNEAPOLIS MILLS IN OPERATION 


Of the 25 Minneapolis mills the fol- 
lowing 18 were in operation Dec. 12: 

Atkinson Milling Co. 

George C. Christian & Co.’ . mill. 

National Milling Co.’s mil 

Northwestern Ceaseiiteted “Milling Co., A, 
Cc and E mills. 

Pillsbury Flour Mills Co., 
coln mills, 

Russell-Miller Milling Co.’s mill. 

Washburn-Crosby Co., A, B, C, D, E, F 
and G mills. 

Yerxa, Andrews & Thurston’s mill. 


FLOUR OUTPUT OF OUTSIDE MILLS 
Special reports of 55 mills outside of 
Minneapolis and Duluth, with a total 
capacity of 48,950 bbls, show that in the 
week ending Dec. 9 they made 160,665 
bbls of flour (representing 723,000 bus of 
wheat), against 265,780 in 1915. 
Fifty-nve “outside” mills last week 
shipped 9,010 bbls of flour to foreign 
countries, against 14,725 in 1915. 


A, B and Lin- 


MIN NEAPOLIS-DULUTH WHEAT RECEIPTS 

Wheat receipts at Minneapolis and 
Duluth last week aggregated 4,806,000 
bus, a net increase over the preceding 
week of 62,000 bus. At Minneapolis there 
was a decrease of 63,000 bus, and at 
Duluth an increase of 125,000. 

For the week ended Saturday, Dec. 9, 
receipts of wheat were as follows, in 
bushels (000’s omitted) : 

1916 1915 1914 1913 1912 


Minneapolis ... 3,419 7,631 3,349 2,772 4,941 
Duluth ....... 1,387 3,784 1,114 1,802 1,704 
Totals....... 4,806 11,415 4,463 4,574 6,645 


Duluth, bonded 171 128 12 93 148 


Totals....... 4,977 11,543 4,475 4,667 6,793 

Elevator stocks at Minneapolis and 
Duluth on Dec. 9, in bushels (000’s omit- 
ted), were: 


1916 1915 1914 1913 1912 
Minneap’lis 11,483 6,777 17,211 17,166 14,826 








Duluth .... 4,467 2,506 8,137 9,514 3,438 
Totals....15,950 9,283 25,348 26,680 18,264 
Duluth, b’d’d 952 108 62 362 579 
Totals....16,902 9,391 25,410 27,042 18,843 


CROP-YEAR RECEIPTS 

Receipts of wheat in Minneapolis and 

Duluth from Sept. 1, 1916, to Dec. 9, 

1916, were as fo lows, with comparisons, 
in bushels (000’s omitted) : 


1916 1915 1914 1913 
Minneapolis .. 50,674 79,741 57,705 46,856 
Duluth ....... 15,677 72,404 46,752 48,356 


Totals....... 66,351 152,145 104,457 95,212 
Duluth, bonded 2,106 2,955 1,045 2,310 








Totals....... 68,457 155,100 105,502 97,522 
CAR SITUATION AT MINNEAPOLIS 


The car shortage is seriously interfer- 
ing with the operation of mills and ele- 
vators at Minneapolis. One company 
today has two mills closed on this ac- 
count. Others may be forced to do like- 
wise. Flour is piled high in every mill, 
and strenuous efforts are being made to 
avoid shutting down, mill operatives 
working under difficulties. 

It is not so much an actual scarcity of 
cars as it is that some roads prohibit the 
use of their equ oe for eastern ship- 
ment. These roads do not want their cars 
to go east, fearing they may be tied up 
indefinitely in the freight congestion. 

Loaded cars are accumulating in the 
yards at Minneapolis, and the congestion 
is more pronounced each day. Mills re- 
fuse to buy wheat in cars that cannot be 
reloaded with flour and feed, and those 
with wheat are increasing, tying up that 
much more equipment. Great difficulty is 


being experienced in switching trains to 
and from terminal elevators. 


F. 0. M. A, CONVENTION 


Officers and members of the executive 
committee of the Fraternity of Operative 
Millers of America have been holding 
meetings in Minneapolis the last two days 
laying out plans for the future, and par- 
ticularly arranging a programme for its 
annual convention, to eld in Minne- 
apolis June 4-8. 

Those present were: C. H. Barnard, 
Wellington, Kansas, president; A. H. 
Bahr, vice-president, Milwaukee;-J. A. 
Wells, Kent, Ohio, secretary; P. H. Law- 
son, St. Joseph, Mo; Charles O. Rieske, 
Dayton, Ohio; W. H. Corrie, St. Thomas, 
Ont; John Kraft, Minneapolis. 

As a Minneapolis committee conferring 
with the officers were: A. W. Strong, gen- 
eral chairman; O. F. Warnes, treasurer, 
and F. J. Clark, secretary. 

After a canvass of hotels the Radisson 
was made the headquarters for the con- 
vention in June. An outline was present- 
ed by the local committee as to enter- 
tainment, and comprehended features 
which will measure up to Minneapolis’ 
reputation as a convention city. 

The executive committee gave con- 
sideration to the matter of creating a 
clearing-house through which active mem- 
bers can be given technical information 
as to milling. The plan is to have the 
bureau open to operative millers who have 
practical milling problems to sdlve, and 
to it they can write for information and 
advice. The information so collected is 
to be put into a publication known as the 
F. O. M. A. Bulletin, and this is to go to 
the active members. It will be copyright- 
ed, and will not be open for publication 
or to outsiders. 

The executive committee emphasized 
the point that it wished the programme 
of the next convention to be largely made 
up of papers and discussions dealing 
with live, practical points about milling. 
It is designed to make this feature so 
much of a success that millers who are 
desirous of improving will feel it a privi- 
lege to give close attention to the pro- 
ceedings. 


WOULD DICTATE WHEAT PRICES 


Co-operation was the keynote of the 
Equity Exchange meeting in St. Paul 
last week. The farmers were told that 
if they stood together, they could dictate 
wheat prices to the millers. The meet- 
ing recommended that the state revise its 
laws to provide for the grading of grain 
on the basis of actual milling or con- 
sumptive value. Also to give to the 
shipper a prior lien on the membership 
of any member of an organized grain ex- 
change, to whom he might ship grain. 

A purse of $1,000 was raised to help 
pay off the mortgage on the home of the 
late George S. Loftus. 


LIDGERWOOD, N. D., MILL SOLD 

The 250-bbl mill of the Lidgerwood 
(N. D.) Mill Co., of which W. R. Movius 
was proprietor, has been sold to a co- 
operative company backed by the Society 
of Equity. Part of the plant consists of 
a municipal lighting system. 

The new owners will take possession 
Feb. 1. Mr. Movius had been in the mill- 
ing business at Lidgerwood for 26 years. 
Aside from his milling and grain inter- 
ests, he conducts a general store and is a 
banker. 

W. D. Movius, who has been manager 
of the company, will continue in that ca- 
pacity after the retirement of his father, 
W. R. Movius. 


CARGILL ELEVATOR TO BE ENLARGED 


The Cargill Elevator Ca., Minneapolis, 
will increase the capacity of elevator T to 
1,800,000 bus. Contracts have been award- 
ed for the construction of 20 additional 
concrete tanks to hold 1,000,000 bus. 
Work on the addition will begin as soon 
as the frost is out of the ground in the 
spring. In the meantime, the workhouse 
is being overhauled and new equipment 
installed. When completed, the plant will 
be modern in every respect. 

LOCAL AND PERSONAL 

V. V. Corbin, district sales-manager 
for the Pillsbury Flour Mills Co., is in 
Chicago. 

F. C. Thompson, the marine insurance 
and ocean freight man of Toronto, Ont., 
was in Minneapolis Dec. 7. 


Minneapolis millers agree that there is 
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little chance of second clear declining as 
long as there is an export demand for 
red dog. 

The eleventh annual convention of the 
Farmers’ Grain Dealers’ Association of 
Minnesota will be held in Minneapolis, 
Feb. 14-16. The Iowa association will 
meet in Sioux City Jan. 23-25. 

Exporters declare it is increasingly 
difficult to do business in the United 
Kingdom, because of the scarcity of 
ocean room. Virtually none is obtain- 
able for December-January shipment, 
and but little for February. 

J. F. Diefenbach, manager of the St. 
Paul Milling Co., which is building a 
1,200-bbl mill at St. Paul, Minn., will 
go East Jan. 2 to call upon the flour 
trade. The company will begin business 
immediately after the holidays, and is 
therefore open for eastern connections. 
William F. Kelm, formerly secretary, of 
the United Flour Mills Co., has been 
engaged as sales manager. 


MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT 


The mill at Donnellson, Iowa, which 
recently burned, is being rebuilt; ca- 
pacity, 50 bbls. 

The Long Prairie Milling Co. is cred- 
ited with the intention of building a 
100-bbl mill at Hawley, Minn. 

The New Prague (Minn.) Flouring 
Mill Co. is.building a nine-story grain- 
cleaning house, of re-enforced concrete 
construction. 

J. O. Pierce, head miller for the Barber 
Milling Co., Minneapolis, was operated on 
at the Northwestern Hospital Dec. 8, for 
goitre. His condition is favorable. 


TRANSPORTATION AND FREIGHTS 


EK. F, LeFaivre, who has been appoint- 
ed agent for the Frisco road, at Mil- 
waukee, will be given a dinner at the 
Minneapolis Traffic Club, Dec. 13. 

The Pennsylvania road has placed an 
embargo against shipments destined to 
points east of Pittsburgh, and the Erie 
road against shipments to points east of 
Marion, Ohio. The congestion at the 
seaboard is very acute. Freight is back- 
ing up, and sidetracks in New York and 
Pennsylvania are represented to be filled 
with cars awaiting unloading. 

Based on all-rail carriage to the At- 
lantic seaboard, through rates on flour 
from Minneapolis were today (Dec. 10) 
quoted, in cents per 100 lbs, for prompt 
shipment (14 days): To Aberdeen, 97.3; 
Amsterdam, 198.3; Baltic basis, 172.3; 
Belfast, 80.3; Bristol, 97.3; Christiania, 
172.3; Copenhagen, 172.3; Cardiff, I73; 
Dublin, 81.3; Dundee, 82.3; Glasgow, 
81.3; Hull, 117.3; Leith, 82.3; Liverpool, 
17.3; Manchester, 77.3; Marseilles, 153.55; 
Rotterdam, 197.3; St. John’s, N. F., 91.8. 


WHEAT IN THE NORTHWEST 


Deliveries of wheat on December con- 
tracts at Minneapolis to date aggregate 
630,000 bus. 

Wheat stocks at Minneapolis have in- 
creased 300,000 bus in three days. The 
total, Dec. 12, was about 11,783,000 bus, 
against 8,155,000 in 1915. 

Minneapolis mills last week ground 
approximately 1,575,000 bus of wheat. 
Receipts less shipments were 2,468,000 
bus, against 5,472,000 in 1915. 


Early bart wheat from the Pacific 
Coast could probably be worked in Min- 
neapolis at December price, but shippers 
ask 5c over. No sales reported for the 
week. 

Based on the close today (Dec. 12), the 
average prices paid to farmers at country 
stations in the Northwest were: for No. | 
northern $1.60 bu, for No. 2 northern 
$1.55, and for light-weight wheat $1.11. 


Minneapolis elevators are now so full 
of grain that, taking into account reser- 
vations made and -the working room 
required, they are unable to take much 
more. Considering the light weight and 
varying quality of wheat, more room than 
usual is used, because of a portion of it 
going into special bins. 


Hard winter wheat from the Southwest 
is meeting with ready sale at Minneapolis, 
since the cars in which such wheat arrives 
can be reloaded with flour and feed for 
eastern shipment. No. 2 hard Kansas is 
quoted at 2@5c over December; No. 2 
Nebraska, 4@1c under December; No. 2 
Montana, 4@2c under December. 

(Continued on page 749.) 
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THE BLESSING OF CAR SHORTAGE 

In their daily struggle with the prob- 
lem of securing cars, millers doubtless 
find it difficult to discover anything re- 
sembling a blessing in the present dis- 
tressing shortage of boxcars in the West. 
It is, however, coming more and more to 
be realized that the inability of railways 
to move wheat from the country is very 
likely to be a great boon to the Southwest 
before next harvest. 

It is certain that, had there been a 
plentiful supply of cars through all of 
the past several weeks, there would today 
be little wheat left in Kansas and Ne- 
braska, For three months country ele- 
vators have been filled to the eaves, and 
farmers’ wagons have been turned home- 
ward by the refusal of country dealers 
to buy their wheat at any price. Had it 
been possible to sell, few farmers would 
have been able to resist the temptation to 
get $1.75 for their crop, even if they had 
refused to sell at earlier and lower prices. 

But just when the temptation became 
most acute, the car shortage developed 
and shut off the opportunity to sell. As 
a result, Kansas farmers are holding 20 
to 25 per cent, possibly even more, of the 
crop, and the amount held back in Ne- 
braska is probably greater. In Oklahoma, 
where the movement was earlier and not 
so greatly interfered with by lack of cars, 
farm reserves are very small. 

As things now stand there is probably 
the equivalent of 75 to 90 days’ wheat 
requirements of Kansas interior mills 
held by millers and in country elevators. 
It is true that wheat may yet be some- 
what searce before June, but a running 
supply for the spring months seems as- 
sured, and thanks for this circumstance 
is due more to the lack of cars than to 
any other factor. 


THE MILLING SITUATION 


Last week’s stronger markets failed to 
stimulate demand for flour, and most 
mills reported trade quiet, or even slow. 
So far as could be learned, few sold the 
equivalent of current production, and 
many complained of very light bookings. 
Buyers, impressed by the great break of 
late November, were not equally im- 
pressed by the possibility of a full recov- 
ery, which might have been read into 


* last week’s show of strength. As a result, 


they took flour for current needs only, 
and usually they wanted shipment as 
quickly as cars could be had. 

The nearness of the holidays and the 
close of the old year doubtless contrib- 
uted something to the tendency to buy 
little and carefully. 

Prices were higher, although they ap- 
peared not to echo the full measure of 
the wheat advance. This is doubtless a 
result of the sluggish buying forcing 
millers to book new sales on narrower 
profit margins. A general basis for flour 
is around $7.80@7.95 jute, Kansas City, 
for straight or 95 per cent goods. Some 
buyers say they can get good 95 per 
cents from the interior at as low as $7.70, 
but, on the other hand, some strong mills 
are quoting at as high as $8.20. Patents 
for middle states jobbing and _ retail 
trade are quoted on a basis $8.70@8.90, 
cotton 14-sacks, Missouri River. 

Clears are not especially active. At 
the same time, there appears to be no 
present vressure to sell. Very fancy 
clears are bringing up to $7.60, jute, here, 
but fair qualities are mostly ‘selling at 
around $7.30@7.40, and ordinary grades 
are 20@30e lower than that. 


* * 


Millfeed is a quiet market, with prices 


just about steady. Offerings are not 
large, but demand is also limited. Shorts 
are in better tone than bran, and prime 
white shorts are strong, with very little 
offered. 

KANSAS CITY OUTPUT 


The output of Kansas City mills, repre- 
senting a weekly capacity of 71,100 bbls, 
with comparisons, as reported to The 
Northwestern Miller, is here shown: 


Flour Pet. of 
output activity 
EGGE WEEE ao ciccvevccuqess 61,400 86 
Week previous ............ 62,700 88 
WORF BHO cece scdencescseve 71,100 100 
TWO Years AZO .... ses seee 53,100 75 


SOUTHWESTERN OUTPUT 


The output of 67 mills in Nebraska, 
Missouri, Kansas and Oklahoma, outside 
of Kansas City, as reported to The 
Northwestern Miller, is here shown: 

Flour Percent- 


Weekly output age ac- 
capacity forweek tivity 
Last week ...... 288,120 270,669 90 
Week previous... 280,920 254,669 90 
VORP GS. s s.cccc8 272,820 241,062 88 
Two years ago... 259,230 220,926 85 


Export shipments by reporting mills 
were 9,362 bbls last week, 7,867 the week 
previous, 22,487 a year ago, and 28,680 
two years ago. 

Out of 67 mills reporting, 16 reported 
domestic business good, 21 fair, and 19 
slow and quiet. 


SALES OF “STANDARD” FLOUR 


A number of millers in the Southwest 
made sales of the new British standard, 
76 per cent extraction, flour last week. 
Prices realized were generally around 
55s. Orders booked were mostly for 
small lots, resulting from the desire of 
importers to secure samples and of mill- 
ers to get initial lots to the other side. 
Total bookings were probably 20,000 bags. 

While no mail advices are yet received 
giving explanations and instructions in 
detail, cable information is in sufficient 
supply so that millers in the Southwest 
feel that they understand just what sort 
of flour is wanted. Some of them pre- 
viously had an idea that a bkending of 
cheap clears and low-grades into a full 
straight, in sufficient amount to get with- 
in price limits, would serve the purpose. 

It is now known, however, that the flour 
shipped must actually represent the ex- 
traction of a definite 76 lbs of flour from 
100 lbs of wheat, and that the brown and 
gray shorts, or middlings, must be 
left in, in order to comply with the re- 
quirements. No actual white flour, no 
matter how produced or at what price 
sold, would, it is now understood, be ad- 
mitted under the government require- 
ments. Millers are, therefore, figuring on 
making a barrel of flour out of 4 bus 
and 18 Ibs of wheat, merely scalping off 
62 lbs of feed and letting the balance go 
to the flour stream. 

Cables regarding branding instructions 
do not all agree. Some importers have 
cabled instructions that sacks be marked 
with the mill brand and, in addition, the 
phrases, “Full Run—Government Stand- 
ard.” Others have requested a more com- 
plete branding, specifying that the flour 
contained in the package is-“76 per cent 
extraction flour from No. 2 hard winter 
wheat.” 

Millers have been in doubt regarding 
necessary formalities in certification to 
the extraction percentage. This was set 
at rest last week by cable instructions to 
at least one mill to include with its ship- 
ping documents an affidavit properly cer- 
tifying that the technical requirements 
had been sg og with in making the 
flour covered by the documents. It is 
understood that the 76 per cent is based 
on clean wheat rather than upon wheat as 
it comes from the car. This will, of 
course, insure a better flour. 

Experiments conducted with the 
“standard” flour have had variable re- 
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sults. Some millers say the loaf made 
from it does not amount to much, while 
others have succeeded in making a very 
satisfactory one. 


WHEAT WOULD LIKE MOISTURE 

There is some complaint from western 
and northwestern Kansas that growing 
wheat is beginning to show absence of 
moisture. It is probable that no damage 
of consequence has yet been done, but 
moisture would be welcome, not only in 
that district, but over the -entire south- 
western wheatfield, . 

Weather last week was fair and mild, 
even unseasonably warm, until late in the 
week, when a cold snap developed and 
temperatures went to below freezing. 


SUES FOR CAR SHORTAGE DAMAGE 
A farmers’ elevator company in west- 
ern Kansas has filed suit against the 
Union Pacific Railway for $51,000, 
claimed as damage because of the fail- 
ure of the railway company to supply 
cars for the shipment of wheat. The 
basis for fixing the measure of damage is 
not known, but generally the lack of cars 
for shipment has been tremendously 
profitable to country elevator operators, 
at least until the last few weeks. 


NOTES 

The Monarch Milling Co., Hutchinson, 
Kansas, recently announced an increase 
in wages of all employees amounting to 
15 per cent. The increased cost of living 
was the occasion for the advance. 

L. R. Hurd, president of the Red Star 
Mill & Elevator Co., Wichita, Kansas, 
accompanied by his family, is spending 
several days in town in conference with 
architects over plans for a handsome 
new home upon which work will be begun 
in the spring. 

H. Dittmer, manager of the Canadian 
Mill & Elevator Co., El Reno, and the 
Enid Milling Co., Enid, Okla., is con- 
fined to his home by sickness. He has 
been compelled to defer indefinitely an 
eastern trade visiting trip upon which he 
planned to start last week. 

The Colorado Milling & Elevator Co., 
Denver, Colo., operating about 25 mills 
and many elevators and other enterprises 
in that and other western states, has an- 
nounced an increase of 10 per cent in the 
salaries of employees, to be paid as a 
bonus at the end of each month. 

C. E. Williams, manager of the Hays 
City (Kansas) Milling & Elevator Co., 
who was here late in the week, says that 
there is probably 20 to 25 per cent of 
wheat left in farmers’ hands in that dis- 
trict, but that further west the propor- 
tion is larger. Many holders would like 
to sell, but country elevators are full and 
their operators will buy wagon wheat 
only as they are able to get cars for 
shipment. Farmers are getting $1.60. 


WICHITA 

The flour situation in this territory is 
characterized as being entirely satisfac- 
tory to a majority of the mills. Last 
week’s sales were of fair proportions. 
Some of the larger mills report having 
sold more than their capacity. The small- 
er mills report only a fair business, but 
it was large enough to satisfy them. Ina 
general way southwestern mills have 
adopted a conservative policy in booking 
flour for long-time shipment. Most are 
booked well into January, and are satis- 
fied to take care of their regular trade in 
preference to pressing their product on 
the market. 

Millfeed values were a shade easier, 
but demand was sufficient to take care of 
output. Range of values, as indicated by 
reports received from leading southern 
Kansas and Oklahoma mills, are as fol- 
lows: best Kansas hard wheat flour, $9.20 
@9.30; straight bran, $1.40@1.45; mill- 
run bran, $1.50@1.55; gray shorts, $1.65 
@1.75,—in straight or mixed cars, basis 
Missouri River rates. Oklahoma mills 
report $1.60 for mill-run bran. 

* * 

The cash wheat market did not show 
much change. Demand, while only fair, 
was broad enough to take care of current 
receipts. Local mills were best buyers; 
other interests being in the market only 
to a moderate extent. Receipts, 227 cars, 
against 272 previous week. Range of 
sales: No. 2 hard, $1.74@1.82; No. 3 hard, 
$1.71@1.79,—basis Misouri River rates. 

The coarse grain market was dull, and 
to a large extent neglected, Corn is sell- 
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ing at too high a level to permit feeding 
operations to any large extent, and de- 
mand is only on a hand-to-mouth basis. 
Oats demand is light and transactions 
limited to a few cars for immediate ship- 
ment. Kafir showed signs of coming 
back to life and three or four cars were 
sold during the week. 


NOTES 

The Hunter Milling Co., Wellington, 
Kansas, has adopted the use of machine- 
sewed bags. Several mills in this district 
have recently begun the use of sewing 
machines on all small packages. 

The Red Star Mill & Elevator Co. to- 
day shipped to New York a car contain- 
ing 109,980 lbs of flour. Earlier in the 
week the same company shipped a car 
loaded with 1,000 110-lb bags. 

Car shortage is the real distressing fea- 
ture in this locality. It has restricted 
receipts of wheat and shipments of 
flour. There was little or no change in 
the situation last week, and railroad offi- 
cials are giving shippers little encourage- 
ment as to relief, 

Reports from the western and north- 
western part of the state show much ap- 
prehension on account of lack of mois- 
ture. There has been little rain in this 
section to date. Over the rest of the state, 
the outlook is very satisfactory. The 
plant shows healthy growth, and a good 
stand and color. 


OKLAHOMA 


After the big drop in wheat, and the 
first recovery, tue Southeast showed con- 
siderable interest, and some good sales 
were made by Oklahoma mills; but with 
the new break of Friday, the demand 
stopped, and business settled into the rut 
of the past 10 days. Even local business 
is hard to start, as the price dropped so 
that dealers feared flour quotations would 
come out at less than their purchases. 
Prices in the state have held strong, as 
none of the mills felt the drop sufficient 
to risk purchases, and country elevators 
all season steadily refused to sell on 
breaks. 

Oklahoma dealers are getting from the 
mills $1.70@1.73, and sales are limited 
by the ability to get cars. The bulk of 
the flour sales have been made above $9, 
and the price at the end of the week on 
patents in 14-bbl sacks, delivered in the 
state, is around $9.40. Millfeed is in 
good demand, and mill-run brings $1.60 
in mixed cars with flour. Chop is in 
heavy demand, and ranges $1.95@2.10, de- 
livered state common points. Meal is 
bringing 45c per 8%4-lb sack. 

High cotton has stimulated trade in 
Texas, and many of the mills are building 
a good trade in that state. The southern 
part of that state has not been a favorable 
field,’ but is now sending considerable 
business into Oklahoma. The border is 
taking a heavy supply of low-grade at 
good prices, and all this trade for Mexico 
is paid on arrival at American border. 
Southeastern bakers have heavy bookings 
with Oklahoma for 90 days, and nearly 
all the mills are running full time. 

Most favorable reports continue to 
come in on the growing wheat, and the 
weather is all that could be desired. The 
crop looks well. 





Exports for Week Ending Dec. 2, 1916 | 
Wheat Corn Flour Oats 





From— bus bus bbls bus 
New York. .2,189,637 2,540 33,997 10,313 
Portland, 

Dee iss -GEGIOOe kéese ceets tevecs 
Boston ..... 143,558 62,286 46,281 ...... 
Philadelp’a. 634,000 ..... See 
Baltimore .. 170,400 185,542 1,470 622,995 
ROOEEGE, WE cieses scivve BOGS ccwcas 
SEGUEEO veces “Sesser 26,000 11,000 4,000 
N. Orleans.. 732,000 42,000 97,000 15,000 
Galveston .. 446,000  ....2 ceose sovees 
Montreal 941,000 282,000 65,000 ...... 
St. John, 

a A | er rr re ee 

Tots., wk.5,583,595 606,368 264,748 742,308 


Prev. week.4,713,643 189,732 213,143 2,067,872 





U. K’gdom. 2,429,075 350,286 93,148 ...... 
Continent ..3,153,520 185,542 68,767 ...... 
8S. and Ctl. 

BUROTIOE 6 ceeive = 6csees SEOee ceecse 
We BNO SC .. evases ecees 60,438 ...... 
Other 

countries. . 1,000 70,540 BOTS © ocvdse 

Totals ...5,583,595 606,368 264,748 ...... 





Summary of U. S. and Canadian Exports 
July lto Same time 


Dec. 2, 1916 last year 
Wheat, bus ......... 132,294,628 128,145,137 
Views, DOIG. civccecd 6,379,292 5,024,301 


Totals as wheat, bus. 161,601,442 150,754,527 
Merri yer eee 20,832,628 4,329,051 
GOte, BOP sh asicccas 53,097,631 32,354,273 
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The Minneapolis flour output last week 
decreased 18,850 bbls. The output (week 
ending Dec. 9) was 350,145 bbis, against 
466,680 in 1915, 361,585 in 1914 and 340,- 
550 in 1913. The capacity.in operation 
this week is practicaily the same as last. 
Mills are prevented from operating full 
capacity by the shortage in cars. In the 
corresponding week last year, Minne- 
apolis mills made 465,975 bbls. 

Flour sales by northwestern mills last 
week showed some shrinkage, and ran 
from 40 to 50 per cent of the output. 
The general weakness of wheat had its 
effect on buyers. The orders averaged 
small, and were from a wide radius. 
Bakers took rather more flour than job- 
bers, though neither made bookings of 
consequence. Family trade was only fair. 

Shipping directions are poor to fair. 
The great problem with mills is to get 
cars in which to ship their flour and feed. 
The operation of mills was considerably 
curtailed last week by the lack of cars. 
For instance, one 3,000-bbl mill was down 
Friday and Saturday from this cause. 
Its warehouse and every other inch of 
room was filled, and though having 25 
cars for urgent eastern shipment, it was 
unable to get the necessary rolling stock. 

The big break in wheat today resulted 
in a reduction of 25c bbl, and about 40c 
for the week. Unless the market should 
react, it is likely to discourage buyers. 
Those who have flour coming to them at 
higher prices will particularly feel the 
effect. However, up to date there have 
been practically no attempts to cancel. 

Late news as to the British regulations 
seemed to make it practicable for millers 
to sell their various grades of flour for 
export, the only requirement being that 
the quality should not exceed a definite 
standard. One sale of 10,000 bags of sec- 
ond patent was reported yesterday, it 
being surmised that the modified regula- 
tions facilitated the business. Sales of 
23,000 bags of red dog to the United 
Kingdom were also reported. 

A good many mills have first clear to 
offer, and with the demand limited, this 
means more or less accumulation of this 
grade. ; 

There is an improved demand for fancy 
clear, and mills are moving the current 
output of this grade more easily than in 
past weeks. 

Second clear, helped by recent export 
sales, is in good demand, with prices firm. 

Minneapolis and outside mills are ask- 
ing for standard patent a range of $8.30 
@8.90 per 196 Ibs in wood. 

* #*# 

Millfeed is inactive; demand scattering, 
and wholly in mixed cars. While quota- 
tions are nominally unchanged, some mills, 
in an effort to relieve congestion, have 
loaded bran and standard middlings into 
cars that cannot be shipped east of Min- 
neapolis, and comparatively low prices 
have been accepted in order to dispose of 
such. It is said that bran has been sold 
at $25 and standard middlings at $28 ton, 
in 100-lb sacks, f.o.b. Minneapolis. In 
mixed cars, mills ask $26@28 for bran 
and $28@30 for standard middlings. 

It is feared that, unless the car situa- 
tion improves, prices in the West may 
become badly demoralized, on account of 
distress offerings on track at Minne- 
apolis. 

Eastern demand is very light. Buyers 
there, it is asserted, can supply their im- 
mediate requirements from transit ship- 
ments at 50c@$1 ton less than mills ask 
for prompt shipment. 

Red dog is strong and scarce. It is 


claimed that mills could easily secure $6 
@8 ton more for red dog for export than 
they ask in domestic markets in mixed 
ears with flour. Lack of ocean room, how- 
ever, restricts export sales. Bids have 
been received at around $50 ton, f.o.b. 
Minneapolis. 

Flour middlings are strong at $34.50@ 
36 ton, in 100-lb sacks, and red dog $42 
@44.50, in 140-lb sacks. 


* MINNEAPOLIS MILLS IN OPERATION 


Of the 25 Minneapolis mills the fol- 
lowing 18 were in operation Dec. 12: 

Atkinson Milling Co. 

George C. Christian & Co.’s mill. 

National Milling Co.’s mill. 

Northwestern Consolidated Milling Co., A, 
C and E mills. 

Pillsbury Flour Mills Co., A, B and Lin- 
coln mills, 

Russell-Miller Milling Co.’s mill. 

Washburn-Crosby Co., A, B, C, D, EB, F 
and G mills. 

Yerxa, Andrews & Thurston’s mill. 

FLOUR OUTPUT OF OUTSIDE MILLS 


Special reports of 55 mills outside of 
Minneapolis and Duluth, with a total 
capacity of 48,950 bbls, show that in the 
week ending Dec. 9 they made 160,665 
bbls of flour (representing 723,000 bus of 
wheat), against 265,780 in 1915. 

Fifty-nve “outside” mills last week 
shipped 9,010 bbls of flour to foreign 
countries, against 14,725 in 1915. 


MIN NEAPOLIS-DULUTH WHEAT RECEIPTS 


Wheat receipts at Minneapolis and 
Duluth last week aggregated 4,806,000 
bus, a net increase over the preceding 
week of 62,000 bus. At Minneapolis there 
was a decrease of 63,000 bus, and at 
Duluth an increase of 125,000. 

For the week ended Saturday, Dec. 9, 
receipts of wheat were as follows, in 
bushels (000’s omitted): 

1916 1915 1914 1913 1912 
Minneapolis ... 3,419 7,631 3,349 2,772 4,941 
Duluth ....... 1,387 3,784 1,114 1,802 1,704 


Totals....... 4,806 11,415 4,463 4,574 6,645 
Duluth, bonded 171 128 12 93 148 


er 4,977 11,543 4,475 4,667 6,793 

Elevator stocks at Minneapolis and 

Duluth on Dec. 9, in bushels (000’s omit- 
ted), were: 

1916 1915 1914 1913 1912 

Minneap'lis 11,483 6,777 17,211 17,166 14,826 

Duluth .... 4,467 2,506 8,137 9,514 3,438 





Totals....15,950 9,283 25,348 26,680 18,264 
Duluth, b’d’d 952 108 62 362 579 





Totals....16,902 9,391 25,410 27,042 18,843 
CROP-YEAR RECEIPTS 

Receipts of wheat in Minneapolis and 

Duluth from Sept. 1, 1916, to Dec. 9, 

1916, were as follows, with comparisons, 
in bushels (000’s omitted) : 

1916 1915 1914 1913 

Minneapolis .. 50,674 79,741 67,705 46,856 

Duluth ....... 15,677 72,404 46,752 48,356 


Totals....... 66,351 152,145 104,457 95,212 
Duluth, bonded 2,106 2,955 1,045 2,310 








Totals....... 68,457 155,100 105,502 97,522 
CAR SITUATION AT MINNEAPOLIS 


The car shortage is seriously interfer- 
ing with the operation of mills and ele- 
vators at Minneapolis. One company 
today has two mills closed on this ac- 
count. Others may be forced to do like- 
wise. Flour is piled high in every mill, 
and strenuous efforts are being made to 
avoid shutting down, mill operatives 
working under difficulties. 

It is not so much an actual scarcity of 
cars as it is that some roads prohibit the 
use of their equipment for eastern ship- 
ment. These roads do not want their cars 
to go east, fearing they may be tied up 
indefinitely in the freight congestion. 

Loaded cars are accumulating in the 
yards at Minneapolis, and the congestion 
is more pronounced each day. Mills re- 
fuse to buy wheat in cars that cannot be 
reloaded with flour and feed, and those 
with wheat are increasing, tying up that 
much more equipment. Great difficulty is 
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being experienced in switching trains to 
and from terminal elevators. 


F. 0, M. A, CONVENTION 

Officers and members of the executive 
committee of the Fraternity of Operative 
Millers of America have been holding 
meetings in Minneapolis the last two days 
laying out plans for the future, and par- 
ticularly arranging a ing rg for its 
annual convention, to be held in Minne- 
apolis June 4-8. 

Those present were: C. H. Barnard, 
Wellington, Kansas, president; A. H. 
Bahr, vice-president, Milwaukee; J. A. 
Wells, Kent, Ohio, secretary; P. H. Law- 
son, St. Joseph, Mo; Charles O. Rieske, 
Dayton, Ohio; W. H. Corrie, St. Thomas, 
Ont; John Kraft, Minneapolis. 

As a Minneapolis committee conferring 
with the officers were: A. W. Strong, gen- 
eral chairman; O. F. Warnes, treasurer, 
and F. J. Clark, secretary. 

After a canvass of hotels the Radisson 
was made the headquarters for the con- 
vention in June. An outline was present- 
ed by the local committee as to enter- 
tainment, and comprehended features 
which will measure up to Minneapolis’ 
reputation as a convention city. 

The executive committee gave con- 
sideration to the matter of creating a 
clearing-house through which active mem- 
bers can be given technical information 
as to milling. The plan is to have the 
bureau open to operative millers who have 
practical milling problems to solve, and 
to it they can write for information and 
advice. The information so collected is 
to be put into a publication known as the 
F. O. M. A. Bulletin, and this is to go to 
the active members. It will be copyright- 
ed, and will not be open for publication 
or to outsiders. 

The executive committee emphasized 
the point that it wished the programme 
of the next convention to be largely made 
up of papers and discussions dealing 
with live, practical points about milling. 
It is designed to make this feature so 
much of a success that millers who are 
desirous of improving will feel it a privi- 
lege to give close attention: to the pro- 
ceedings. 


WOULD DICTATE WHEAT PRICES 


Co-operation was the keynote of the 
Equity Exchange meeting in St. Paul 
last week, The farmers were told that 
if they stood together, they could dictate 
wheat prices to the millers. The meet- 
ing recommended that the state revise its 
laws to provide for the grading of grain 
on the basis of actual milling or con- 
sumptive value. Also to give to the 
shipper a prior lien on the membership 
of any member of an organized grain ex- 
change, to whom he might ship grain. 

A purse of $1,000 was raised to help 
pay off the mortgage on the home of the 
late George S. Loftus. 


LIDGERWOOD, N. D., MILL SOLD 

The 250-bbl mill of the Lidgerwood 
(N. D.) Mill Co., of which W. R. Movius 
was proprietor, has been sold to a co- 
operative company backed by the Society 
of Equity. Part of the plant consists of 
a municipal lighting system. 

The new owners will take possession 
Feb. 1. Mr. Movius had been in the mill- 
ing business at Lidgerwood for 26 years. 
Aside from his milling and grain inter- 
ests, he conducts a general store and is a 
banker. 

W. D. Movius, who has been manager 
of the company, will continue in that ca- 
pacity after the retirement of his father, 
W. R. Movius. 


CARGILL ELEVATOR TO BE ENLARGED 


The Cargill Elevator Ca., Minneapolis, 
will increase the capacity of elevator T to 
1,800,000 bus. Contracts have been award- 
ed for the construction of 20 additional 
concrete tanks to hold 1,000,000 bus. 
Work on the addition will begin as soon 
as the frost is out of the ground in the 
spring. In the meantime, the workhouse 
is being overhauled and new equipment 
installed. When completed, the plant will 
be modern in every respect. 

LOCAL AND PERSONAL 

V. V. Corbin, district sales-manager 
for the Pillsbury Flour Mills Co., is in 
Chicago. 

F. C. Thompson, the marine insurance 
and ocean freight man of Toronto, Ont., 
was in Minneapolis Dec. 7. 


Minneapolis millers agree that there is 
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little chance of second clear declining as 
long as there is an export demand for 
red dog. 

The eleventh annual convention of the 
Farmers’ Grain Dealers’ Association of 
Minnesota will be held in Minneapolis, 
Feb. 14-16. The Iowa association will 
meet in Sioux City Jan. 23-25. 

Exporters declare it is increasingly 
difficult to do business in the United 
Kingdom, because of the scarcity of 
ocean room. Virtually none is obtain- 
able for December-January shipment, 
and but little for February. 

J. F. Diefenbach, manager of the St. 
Paul Milling Co., which is building a 
1,200-bbl mill at St. Paul, Minn., will 
go East Jan. 2 to call upon the flour 
trade. The company will begin business 
immediately after the holidays, and is 
therefore open for eastern connections. 
William F, Kelm, formerly secretary. of 
the United Flour Mills Co., has been 
engaged as sales manager. 


MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT 


The mill at Donnellson, Iowa, which 
recently burned, is being rebuilt; ca- 
pacity, 50 bbls. 

The Long Prairie Milling Co. is cred- 
ited with the intention of building a 
100-bbl mill at Hawley, Minn. 

The New Prague (Minn.) Flouring 
Mill Co. is.building a nine-story grain- 
cleaning house, of re-enforced concrete 
construction. 

J. O. Pierce, head miller for the Barber 
Milling Co., Minneapolis, was operated on 
at the Northwestern Hospital Dec. 8, for 
goitre. His condition is favorable. 


TRANSPORTATION AND FREIGHTS 


E. F,. LeFaivre, who has been appoint- 
ed agent for the Frisco road, at Mil- 
waukee, will be given a dinner at the 
Minneapolis Traffic Club, Dec. 13. 

The Pennsylvania road has placed an 
embargo against shipments destined to 
points east of Pittsburgh, and the Erie 
road against shipments to points east of 
Marion, Ohio. The congestion at the 
seaboard is very acute. Freight is back- 
ing up, and sidetracks in New York and 
Pennsylvania are represented to be filled 
with cars awaiting unloading. 

Based on all-rail carriage to the At- 
lantic seaboard, through rates on flour 
from Minneapolis were today (Dec. 10) 
quoted, in cents per 100 lbs, for prompt 
shipment (14 days): To Aberdeen, 97.3; 
Amsterdam, 198.3; Baltic basis, 172.3; 
Belfast, 80.3; Bristol, 97.3; Christiania, 
172.3; Copenhagen, 172.3; Cardiff, 77.3; 
Dublin, 81.3; Dundee, 82.3; Glasgow, 
81.3; Hull, 117.3; Leith, 82.3; Liverpool, 
77.3; Manchester, 77.3; Marseilles, 153.55; 
Rotterdam, 197.3; St. John’s, N. F., 91.8. 


WHEAT IN THE NORTHWEST 


Deliveries of wheat on December con- 
tracts at Minneapolis to date aggregate 
630,000 bus. 

Wheat stocks at Minneapolis have in- 
creased 300,000 bus in three days. The 
total, Dec. 12, was about 11,783,000 bus, 
against 8,155,000 in 1915. 

Minneapolis mills last week ground 
approximately 1,575,000 bus of wheat. 
Receipts less shipments were 2,468,000 
bus, against 5,472,000 in 1915. 

Early bart wheat from the Pacific 
Coast could probably be worked in Min- 
neapolis at December price, but shippers 
ask 5c over. No sales reported for the 
week. 

Based on the close today (Dec. 12), the 
average prices paid to farmers at country 
stations in the Northwest were: for No. | 
northern $1.60 bu, for No. 2 northern 
$1.55, and for light-weight wheat $1.11. 


Minneapolis elevators are now so full 
of grain that, taking into account reser- 
vations made and -the working room 
required, they are unable to take much 
more. Considering the light weight and 
varying quality of wheat, more room than 
usual is used, because of a portion of it 
going into special bins. 

Hard winter wheat from the Southwest 
is meeting with ready sale at Minneapolis, 
since the cars in which such wheat arrives 
can be reloaded with flour and feed for 
eastern shipment. No. 2 hard Kansas is 
quoted at 2@5c over December; No. 2 
Nebraska, 4@1c under December; No. 2 
Montana, 4@2c under December. 


(Continued on page 749.) 
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THE BLESSING OF CAR SHORTAGE 

In their daily struggle with the prob- 
lem of securing cars, millers doubtless 
tind it difficult to discover anything re- 
sembling a blessing in the present dis- 
tressing shortage of boxcars in the West. 
It is, however, coming more and more to 
be realized that the inability of railways 
to move wheat from the country is very 
likely to be a great boon to the Southwest 
before next harvest. 

It is certain that, had there been a 
plentiful supply of cars through all of 
the past several weeks, there would today 
be little wheat left in Kansas and Ne- 
braska, For three months country ele- 
vators have been filled to the eaves, and 
farmers’ wagons have been turned home- 
ward by the refusal of country dealers 
to buy their wheat at any price. Had it 
been possible to sell, few farmers would 
have been able to resist the temptation to 
get $1.75 for their crop, even if they had 
refused to sell at earlier and lower prices. 

But just when the temptation became 
most acute, the car shortage developed 
and shut off the opportunity to sell. As 
a result, Kansas farmers are holding 20 
to 25 per cent, possibly even more, of the 
crop, and the amount held back in Ne- 
braska is probably greater. In Oklahoma, 
where the movement was earlier and not 
so greatly interfered with by lack of cars, 
farm reserves are very small. 

As things now stand there is probably 
the equivalent of 75 to 90 days’ wheat 
requirements of Kansas interior mills 
held by millers and in country elevators. 
It is true that wheat may yet be some- 
what scarce before June, but a running 
supply for the spring months seems as- 
sured, and thanks for this circumstance 
is due more to the lack of cars than to 
any other factor. 


THE MILLING SITUATION 


Last week’s stronger markets failed to 
stimulate demand for flour, and most 
mills reported trade quiet, or even slow. 
So far as could be learned, few sold the 
equivalent of current production, and 
many complained of very light bookings. 
Buyers, impressed by the great break of 
late November, were not equally im- 
pressed by the possibility of a full recov- 
ery, which might have been read into 


* last week’s show of strength. As a result, 


they took flour for current needs only, 
and usually they wanted shipment as 
quickly as cars could be had. 

The nearness of the holidays and the 
close of the old year doubtless contrib- 
uted something to the tendency to buy 
little and carefully. 

Prices were higher, although they ap- 
peared not to echo the full measure of 
the wheat advance. This is doubtless a 
result of the sluggish buying forcing 
millers to book new sales on narrower 
profit margins. A general basis for flour 
is around $7.80@7.95 jute, Kansas City, 
tor straight or 95 per cent goods. Some 
buyers say they can get good 95 per 
cents from the interior at as low as $7.70, 
but, on the other hand, some strong mills 
are quoting at as high as $8.20. Patents 
for middle states jobbing and retail 
trade are quoted on a basis $8.70@8.90, 
cotton 14-sacks, Missouri River. 

Clears are not especially active. At 
the same time, there appears to be no 
present vressure to sell. Very fancy 
clears are bringing up to $7.60, jute, here, 
but fair qualities are mostly selling at 
around $7.30@7.40, and ordinary grades 
are 20@30c lower than that. 


” « 


Millfeed is a quiet market, with prices 


just about steady. Offerings are not 
large, but demand is also limited. Shorts 
are in better tone than bran, and prime 
white shorts are strong, with very little 
offered. 

KANSAS CITY OUTPUT 


The output of Kansas City mills, repre- 
senting a weekly capacity of 71,100 bbls, 
with comparisons, as reported to The 
Northwestern Miller, is here shown: 


Flour Pet. of 
output activity 
EMRE WOOK «50 ce cccceccoqews 61,400 86 
Week previous ............ 62,700 88 
See Be a06s bei oars oon 71,100 100 
Two years agO ......++.... 53,100 75 


SOUTHWESTERN OUTPUT 


The output of 67 mills in Nebraska, 
Missouri, Kansas and Oklahoma, outside 
of Kansas City, as reported to The 
Northwestern Miller, is here shown: 


Flour Percent- 


Weekly output age ac- 


capacity forweek tivity 
Last week ...... 288,120 270,669 90 
Week previous... 280,920 254,669 90 
FOR? BBO. 0620000 272,820 241,062 88 
Two years ago... 259,230 220,926 85 


Export shipments by reporting mills 
were 9,362 bbls last week, 7,867 the week 
previous, 22,487 a year ago, and 28,680 
two years ago. 

Out of 67 mills reporting, 16 reported 
domestic business good, 21 fair, and 19 
slow and quiet. 


SALES OF “STANDARD” FLOUR 


A number of millers in the Southwest 
made sales of the new British standard, 
76 per cent extraction, flour last week. 
Prices realized were generally around 
55s. Orders booked were mostly for 
small lots, resulting from the desire of 
importers to secure samples and of mill- 
ers to get initial lots to the other side. 
Total bookings were probably 20,000 bags. 

While no mail advices are yet réceived 
giving explanations and instructions in 
detail, cable information is in sufficient 
supply so that millers in the Southwest 
feel that they understand just what sort 
of flour is wanted. Some of them pre- 
viously had an idea that a blending of 
cheap clears and low-grades into a full 
straight, in sufficient amount to get with- 
in price limits, would serve the purpose. 

It is now known, however, that the flour 
shipped must actually represent the ex- 
traction of a definite 76 lbs of flour from 
100 lbs of wheat, and that the brown and 
gray shorts, or middlings, must be 
left in, in order to comply with the re- 
quirements. No actual white flour, no 
matter how produced or at what price 
sold, would, it is now understood, be ad- 
mitted under the government require- 
ments. Millers are, therefore, figuring on 
making a barrel of flour out of 4 bus 
and 18 lbs of wheat, merely scalping off 
62 lbs of feed and letting the balance go 
to the flour stream. 

Cables regarding branding instructions 
do not all agree. Some importers have 
cabled instructions that sacks be marked 
with the mill brand and, in addition, the 
phrases, “Full Run—Government Stand- 
ard.” Others have requested a more com- 
plete branding, specifying that the flour 
contained in the package is-“76 per cent 
extraction flour from No. 2 hard winter 
wheat.” 

Millers have been in doubt regarding 
necessary formalities in certification to 
the extraction percentage. This was set 
at rest last week by cable instructions to 
at least one mill to include with its ship- 
ping documents an affidavit properly cer- 
tifying that the technical requirements 
had _ been ire with in making the 
flour covered by the documents. It is 
understood that the 76 per cent is based 
on clean wheat rather than upon wheat as 
it comes from the car. This will, of 
course, insure a better flour. 


Experiments conducted with the 


“standard” flour have had variable re- 
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sults. Some millers say the loaf made 
from it does not amount to much, while 
others have succeeded in making a very 
satisfactory one. 


WHEAT WOULD LIKE MOISTURE 


There is some complaint from western 
and northwestern Kansas that growing 
wheat is beginning to show absence of 
moisture. It is probable that no damage 
of consequence has yet been done, but 
moisture would be welcome, not only in 
that district, but over the -entire south- 
western wheatfield. . 

Weather last week was fair and mild, 
even unseasonably warm, until late in the 
week, when a cold snap developed and 
temperatures went to below freezing. 


SUES FOR CAR SHORTAGE DAMAGE 
A farmers’ elevator company in west- 
ern Kansas has filed suit against the 
Union Pacific Railway for $51,000, 
claimed as damage because of the fail- 
ure of the railway company to supply 
cars for the shipment of wheat. The 
basis for fixing the measure of damage is 
not known, but generally the lack of cars 
for shipment has been tremendously 
profitable to country elevator operators, 
at least until the last few weeks. 


NOTES 
The Monarch Milling Co., Hutchinson, 
Kansas, recently announced an increase 
in wages of all employees amounting to 
15 per cent. The increased cost of living 
was the occasion for the advance. 


L. R. Hurd, president of the Red Star 
Mill & Elevator Co., Wichita, Kansas, 
accompanied by his family, is spending 
several days in town in conference with 
architects over plans for a handsome 
new home upon which work will be begun 
in the spring. 

H. Dittmer, manager of the Canadian 
Mill & Elevator Co., El Reno, and the 
Enid Milling Co., Enid, Okla. is con- 
fined to his home by sickness. He has 
been compelled to defer indefinitely an 
eastern trade visiting trip upon which he 
planned to start last week. 

The Colorado Milling & Elevator Co., 
Denver, Colo., operating about 25 mills 
and many elevators and other enterprises 
in that and other western states, has an- 
nounced an increase of 10 per cent in the 
salaries of employees, to be paid as a 
bonus at the end of each month. 

C. E. Williams, manager of the Hays 
City (Kansas) Milling & Elevator Co., 
who was here late in the week, says that 
there is probably 20 to 25 per cent of 
wheat left in farmers’ hands in that dis- 
trict, but that further west the propor- 
tion is larger. Many holders would like 
to sell, but country elevators are full and 
their operators will buy wagon wheat 
only as they are able to get cars for 
shipment. Farmers are getting $1.60. 


WICHITA 

The flour situation in this territory is 
characterized as being entirely satisfac- 
tory to a majority of the mills. Last 
week’s sales were of fair proportions. 
Some of the larger mills report having 
sold more than their capacity. The small- 
er mills report only a fair business, but 
it was large enough to satisfy them. Ina 
general way southwestern mills have 
adopted a conservative policy in booking 
flour -for long-time shipment. Most are 
booked well into January, and are satis- 
fied to take care of their regular trade in 
preference to pressing their product on 
the market. 

Millfeed values were a shade easier, 
but demand was sufficient to take care of 
output. Range of values, as indicated by 
reports received from leading southern 
Kansas and Oklahoma mills, are as fol- 
lows: best Kansas hard wheat flour, $9.20 
@9.30; straight bran, $1.40@1.45; mill- 
run bran, $1.50@1.55; gray shorts, $1.65 
@1.75,—in straight or mixed cars, basis 
Missouri River rates. Oklahoma mills 
report $1.60 for mill-run bran. 

* * 


The cash wheat market did not show 
much change. Demand, while only fair, 
was broad enough to take care of current 
receipts. Local mills were best buyers; 
other interests being in the market only 
to a moderate extent. Receipts, 227 cars, 
against 272 previous week. Range of 
sales: No. 2 hard, $1.74@1.82; No. 3 hard, 
$1.71@1.79,—basis Misouri River rates. 

The coarse grain market was dull, and 
to a large extent neglected, Corn is sell- 
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ing at too high a level to permit feeding 
operations to any large extent, and de- 
mand is only on a hand-to-mouth basis. 
Oats demand is light and transactions 
limited to a few cars for immediate ship- 
ment. Kafir showed signs of coming 
back to life and three or four cars were 
sold during the week. 


NOTES 

The Hunter Milling Co., Wellington, 
Kansas, has adopted the use of machine- 
sewed bags. Several mills in this district 
have recently begun the use of sewing 
machines on all small packages. 

The Red Star Mill & Elevator Co. to- 
day shipped to New York a car contain- 
ing 109,980 lbs of flour. Earlier in the 
week the same company shipped a car 
loaded with 1,000 110-lb bags. 

Car shortage is the real distressing fea- 
ture in this locality. It has restricted 
receipts of wheat and shipments of 
flour. There was little or no change in 
the situation last week, and railroad offi- 
cials are giving shippers little encourage- 
ment as to relief. 

Reports from the western and north- 
western part of the state show much ap- 
prehension on account of lack of mois- 
ture. There has been little rain in this 
section to date. Over the rest of the state, 
the outlook is very satisfactory. The 
plant shows healthy growth, and a good 
stand and color. 


OKLAHOMA 


After the big drop in wheat, and the 
first recovery, tue Southeast showed con- 
siderable interest, and some good sales 
were made by Oklahoma mills; but with 
the new break of Friday, the demand 
stopped, and business settled into the rut 
of the past 10 days. Even local business 
is hard to start, as the price dropped so 
that dealers feared flour quotations would 
come out at less than their purchases. 
Prices in the state have held strong, as 
none of tne mills felt the drop sufficient 
to risk purchases, and country elevators 
all season steadily refused to sell on 
breaks, 

Oklahoma dealers are getting from the 
mills $1.70@1.73, and sales are limited 
by the ability to get cars. The bulk of 
the flour sales have been made above $9, 
and the price at the end of the week on 
patents in 14-bbl sacks, delivered in the 
state, is around $9.40. Millfeed is in 
good demand, and mill-run brings $1.60 
in mixed cars with flour. Chop is in 
heavy demand, and ranges $1.95@2.10, de- 
livered state common points. Meal is 
bringing 45c per 8%4-lb sack. 

High cotton has stimulated trade in 
Texas, and many of the mills are building 
a good trade in that state. The southern 
part of that state has not been a favorable 
field,’ but is now sending considerable 
business into Oklahoma. The border is 
taking a heavy supply of low-grade at 
good prices, and all this trade for Mexico 
is paid on arrival at American border. 
Southeastern bakers have heavy bookings 


‘with Oklahoma for 90 days, and nearly 


all the mills are running full time. 

Most favorable reports continue to 
come in on the growing wheat, and the 
weather is all that could be desired. The 
crop looks well. 





Exports for Week Ending Dec. 2, 1916 . 
Wheat Corn Flour Oats 








From— bus bus bbls bus 
New York. .2,189,637 2,540 33,997 10,313 
Portland, . 

ae RT ee eee 
Boston ..... 148,558 62,286 46,281 ...... 
Philadelp’a. 634,000  ..... 8,000 ...... 
Baltimore .. 170,400 185,542 1,470 622,995 
PeOrawem, VO ieccce . sense S008 © wrvecs 
SUE: chc%a ~ aivoee 26,000 11,000 4,000 
N. Orleans... 732,000 42,000 97,000 15,000 
COIVeGtom «: GER OOG. cents. seove © vvewse 
Montreal 941,000 282,000 65,000 ...... 
St. John, 

Be BM. ards GRGRO Sinks 9 vetee” woccss 

Tots., wk.5,583,595 606,368 264,748 742,308 
Prev. week.4,713,643 189,732 213,143 2,067,872 
U. K’gdom.2,429,075 350,286 93,148  ...... 
Continent ..3,153,520 185,542 68,767 ...... 
S. and Ctl. 

MMOrTICR 2. wccsss = seese $8,925 ...... 
Wis MUENOEK Ss <tesee sve Cae. “sivas 
Other 

countries. . 1,000 70,540 S478. cwcise 

Totals ...5,583,595 606,368 264,748 ...... 





Summary of U. 8. and Canadian Exports 
July ito Same time 


Dec, 2,1916 last year 
Wheat, Bue ....ciacs 132,294,628 128,145,137 
Piewt, BIS .. ccc seces 6,379,292 5,024,301 


Totals as wheat, bus. 161,001,442 150,754,527 
Corn, bus .......+465 20,832,628 4,329,051 
Oats, bus .......+6-- 53,097,631 32,354,273 
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The flour output of the Chicago mills 
for the week ending Dec. 9 was estimated 
at 23,500 bbls, or 90 per cent of capacity, 
compared with 21,500, or 78 per cent, a 
week ago, 24,500, or 93 per cent, in 1915, 
and 18,250, or 61 per cent, in 1914. 


FLOUR TRADE QUIET 

The condition in the flour trade that 
prevailed a week ago are unchanged, ex- 
cept that some mills in the spring wheat 
territory have reduced their quotations 
on top grades,—patents:and straights,— 
to a far greater extent than have mills in 
the Southwest, especially where shipments 
can be made within 30 days. Mills in the 
spring wheat territory seem anxious for 
trade that will afford prompt delivery. 

The car situation is regarded as the 
principal drawback in both the grain and 
milling trades. The problem as to deliv- 
ery of flour and mill products is serious 
in two ways, the lack of cars and the in- 
ability of the miller to make delivery 
according to his contracts, and also the 
number of claims that are being brought 
by buyers, demanding that deliveries be 
made according to contract, which, under 
the present embargoes and lack of cars, 
is out of the question with many millers, 
especially those at interior points. 

There has been some cheap flour sold 
in Chicago within the week. The best 
bread flour to be obtained at a low level 
was from the Southwest. It is under- 
stood that one buyer contracted for 95 
per cent Kansas patent, delivery within 
60 days, at $7.75, jute, Chicago, net the 
mill. This quotation is fully 35@45c out 
of the range that prevails today. 

The drawbacks are the lack of interest 
shown by managers of wholesale houses 
to enter into contracts, owing to their 
desire to have Tight stocks on hand Jan. 
1, the large amount of first clear flour 
that is floating around, and the uncer- 
tainty of the wheat market from day to 
day. 

It is especially noticeable that the prin- 
cipal mill brands, mainly those from 
three or four mills in Minneapolis, have 
shown a close daily fluctuation with the 
wheat market, which perhaps is well at 
the present time on account of the gen- 
eral agitation by the public’ press regard- 
ing the high cost of living. There has 
been less said in Chicago, of late, with 
reference to the high price of flour, espe- 
cially following the decline of $1 bbl 
from the high point a few days ago, than 
there was a few weeks ago. 

It is believed by some in the trade that 
spot flour is going into consumption to a 
far greater extent than usual, due to the 
shortage of cars and the inability of mill- 
ers to make delivery on their contracts. 
This, however, is a good feature for fu- 
ture business. 


DECEMBER VS. MAY WHEAT 


December wheat dropped to 13¢ un- 
der May at one time last week. It 
ranged 71,@l13c discount, with a good 
part of the trading at 10@I11c discount. 
The actual carrying charge from Decem- 
ber to May is 12c. Some of the elevator 
people have bought December and sold 
May. ‘The wheat on delivery is being 
picked up, and deliveries have become 
smaller. The 850,000 bus of cash wheat 
put out on December sales the first of the 
month are gradually finding a lodging 
place. In all, over 3,000,000 bus have 
been delivered so far, but it has been 
counted over many times. 


PRIVATE FLOUR BRANDS 


There is more flour being sold in Chi- 
cago under private brands and Minne- 


apolis mill brands than for many months. 
It is evident, according to representatives 
of leading mills and managers of flour 
departments of wholesale grocery houses, 
that the housewives of Chicago are using 
more flour than for several years. 

The agitation in connection with the 
high cost of living is no doubt responsible 
for this change, as it has been pointed out 
to the public that most bakers are able to 
produce 350 to 375 loaves of bread, 
weighing an average of 12 ozs, to a barrel 
of flour, and that good bread flour is not 
costing in excess of $9 bbl. 


NOTES 

Harry W. Hemstreet, of Owatonna, 
Minn., is now office manager for L. E. 
Slick & Co., millers, Bloomington, Ill. 

Five Board of Trade memberships 
were sold within a week at $7,300 and 
$7,400, net to the buyer, four selling at 
the inside price. 

The best-posted exporters at the sea- 
board wire . their. connections here that 
governmental buying of wheat has fallen 
off the last few days, orders having 
been filled for the time being. 

H. Dittmer, secretary and manager of 
the Canadian Mill & Elevator Co. El 
Reno, Okla., was scheduled to be in Chi- 
cago last Thursday on his way east, but 
his trip is delayed, owing to illness. 

George M. Heath, formerly in the mill- 
ing business at La Crosse, Wis., is in Chi- 
cago for a few days. Mr. Heath resides 
in Richmond, Va., but has business in- 
terests in Chicago and near-by points. 

John Fraser, of the Fraser Co., mill- 
builders, Milwaukee, was in Chicago, Fri- 
day, on his way to Detroit, Mich., where 
his company is building a new 300-bbl 
winter wheat mill for the Commercial 
Milling Co. 

John H. Siegel, of the Eagle Roller 
Mill Co., New Ulm, Minn., was in Chi- 
cago, Friday, on his way to New Orleans, 
to meet his wife, with whom he will 
spend a few days at French Lick 
Springs, Ind. 

George A. Aylsworth, Kansas City, 
who recently purchased the stock owned 
by Charles T. Neal and John R. Tomlin, 
Kansas City, and Frank Kell, Wichita 
Falls, has applied for membership on the 
Chicago Board of Trade. 

The Armour Grain Co. has engaged 
Julius Zahn as superintendent of its new 
oat and pearl barley mill, now being built 
in Milwaukee. Mr. Zahn was formerly 
superintendent of the same mill, when 
operated by John B. A. Kern & Sons. 

Indications are that Joseph P. Griffin 
will be a candidate for re-election as 
president*of the Chicago Board of Trade 
at the annual election the first Monday 
in January. Mr. Griffin has done good 
work for the board during the past year. 

H. S. Lewis, Pittsburgh, Pa., repre- 
sentative of the Hubbard Milling Co., 
Mankato, Minn., in parts of Pennsyl- 
vania and near-by territory, was in Chi- 
cago, Saturday, conferring with F. D. 
Browder, sales-manager for the Hubbard 
company. 

W. D. Anderson, for years superin- 
tendent of the Berger-Crittenden Milling 
Co., Milwaukee, has been engaged by 
John B. A. Kern & Sons as their superin- 
tendent, and will be located in the mill 
formerly operated by the Berger-Crit- 
tenden company. 

C. E. Williams, manager of the Hays 
City (Kansas) Milling & Elevator Co., 
had business in northern Illinois and came 
into Chicago last week. The principal 
trouble with milling right now, Mr. Wil- 
liams said, is the shortage of cars, which 
necessitates: their plant being operated at 
less than full capacity. 

Country holders of corn are selling the 
cash grain freely on all bulges, but of 


late have shut off on sharp declines. No. 
3 grade pay 14,@2'4,c over the Decem- 
ber. It is deliverable on. December con- 
tract at 2@2%%c discount. Shorts have 
been large buyers of December. Export- 
ers .have made moderate purchases, but 
searcity of cars has prevented shipment. 

Among visitors in Chicago during the 
week were Charles Dodge, manager of 
the Cereal Mills Co., Wausau, Wis; Ed- 
gar Evans, of the Acme-Evans Co., In- 
dianapolis, Ind; L. F. Orbe, of the New 
Jersey Flour Co., Clifton, N. J., and C. 
B. Jenkins, of the Noblesville (Ind.) 
Milling Co. 

Illinois representatives of the Wash- 
burn-Crosby Co., Minneapolis, numbering 
about 15, met at the Hotel La Salle, Chi- 
cago, Saturday, Dec. 9, for a general 
conference relative to their trade in the 
state. Thomas L. Brown and Guy A. 
Thomas, of Minneapolis, met with the 
state representatives. 

Insurance rates on grain shipments by 
lake have advanced equal to 4c bu on 
wheat and 2c on oats. A further ad- 
vance is contemplated, but it is possible 
that with the continuation of mild weath- 
er, present rates may be continued after 
Dec. 12. Charters are being made to 
carry wheat from Chicago to Buffalo, or 
Georgian Bay ports, including winter 
storage at eastern lake ports, at 314c bu. 

F. D. Larabee, president, T. J. Hold- 
ridge, vice-president, and F. S. Larabee, 
treasurer, of the -Larabee Flour Mills 
Corporation, were in Chicago, Wednes- 
day, with Thomas A. Noftzger, general 
counsel for that organization and several 
mills in that territory. They were on 
their way to Milwaukee, to confer with 
the Allis-Chalmers Mfg. Co. regarding 
their new fill to be built at St. Joseph, 
Mo. 

Most of the exporters here and at the 
seaboard are bearish on wheat. Julius 
Barnes, of the Barnes-Ames Co., Du- 
luth, who was in Chicago for a few hours 
on Friday, talked bearish. A New York 
exporter, in a message to friends here, 
says that the supply of ocean tonnage 
wil! not be large enough to take all the 
wheat out of the country as fast as was 
expected earlier in the season, although 
there will be liberal clearances. 

Notices have been mailed to all the 
policyholders of the Millers’ National 
Casualty Insurance Co., Chicago, an- 
nouncing a special meeting in room 1937, 
Insurance Exchange Building, on Tues- 
day, Dec. 19, at 10:30 a.m. This special 
meeting has been called to consider the 
subject of the reincorporation of the 
company under the new and broader laws 
of the state of Illinois, which now grant 
special powers and privileges to mutual 
insurance companies, and the reinsuring 
of the present company under the broad- 
er charter so obtained. 





WISCONSIN 


Mitwavukee, Wis., Dec. 11.—The flour 
production of the Milwaukee mills, with 
a capacity of 12,000 bbls, was 6,500 last 
week, representing 54 per cent of capac- 
ity. The previous week, mills with the 
same capacity turned out 4,000, or 33 
per cent; a year ago, mills with a capac- 
ity of 24,600 turned out 24,500, or 99 per 
cent. 

Flour business early in the week was 
reported good by millers. Later, owing 
to the decline in the cash market, buyers 
held off and millers reported trade rather 
dull. Most dealers are taking stock, and 
buying is not expected to resumed 
until after Jan. 1. Early in the week 
prices advanced 20c, but later this was 
lost. Choice city brands of hard spring 
wheat patent were quoted at $9.50@9.65, 
and straight at $8.90@9, wood. 

Demand for clear fell off, although 
millers have plenty of orders on their 
books and there are no accumulations. 
Prices ranged $8.20@8.35, jute. Ship- 
ping directions came in fairly well and 
millers were able to load out a moderate 
amount of flour, although hampered by 
embargoes. 

Rye flour declined 30@40c bbl, follow- 
ing the weakness in the cash market. 
Pure was quoted at $7.60 in wood, and 
country blends $7 for dark and $7.25 for 
white, in jute. Millers reported good 
orders on their books, and shipments 
were fair. 

Kansas straight eased off with patent, 
and was quoted at $8.20@8.35, cotton. 
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Jobbers reported moderate trade with 
large bakeries and the grocery trade. All 
have fair stocks on hand. 

Demand for corn meal has eased up, 
owing to the decline in the cash article. 
Both yellow and white are quoted at 
$2.20 in 100-lb cotton sacks. Fair ship- 
ments were made to the South, and state 
and local business was fair. 

The millfeed market was lower, stand- 
ard bran being off 50c ton and standard 
fine middlings $1. Red dog was strong, 
with practically no offerings. Oil meal 
was firm, owing to the excellent foreign 
demand for e. 

Offerings were more free from north- 
western country mills, but shippers were 
not inclined to buy, owing to the limited 
demand. Feed at eastern junction points 
found ready sale, eastern dealers pre- 
ferring to take near-by stuff in prefer- 
ence to shipment. ‘The general opinion is 
that the market will ease off until after 
the holidays. 

There was a moderate demand in the 
state, especially in mixed cars with flour. 
Stocks are light, but dealers do not care 
to make panthingts on present basis. All 
grades were salable in small lots. 

Choice milling wheat was in fair de- 
mand, and millers have liberal stocks on 
hand. Off-grades were liberally dis- 
counted to sell; receipts for the week 
were fair, mostly of inferior quality. 
Top price for No. 1 northern, $1.84. 


NOTES 


Fuch Bros., Marian, Wis., are estab- 
lishing a feed mill, to be in operation 
about Dec. 15. 


Edgar H. Evans, president of the 
Acme-Evans Co., Indianapolis, was on 
*change last week. 


L. M. Powell, sales-manager for Bern- 
hard Stern & Sons, has returned from an 
eastern business trip. 


Car receipts of grain for the week: 
wheat, 206; corn, 456; oats, 292; barley, 
385; rye, 101; flaxseed, 4. 

The L. Teweles Seed Co. has purchased 
a site, and will shortly erect a seed ele- 
vator for cleaning and storing. 

Grain in store in Milwaukee last week: 
wheat, 1,040,763 bus; corn, 26,532; oats, 
1,397,670; barley, 555,192; rye, 88,297. 

Flour stocks in Milwaukee on Dec. | 
were 21,120 bbls, compared with 39,910 
last month and 129,760 on. Dec. 1, 1915. 

Ulrich Scher, Clarno, Wis., has sold his 
flour and feed business to Samuel and 
John A. Grenzow, who take possession 
Jan. 1. 

The John P. Dousmann Milling Co., De 
Pere, Wis., is working at full capacity. 
The company recently arranged for a 
wide distribution of its flour in De Pere 
and vicinity at retail, and has gained an 
extensive trade. 

The Waubeka Roller Mills, Random 
Lake, Wis., have been purchased from 
J. P. Pallansch by E. J. Klessig, who 
takes immediate possession. Mr. Pal- 
lansch has been engaged in milling for 
48 years, and will retire Jan. 1. 

At no time have Milwaukee shippers 
been so handicapped as at present in the 
forwarding of grain, flour and feedstuffs 
to eastern points, on account of the man) 
embargoes issued by the railway com- 
panies. With the exception of the Michi 
gan Central Railroad and Pere Mar- 
quette car ferry, no lines are accepting 
eastern shipments, and the situation is 
gradually growing worse. Railway offi- 
cials eXpress the opinion that as soon a; 
the increased demurrage charges are ii 
operation there will be relief from car 
shortages and embargoes. 

George A. Schroeder, manager of the 
traffic bureau of the Milwaukee Chamber 
of Commerce, has sent a vigorous protest 
to the railroad commission of Wisconsin 
against the application of the advance 
demurrage rates promulgated by the In- 
terstate Commerce Commission, to intra- 
state business. The railroads have inti- 
mated that the new rates will be applie: 
to intrastate as well as interstate traffic. 
The Wisconsin commission: has ordere:| 
a hearing for Tuesday, Dec. 12, and « 
delegation from the Milwaukee Chambe', 
re-enforced by representatives of other 
interested organizations, will be present 
to prove that the proposed advance is not 
necessary because of any car congestion 
within the state. 

H. N, Wirson. 
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The output of flour by mills repre- 
sented at Toledo, with a combined weekly 


capacity of 48,000 bbls, for the week — 


ending Dec. 9 was 27,200, or 57 per cent 
of capacity, compared with 30,000, or 62 
per cent, the previous week, 43,700, or 91 
per cent, a year ago, 33,800, or 70 per 
cent, two years ago, and 29,700, or 62 per 
cent, three years ago. 

The features about the milling busi- 
ness last week were the reaction in wheat 
prices and the continued scarcity of cars. 
Cash and December were up 7%,¢ over 
the close of the previous week at the close 
Dec. 9, and May 614c. Toledo December 
was 16c over Chicago December, which is 
a pretty good indication of the kind of 
stuff being delivered on December con- 
tracts at Chicago. 

One mill largely dependent upon New 
York Central Lines was obliged to cut 
down its running materially, because of 
the tight embargo on these lines. - The 
embargo on the Pennsylvania was lifted 
last week for the movement of foodstuffs 
east of Pittsburgh. 

Some sales of flour were made, but on 
the whole, business was rather quiet, with 
only occasional buying in small lots. The 
decline in the market has not stimulated 
business much. Buyers are waiting, no 
doubt hoping that prices may show 
further recessions. They were rewarded 


last week by advances rather than de- © 


clines. 

Feed weakened in price, bran going off 
$1@1.50 ton and middlings about $1. One 
miller, placing his ares in mixed cars, 
holds bran high and cannot get enough of 
it to meet his demand. 


SEVENTY-FOUR PER CENT FLOUR 


Some export flour has been sold to the 
United Kingdom under the new regula- 
tions, and indications point to a 
business just in the offing. The business 
was done through regular connections 
and under regular brands. In one case, 
however, the words “Regulation Grade” 
are to be stenciled on the sack, and in 
another, “Straight Run.” This is in ac- 
cord with directions from buyers. Let- 
ters will be one-half inch high and placed 
at the top of the sack, although no in- 
structions were issued covering this point. 
The manner of marking was left to the 
discretion and convenience of the mill. 


CROP CONDITIONS AND WHEAT MOVEMENT 


Mild weather and moderate tempera- 
‘ures prevailed last week. Friday night 
it turned colder, and there was a flurry 
of snow; just enough to barely cover the 
ground, is is a favorable condition, as 
it supplies moisture, even if the protec- 
tion afforded does not amount to any- 
thing. An open winter has been predicted, 
and indications point that way. The 
wheat plant is not so far advanced as 
usual at this time, but it has a fair 
growth and appears quite even and uni- 
form. 

The wheat movement is light. Whether 
because of the decline, or inability to get 
cars, mills are not receiving many accep- 
tances on their bids. 

The Ohio state crop report, issued last 
week, makes the condition of wheat 86, 
compared with 90 a month ago, 86 a year 
ago and 68 at harvest last June. The 
amount of the last crop sold as soon as 
threshed was estimated at 46 per cent, 
against 41 a year ago. The corn crop was 


placed at 83,000,000 bus, against 117,000,- 
000 a month ago. 


CENTRAL STATES MILLS 


Sixteen mills in Ohio, Indiana and 
Michigan, including those at Toledo, with 
a combined weekly capacity of 109,860 
bbls, for the week ending Dec. 9 made 
70,159, or 64 per cent of capacity, com- 
pared with 52,595, or 58 per cent, the 
previous week, by 13 mills of 90,360 bbls 
capacity. 

Among the mills contributing to this 
report were the following: 


OHIO 
Allen & Wheeler Co., Troy. 
Mansfield Milling Co., Mansfield. 


National Milling Co., Toledo. 
Northwestern Elev. & Mill Co., Toledo. 
INDIANA 


Acme-Evans Co., Indianapolis. 
Garland Milling Co., Greensburg. 
Goshen Milling Co., Goshen. 
Lawrenceburg Roller Mills Co. 
Noblesville Milling Co., Noblesville. 
MICHIGAN 


Eldred Mill Co., Jackson. 

Huron Milling Co., Harbor Beach. 
Peninsular Milling Co., Flint. 
Voigt Milling Co., Grand Rapids. 


NOTES 

Cyrus S. Coup, vice-president and gen- 
eral manager Northwestern Elevator & 
Mill-Co., Toledo, left Dec. 9 for a short 
visit to eastern markets. 

The Thompson Milling Co., Louisville, 
Ky., has been incorporated, with a capi- 
tal of $100,000, by W. A. Thompson, Sr., 
W. A. Thompson, Jr., and Keith L. 
Bullitt. 

W. F. Steele, representing the Mar- 
shall (Minn.) Milling Co. and A. W. 
Palmer, of the Detroit office of the 
Washburn-Crosby Co., called at this office 
last week. 

The Ballard & Ballard Co., Louisville, 
Ky., has voluntarily increased the wages 
of its mill employees, as of Nov. 11, from 
8 to 13 per cent, which.means $10,000 a 
year added to the pay-roll. | 

A. C. Owens, of the Marion (Ohio) 
National Mill Co., spent three or four 
days in Toledo last week endeavoring to 
get the railroads to forward to his mill 
some wheat purchased here. 

Over 200 Ohio boys winning the prize 
of a free trip to Washington, for the 
best yield of corn per acre, made the 
journey last week. The best yield re- 
ported was 137 bus per acre. 

Gwinn Bros. & Co., Inc., Huntington, 
W. Va., have spent $100,000 in remodel- 
ing and rebuilding their flour mill, which 
now has a capacity of 600 bbls. The 
capacity of the feed and corn mill has 
also been increased. 

One of the Toledo grain men said last 
week that, until he could see the British 
Commission buying wheat in this country 
and some signs of the long-promised ton- 
nage, he would not feel like advocating 
the long side of wheat. 

C. E. and George H. Oliver have bought 
the plant and business of the Carsonville 
(Mich.) Milling Co. C. E. Oliver will be 
president, and George H. Oliver man- 
ager. C. E. Oliver will also remain at 
the head of the mill at Port Huron, 
Mich., in which he is interested. 

Certificates on December deliveries are 
being passed all along the line in Chicago. 
Millers in this section are wondering who 
will be the unlucky ones to finally re- 
ceive the wheat. It is known that they 
want to get rid of it in Chicago. This is 
old-crop wheat in bad condition. 

The government has opened an office at 
Toledo for the supervision of grain 
grades. It will not take over the grading 
of grain, but will rule in cases of dis- 
putes between individual dealers or on 
appeal from the Toledo grading. K. B. 


Seeds, of Washington, was here installin 
laboratory equipment last week, and wi 
remain until a supervisor is placed in 
charge of the office. 5 





INDIANA 


Invianapouis, Inp., Dec. 11.—Although 
the wheat market closed about where it 
started last week, there was such a fluctu- 
ating tendency that it took all the life 
out of the flour trade. There was a bit 
of whittling on the price of soft winter 
goods, but it failed to stimulate buying 
on a scale satisfactory to the mills. There 
was not the revival in orders from Europe 
that was looked for, though some sales 
were announced. Indianapolis mills as a 
rule did not share in this business, but 
Igleheart Bros., Evansvitie, landed a 
10,000-bbl order for prompt shipment. 
There is a feeling in local mill circles that 
England’s order regarding the 74 per cent 
extraction proposition may aid trading or 
make it more uniform. 

Soft winter fiour declined abeut 25c, 
which, coupled with the loss of a week 
ago, should encourage interest among 
buyers, but millers commenting on the 
situation say that the buyer appears at 
sea because of unsettled conditions. The 
week's total of trade was barely equal to 
that of the previous six days. There is no 
abatement here in the car shortage. 
movement of wheat was extremely light. 
Feedstuff holds strong. 


PLANS DEMONSTRATION FARM 


The Noblesville (Ind.) Milling Co., 
owned by the Nordyke & Marmon inter- 
ests of Indianapolis, announces the pur- 
chase of 187 acres of land near Nobles- 
ville at a consideration of $22,000, and 
will convert the same into a demonstra- 
tion farm, the object being to give 
Hoosier farmers definite and practical 
knowledge on rising grain. The com- 
pany expects to spend $30,000 in new 
buildings on this tract. Hitherto, demon- 
stration farms have been conducted in 
connection with work at the various agri- 
cultural institutes. It is believed that this 
project will prove of lasting benefit to 
those who are brought in contact with it. 


NOTES 

Flour proauction for Indianapolis, 14,- 
970 bbls. 

Charles F. Mueller, aged 42, for years 
connected with the Taggart Baking Co., 
Indianapolis, is dead. 

The Ott Grinder Co., of Chicago, a 
$50,000 corporation, is to move its head- 
quarters to Indianapolis. 

Prices, Saturday: soft winter patent 
flour, in jute, $7.60@7.70 bbl; No. 2 
wheat, $1.75 bu; millfeed, $32 ton. 

Robert Kershaw, head miller for the 
Blanton Milling Co., Indianapolis, . has 
had a stroke of apoplexy, and his re- 
covery is not expected. . 

J. M. Pearson. 





ROCHESTER 


Rocuester, N, Y., Dec. 11.—The flour 
output of the Rochester mills last week 
was 13,100 bbls, of which 9,500 were 
spring wheat flour. This represented 65 
per cent of capacity, compared with 13,- 
200, or 66 per cent, a week ago, 18,500, or 
92 per cent, a year ago, and 14,200,.or 71 
per. cent, two years ago. 

Millers found it impossible to do any 
amount of business with either Boston 
or New York buyers last_ week, and 
equally as difficult locally. As a result, 
the week was one of the dullest in a long 
time, especially as shipping directions 
were light. Most mills have cleaned up 
their books pretty well, and have but 
little flour sold for delivery. 

Prices of both spring and winter flours 
were firmer, mills not being disposed to 
make any concessions. The decline in 
wheat was followed by mills, and so were 
the advances, leaving the market at the 
close about. 10c bbl higher than the pre- 
vious week. Sales of spring patents wete 
made the first of the week at $9.60@9.65, 
wood, Boston. Then the market ad- 
vanced to $9.70@9.75, and a little more 
business was done. At the close, mills 
were asking $9.80, but it was impossible 
to make sales. 

Spring clears were in moderate de- 
mand. Some mills were sold ahead and 
did not have much trouble in disposing 
of what they made. They quoted the 
best at 75c@$1 bbl under spring patents. 


The - 
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Sales were made at $8.75@9, wood, Bos- 
ton. 

Spring low-grade flour and_ second 
clears were in moderate demand. One 
mill reported sales of second spring 
clears at $7, jute, Boston, and others of 
spring low-grade at $6.26@6.50. Sup- 
plies were sold up pretty well at the 
close, 

Both New York and New England 
took less winter flour than the previous 
week. Shipping directions were scarcer, 
and embargoes interfered with shipments. 
The ruling quotation was $8.10, wood, 
Boston, for straights, a concession of 10c 
bbl from the previous week. City prices 
were unchanged, trade locally being 
quiet. 

Rye flour prices were reduced 20c bbl, 
mills reporting sales as low as $8, wood, 
Boston. They said there were more in- 
quiries than the previous week, but that 
it was harder to do business. Shipping 
directions came in more slowly. Roches- 
ter purchased only in small lots for im- 
mediate needs. 

Graham flour prices were reduced 5c 
bbl. Sales were made at $7.30, wood, 
Boston. Demand was just fair, New 
York and Boston confining their pur- 
chases to small lots as a rule. Entire 
wheat flour sold at $9, wood, Boston, in 
car lots. 

Mills here obtained $7 per 100 lbs in 
5-lb paper sacks for buckwheat flour. 
Mild weather the first of the week inter- 
fered with demand, but a cold spell later 
brought in new orders. Buckwheat was 
scarce, and millers said it was worth 
$3.25 per 100 Ibs. 

Demand for millfeed exceeded the sup- 
ply, and mills obtained their own price. 
As high as $40, in 100’s, Boston, was 
paid for fancy spring middlings, while 
standard spring middlings sold at $38. 
Mills have been running so lightly re- 
cently that millfeeds and flour middlings 
are scarce, and may go higher. Winter 
middlings brought $42, in 100’s, Roches- * 


, ter. 


Spring bran was in good demand at 
firm prices. Most of the mills obtained 
$33, in 100’s, Boston, only one mill ac- 
cepting $32.50. Winter bran sold at 
$35, in 100’s, Rochester, and rye feed was 
in good demand at $33. 

NOTES 

George Motley, of the Moseley & Mot- 
ley Milling Co., was in the East last 
week. 

The Skehan Grain Co., Lima, N. Y., 
has completed a new 8,000-bu storage 
bin for wheat at its warehouse in West 
Main Street. 

G. W. Kruse, secretary and treasurer 
of P. C. Kamm & Co., grain dealers, 
Milwaukee, called at the Van Vechten 
mill last week. ’ 

The Shredded Wheat Co., Niagara 
Falls, declared an extra dividend of 1 
per cent and a regular quarterly divi- 
dend of 14% per cent last week. 

R. J. ATKrns. 





PHILADELPHIA 

Puitave puis, Pa., Dec. 11——The flour 
market showed a decidedly stronger tone 
early in the week, when mili limits were 
raised 20@30c bbl in sympathy with 
wheat. The subsequent reaction in the 
latter not only caused a lowering of lim- 
its, but also stopped demand almost en- 
tirely. 

A fair business was done in spring pat- 
ent early in the week at $8.75@9.25, 
wood, but at the close most of the mills 
were willing to sell at $8.75, white buyers 
were holding off for a further drop. 

Kansas flour was neglected, buyers 
refusing to pay ruling mill prices. Very 
little demand for soft winters. 

The city mills raised prices 15c early 
in the week, but the improvement was 
afterwards lost and values closed weak. 


NOTES . 

Exports of wheat since Jan. 1, 36,239,- 
136 bus, against 28,308,335 for the same 
time last year. 

In a report issued last week the state 
department of agriculture estimated that 
1,373,000 acres have been sown with 
wheat this fall, against 1,338,000 last 
year. Increases are reported from Brad- 
ford, Bedford, Crawford, Erie, Elk, In- 
diana, Pike, Tioga and York counties. 
The area seeded to rye is reported at 
263,400 acres. Samuet S. Dantets. 
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The flour market was much unsettled 
by the conditions in the wheat market 
last week. Values advanced and then 
declined, and with this second decline 
the feeling was much more uncertain 
than before the advance. There was evi- 
dence that dealers who were rather con- 
fident on the last break were somewhat 
disturbed by the market, and also dis- 
posed to wait for a more settled condi- 
tion. 

There was but little export demand. 
Inquiries were not important, and there 
was little evidence of fresh buying. De- 
livery of flour was slow. With the ter- 
minals blocked by flour and other com- 
modities, not only were export shipments 
greatly delayed but domestic deliveries 
were much handicapped. 

Quotations were on the basis of about 
$8.20@8.50 bbl in sacks for spring wheat 
patents, $7.70@8 for clears, $7.70@8 for 
winter straights, and $8.20@8.50 for Kan- 
sas straights. 


EXPORT SITUATION 


The export interest in wheat during 
the last 10 days has been very pro- 
nounced. The buying movement began 
at the end of November and was very 
large up to the middle of last week, since 
which time demand fell off, although 
there was some business. Those in close 
touch with buyers estimate that the Bel- 
gian Relief bought about 4,000,000 bus 
wheat, and the Dutch nearly 2,000,000. 

The Greeks were said to have bought 
about 72,000 tons of wheat and 12,000 
tons of flour. This would equal about 
2,700,000 bus wheat and 120,000 bbls 
flour. They were reported in the market 
on Saturday for 12,000 tons wheat, but 
whether this was part of the business 
alleged to have been done previously was 
not certain. Demand for the Dutch gov- 
ernment was also in evidence the latter 
part of the week. 

The British Commission did not seem 
to be doing much, although a few cargoes 
were reported taken. The volume of 
business done at the decline attracted 
considerable attention, and there was 
some disposition to dispute the figures. 
Transactions are ~ carefully concealed, 
where possible, as buyers have been anx- 
ious not to stimulate the market. The 
result is that, since July 1 up to Dec. 2 
the export business reported from At- 
lantic and Gulf ports was 81,000,000 bus, 
and the exports of wheat during the 
period, exclusive of flour, 132,000,000 bus. 

The buyers have been so secretive that 
only about 61 per cent of the business 
for the five months has been known prior 
to shipment. A great deal of the busi- 
ness which has been reported is for for- 
ward loading, while the shipments show 
that the actual movement has been far in 
excess of the reported trade. 

The possibility of the outward move- 
ment of wheat and other grain is much 
complicated. Saturday morning there 
was a report that another German raider 
had escaped, and the possibility that it, 
with the submarines, will cause havoc on 
the main steamship routes, was quite dis- 
turbing. The movement of the wheat 
bought by the allies is still held up by 
the absence of cargo room, but it is 
thought by well-posted steamship people 
that this condition will improve after the 
middle of this month. 

The possibility that the Greeks will 
be held up in shipping their wheat is 
quite serious. Greek steamship people 
state that the captains are much puzzled 
as to whether they shall sail or not, and 


are inclined to wait for a little clearer 
idea of the position in Greece. 

The movement of corn is also much 
restricted by the cargo situation, and 
shipments of other grain are equally 
complicated. 

ARGENTINE WHEAT 

Notwithstanding all the reports re- 
garding the great damage to the Argen- 
tine crop, prices here were quoted low 
enough toward the close of the week so 
that Argentine wheat was quoted at 
about 6c bu c.i.f. under the price of a 
similar quality of American hard wheat 
at the seaboard. The wheat which came 
in some weeks ago, about 67,000 bus, has 
all been sold. No business was reported 
last week, but it seems that a great deal 
depends upon the ocean freight condi- 
tions from the Argentine. Some rates 
as low as 20c bu have been made, but 
the price of $1.83 bu for Argentine 
wheat was based on 30c freight. 


OCEAN FREIGHTS P é 


The tonnage conditions are becoming 
so serious that there has been a further 
general advance in rates, and quotations 
have moved up sharply within the last 
few weeks on general cargo, although 
there has been very little change in the 
grain rate. The rate for net form ton- 
nage to the French Atlantic has jumped 
in the past three weeks from 90s to 125s. 
This is within 5s of the extreme high 
reported since the war began. Time 
charters for transatlantic business have 
advanced to 45s@45s 6d for a 12 months’ 
contract, the charterers paying the war 
risk. This condition prevails in all lines, 
and the advance in general cargo charter 
rates is affecting the supply of room 
available for grain. 

It is possible that developments in con- 
nection with this are hastening the action 
of the British government in its plans 
to take over all merchant tonnage. The 
dispatching of a good many boats to 
Australia has also had some effect. These 
boats take about three to four times as 
long to move a cargo as to move one 
from the north Atlantic. 

In addition to this, the condition of all 
the boats is deteriorating. They have 
been’under pressure for months, with no 
chance to go in the dry dock. Their en- 
gines are out of condition and, between 
the effect of this condition and the hold- 
up on account of the war, shippers be- 
lieve that the efficiency of the tonnage 
has been reduced fully 10 per cent com- 
pared with ordinary times, and that it 
takes 110 boats now to do the work of 
100 in time of peace. 


BREWERS BECOME MILLERS 


The wave of prohibition which is grad- 
ually sweeping over the United States is 
likely to increase the total milling ca- 
pacity and thereby keep in activity some 
of the brewing plants that might other- 
wise be dismantled or simply used as 
places for storage. Since Virginia went 
“dry,” several concerns formerly engaged 
in the brewing of beer have taken up the 
milling of feed. Notable among these is 
the Virginia Milling Corporation, Alex- 
andria, Va., formerly the Portner Brew- 
ing Co. The same condition is true in 
Maryland, and the Hagerstown (Md.) 
Brewing Co. is now consulting the Wolf 
Co. regarding the installation of flour- 
milling machinery. 


RYE AND RYE FLOUR 


Both the rye grain and rye flour situa- 
tions are peculiar. Grain is compara- 
tively scarce and prices. naturally high, 
as is true of the price of flour, and mill- 
ers of rye are firm in holding at about 
20@30c above what buyers are willing 
to pay. 

Rye feeds are commanding relatively 
higher prices than others, and while there 


seems to be quite an amount of flour to 
be had on resale at New York, one Phila- 
delphia buyer is reported to have had 
difficulty in picking up 1,000 bbls among 
Wisconsin mills. 

The exports of grain to Dec. 1 were 
approximately the same as for the same 
period last year, 6,000,000 bus, with a 
crop 8,000,000 bus short of last year. 
Eastern rye millers lean strongly toward 
the bull side of the market. 


NOTES 


Julius Seligsberg, former flour mer- 
chant of New York, died in Phoenix, 
Ariz., aged 71. 

Kansas flours are in fair demand, and 
in some instances at prices higher than 
the level of spring patent. 


The Gage-Elwell Milling Co., Fulton, — 


N. Y., has recently changed its name to 
the Mac-Well Milling Corporation. 


A. C. Fjeldberg, flour merchant, Chris- 
tiania, Norway, who has been in this 
country for about two months arranging 
connections, sailed for home Saturday, 
Dec. 9. 


Robert T. Crossen and Roy L. Eller- 
ton have been suspended from the privi- 
leges of the New York Produce Ex- 
change for being unable to meet com- 
mercial obligations. 


J. S. Howat, formerly of Toronto, but 
now with Shane Bros. & Wilson Co., 
Philadelphia, and A. H. Hankerson, of 
A. H. Hankerson & Co., Seattle, Wash., 
were in New York last Thursday. 


The low-grade situation has never been 
firmer than it is now. Practically no 
winter low-grades are offered by mills, 
and very little spring. Springs range 
in price around $6.35, and winters $7, 
jute, a point well above the normal price 
of patent. 

The New York State Millers’ Associa- 
tion will hold an informal dinner in 
Buffalo on the evening of Dec. 14. These 
affairs usually bring together the princi- 
pal progressive millers of the state and 
are not only of advantage to all who at- 
tend, but very pleasant gatherings as 
well. F. H. Price, of New York, will be 
the principal speaker. 

There is a scarcity of red dog here, 
and a strong demand for it. Several 
fair-sized lots are reported to have been 
sold for export, and it is understood 
other orders are pending. Minneapolis 
concerns are reported to have bought 
back from a New York distributor sev- 
eral cars at $47.50, which is about the 
ruling price per ton in 100-lb sacks. 


F. F. Power, London, Eng., son of the 
late E. J. Power, head of the firm of 
Power, Son & Co., grain dealers, has 
been in New York to settle his father’s 
estate. Mr. Power is a captain in the 
English army, and in the battle of the 
Somme practically his entire company 
was wiped out. Mr. Power’s coat was 
blown from his back by shell explosion, 
but he was uninjured. 

Millers visiting New York last week 
were C. L. Roos, sales-manager Hunter 
Milling Co., Wellington, Kansas; Robert 
R. Clark, president Aunt Jemima Mills 
Co., St. Joseph, Mo; A. R. McPhail, of 
the Claflin (Kansas) Mill & Elevator Co; 
Lincoln Goldie, vice-president the James 
Goldie Co., Ltd., Guelph, Ont., and W. 
H. Gooding, president Big Diamond 
Mills Co., Minneapolis. 

President E. T. Bedford, of the Corn 
Products Refining Co., issued a statement 
to stockholders last week in which he 
showed that the net income this year 
would amount to about $5,000,000, com- 
pared with $3,168,368 last year. Review- 
ing the last 10 years, the statement set 
forth that the whole organization had 
been rebuilt at the expenditure of more 
than $14,000,000, and a net income of 
$30,510,000 had been earned. 

Early in the week, when the market 
first broke, spring patents were offered 
as low as $8.35, jute, but on the rapid 
recovery of the wheat market this price 
was quickly raised to $8.50. No large 
amount of business was done, however, 
because buyers felt that the big advance 
was over and that there was hardly any 
limit to the decline in ape that could 
be expected. Those who would gladly 
have bought three days previously at 
$8.75 would not pay $8.50 on the break, 
and when the quick recovery of the mar- 
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ket occurred they were taken completely 
by surprise. 

An event in the history of harbor craft 
was the putting into commission last 
week by the Lehigh Valley Railroad of 
its new tug, Athens. The Athens is con- 
structed entirely of steel, and is 109 feet 
long over all, with a beam of 28 feet 1 
inch and a depth of 14 feet 6 inches. 
She is equipped with fore and aft com- 
pound condensing engines, developing 
1,050 h-p, a Scotch boiler and four Mor- 
rison furnaces. A Staten Island Ship- 
building Co. steering engine is used, and 
a feature of the equipment: is a Blake 
duplex fire pump, with a capacity of 
1,000 gallons per minute. The tug is 
electrically lighted. The coal bunkers 
have a capacity of 110 tons. The tow- 
ing capacity is 10,000 tons. The Athens 
was built by the Staten Island Shipbuild- 
ing Co. 





BOSTON 


Boston, Mass., Dec. 11.—The local 
flour market last week was unsatisfac- 
tory, so far as business was concerned. 
The amount done was small, buyers be- 
ing afraid to purchase because of the 
unsettled condition of the wheat market. 
A few sales were made, mainly for Jan- 
uary and February delivery, and in most 
instances the buyer was obliged to pay a 
price based on the cost of wheat for the 
moment. 

Some Minneapolis mills made limited 
special prices to their jobbers of 25@30c 
bbl under open quotations. One mill, 
that was openly quoting $9.50, sold at 
$9.20 in wood. Another, whose open 
price was $9.40, sold at $9.10 in wood, 
and intimated that $9 would be accepted 
for a round lot. These mills were openly 
holding at $9.50 at the close. Spring 
wheat country mills were relatively 
firmer than those in Minneapolis, and 
concessions were not so readily obtained. 

There was some reselling of flour by 
jobbers who could see a good profit and 
still sell under the mill quotation. Re- 
ports are that there is considerable flour 
available in this market for reselling, as 
the demand from retailers has been slow 
during the past few weeks, on account 
of limited sales to consumers. 

Spring wheat flours at the close were 
held about 25c bbl above the previous 
week’s close. Kansas hard wheat brands 
practically unchanged, patents being held 
at the same range as a week ago. Cut- 
straights were offered at 10@20c decline. 
Soft winter flours were 10@35c bbl high- 
er than the previous week’s close on pat- 
ents, with straights and clears up about 
10c. 

NOTES 


Fred E. Christiansen, baker, Spring- 
field, Mass., has made a voluntary peti- 
tion in bankruptcy. Liabilities, $1,674; 
assets, $750. 


The stock of flour in local warehouses, 
or held by jobbers and wholesalers Dec. 
1, as reported by the Boston Chamber 
of Commerce, was 34,743 bbls, compared 
with 33,361 Nov. 1, and 42,599 a year ago. 


C. E. Gwinn, president Gwinn Milling 
Co., Columbus, Ohio, was on ’change last 
week. Other visitors were E, H. Culver, 
Toledo; A. H. Hankerson, Seattle, Wash; 
L. A. Bristol, Claverack, N. Y; W. J. 
Brewer, Lockport, N. Y; C. A. Wil- 
liams, Kent, Ohio; A. C. Palmer, Wa 
verly, N. Y., and F. W. Goldsmith, New 
Haven, Conn. 


Since the closing of the port of Mont 
real, large quantities of flour have been 
diverted to Boston for shipment to the 
allied armies in France. The second of 
the Bay Line steamers to leave here since 
Dec. 1 was the Baytigern, which saile« 
Dec. 3 for Bordeaux with a cargo of 
43,860 220-lb sacks, or about 4,500 tons. 
Two more steamers of the same line are 
to sail within the next two weeks, eac! 
with 4,000 or more tons of flour. 

.P, J. Brittain, supervisor for Boston 
under the new federal grain inspection 
law, has arrived here, and will have of- 
fices in the Olliver Building. He was 
accompanied by L. M. Jeffers, who wil! 
locate on the Pacific Coast. Seth Catlin. 
of the Boston Chamber of Commerce, 
considered one of the best grain in- 
spectors in the country, and his four 
deputies, have been appointed federal in- 
— and will continue under the 
chamber. 
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The Boston & Maine Railroad has 
modified the existing embargo on freight 
entering New England, to the extent of 
receiving food products destined for hu- 
man consumption and feed for animals. 
As a result, a great many cars of flour 
and feed which have been held up for 
some time will soon reach their destina- 
tion in New England and relieve the 
shortage of these products. 
entering New England have now raised 
the embargo on foodstuffs. 

At the annual meeting of the grain 
board of the Boston Chamber of Com- 
merce, held Dec. 6, the following execu- 
tive committee was elected: Henry A. 
Bascom, George W. Collier, George W. 
Crampton, William D. Fulton, Paul L. 
Hackel, Rodney T. Hardy, William S. 
Leavitt, Edward MacLeod, A. I. Meri- 
gold, Charles A. Rache, Henry P. Smith 
and George B, Thompson. Jilliam D. 
Fulton was re-elected chairman, and Wil- 
liam S. Leavitt vice-chairman. The 
hoard has under consideration a change 
in the rules relative to brokerage charges 
in the sale of grain and feed. 


Louis W. DePass. 





BALTIMORE 


Battrmore, Mp., Dec. 11.—Flour was 
very irregular and unsettled all the week. 
Prices moved rapidly up and down with 
wheat, while demand was intermittent 
and ran principally to soft winters for 
export. Offerings of all grades were 
good on the breaks, despite the fact that 
resellers were not much in _ evidence. 
Springs were stronger than winters, 
though the trading gain in both hardly 
exceeded 15@25c bbl. Buyers, as a rule, 
are well stocked and hoping that the 
market will advance. 

Springs were higher and shown more 
attention, with fancy short patents clos- 
ing at $9.25@9.40; standard brands, $9 
@9.15; long patents, straights and cut- 
straights, $8.70@8.85; first clears, $8@ 
8.25; second clears, $7.35@7.85,—98-lb 
cottons or 140-lb jutes, or 20@30c more 
in wood. Sales showed improvement, but 
included trade brands and “bargains” 
almost exclusively. Clears were rela- 
tively scarce and firm. 

Soft winters were stronger and in con- 
stant demand, with patents closing at 
$8.30@8.55, wood, 20@30c less in sacks, 
10@45e less in bulk or buyer’s sacks; 
near-by straights, $7.35@7.50; western, 
$7.50@7.65,—bulk or buyer’s package, 10 
@15e more in cotton or jute, 40@45c 
more in wood, A fair business was done 
in near-by straight for both domestic and 
export account at prices ranging $7.15 
(@7.60, bulk. Low-grade was wanted by 
the cracker bakers, but was hard to ob- 
tain. Wholesale grocers bought an oc- 
casional car of patent at quotations. 

Hard winters were firmer and in bet- 
ter request, with patents at the close 
quoted at $9@9.25; straights, $8.75@8.90; 
clears, $7.90@8.15,—98-lb cottons or 140- 
lb jutes, or 20@30c more in wood. 
Trading was better but not large, though 
leading bakers are apparently waiting 
for a favorable opportunity to load up 
till next summer. 

Receipts of flour for the week, 107,407 
bbls; clearances, 197,211. 


NOTES 

Grain exports from Baltimore last 
week were 2,671,393 bus—785,670 wheat, 
1,857 corn, 1,322,638 oats, 480,517 rye 
and 39,711 barley. 

Receipts of new southern corn to date, 
59,731 bus; same period year ago, 72,224. 
Kange of prices last week, 90c@$1.01; 
last year, 66@78c. 

The Savarese Macaroni Co., Baltimore 
and Ninth streets, Canton, has contract- 
ed for two frame additions to its plant, 
one 38x88, and the other 49x33. 


Receipts of new southern wheat so far 
this season, 1,297,484 bus; same time last 


year, 1,507,773. Range of prices last 
week, $1.15@1.78%; last year, 90c@ 
$1,203. 


Flour exports from Baltimore last 
week were 197,211 bbls—62,750 to Gibral- 
tar, 51,214 to Genoa, 25,711 to Belfast, 
71,715 to Spezia, 19,231 to Glasgow, 6,798 
to Leith, 6,222 to Havana, and 3,570 to 
Liverpool. 

_The Terminal Warehouse Co., a sub- 
sidiary of the Pennsylvania Railroad, re- 
ceived and handl in November ap- 
proximately 50,000 bbls flour, which; ac- 


All roads ° 


. this time of the year. 
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cording to President Powell, beats all 
previous records. 

The large transfer freight-shed and 
warehouse of the Baltimore & Ohio Rail- 
road at Brunswick, Md., together with 
eight boxcars and all the records of the 
office, were burned last Thursday morn- 
ing. Estimated loss, $300,000. 

William McFeely Smith, formerly of 
Philadelphia and until recently associated 
with Rufus E. McCosh in the sale of Bay 
State flour, has embarked in the millers’ 
agency business on his own account, with 
offices in the Knickerbocker Building, 
this city. 

William M. Smith, representing W. H. 
Perrine & Co., grain, Chicago; C. How- 
ard Lloyd, farmer, “Wye House,” Mary- 
land; Ormond W. Downes, capitalist, and 
Lewis Blaustein, millers’ agent, have ap- 
plied for membership in the Chamber 
of Commerce. 

The Washburn-Crosby Co., Minneapo- 
lis, last week cleared from here in the 
Jane Radcliffe for Gibraltar about 60,- 
000 bbls flour in sacks, and it is said 
that the company was the successful bid- 
der a few days ago on a 90,000-bbl cargo 
for the Greek government. 

Near-by mills are having a picnic buy- 
ing wheat from farmers who have become 
tired of holding the grain for $2 bu. It 
is said some of the tributary mills, which 
usually pay Baltimore price or 3@5c 
less for their wheat, have of late been 
buying at 10@20c bu under the local 
market. 

Visitors were L. T. Zell, of the Euro- 
pean export department, Washburn- 
Crosby Co., New York; J. A. Kuhn, of 
the Updike Grain Co., Omaha, Neb; S. 
H. Rogers, of the Wilkins-Rogers Mill- 
ing Co., Inc., Washington, D. C; T. B. 
Teasdale, of J. H. Teasdale Commission 
Co., and John L. Messmore, of Ballard- 
Messmore Grain Co., St. Louis, and A. 
H. Hankerson, of A. H. Hankerson & 
Co, flour distributors and _ exporters, 
Seattle, Wash. 

Cuartes H. Dorsey. 





PITTSBURGH 


PirrssurcH, Pa., Dec. 11.— Flour 
prices were firm and higher the first of 
the week, but on Thursday, in sympathy 
with wheat, turned, and closed practi- 
cally unchanged from the previous week. 
Buyers showed very little interest in the 
market, and generally have bearish views 
as to future values. The few sales re- 
ported were mostly to jobbers of estab- 
lished brands and ‘for single cars to 
piece out stocks. Stocks in all positions 
in local territory are believed to be com- 
fortably large, and above normal for 
This was mainly 
responsible for directions on old con- 
tracts being slow. 

Spring patents ranged $8.65@9.10 bbl, 
49-lb paper bags, the higher price being 
asked for well-advertised Minneapolis 
brands; straights, $8.50@8.85, cotton. 

Kansas hard winter patents, $8.60@ 
8.85 bbl, 49-lb paper bags; straights, 
$8.40@8.65, cotton. 

Near-by soft winters were not offered 
freely, and values were hard to establish, 
as there was scarcely any trading. 

All grades of millfeed were dull. The 
trade has stocks, and the mild 
weather restricted sales. Spot and tran- 
sit cars were hard to dispose of, even at 
material concessions in price. Bran was 
quoted the last of the week at $30.50; 
standard middlings, $33.50; white mid- 
dlings, $36@39; red dog, $45,—all in 
sacks. 

Ear corn and shelled corn were dull 
and neglected. Receipts for some weeks 
have been in excess of requirements, and 
there has been an accumulation on tracks 
here of both kinds. Ear corn, No. 2 yel- 
low, new, was quoted at 97@98c; shelled 
corn, No. 2 yellow, 99c@$l. 

In sympathy with western markets, 
oats were lower. No. 2 white were quot- 
ed at 574%,@57%c. 

NOTES 

Enos Barkey, for many years in the 
flour and feed business at Evans City, 
Pa., died last week. 

Jobbers held established Minneapolis 
brands to the grocery trade at $9.40@ 
9.70 bbl, 49-Ib paper bags. 

Harvey G. Owens, travelling sales- 
manager Kansas Flour Mills Co., Kansas 


City, was here last week, calling on Ed- 
ward May & Sons, who represent the mill 
in local territory. : 5 

H. W. Crider, Louis Baker and §. S. 
Watters, local bakers, went to Harris- 
burg, Pa., last week, to attend the meet- 
ing of the Pennsylvania State Associa- 
tion of Master Bakers. 

The J. M. Simmons Co. has succeeded 
J. L. Jones & Co. in the flour and feed 
business at Wellsburg, W. Va. Mr. Sim- 
mons is also proprietor of-a flour and 


‘feed store at Follansbee, W. Va. 


W. A. Low. 





BUFFALO 


Burrato, N. Y., Dec. 11.—The flour 
situation is not nearly as bad as some 
millers are trying to make themselves be- 
lieve. ‘There is always a little something 
doing, and nobody knows what may hap- 
pen before the close of the year. Little 
business is usually expected at this sea- 
son, but this may be an off year. At any 
rate, shipping directions are better than 
they have been for some weeks, and this 
is cutting down stocks on hand rapidly. 

There is no price on patents, either in 
carloads or to the retailer, and some 
sharp cuts are being made, particularly 
in “Christmas specials.” Clears and low- 
grade are working out, especially the 
latter, and the mills have nothing to 
offer, either spot or for shipment. Red 
dog is particularly scarce, and what little 
there is, is being held for old customers. 
Exporters appear to be anxious to buy. 

Winter wheat millers are doing nothing, 
possibly due to the advance asked. Short 
winter patent is quoted at $8.75, standard 
at $8.50, and pastry at $8.05, in wood, 
track, Buffalo. 

Millfeeds were unsettled. Very little 
demand for bran, and the mills seem to 
have quite a supply on hand which they 
are willing to sell at $1 under previous 
week’s prices. There was also an easier 
feeling for middlings, but red dog was 
$2 higher. The weather has been unusu- 
ally mild lately, and it will take a cold 
snap or two to prick up the country trade. 

Corn-meal coarse feed prices have not 
changed, although corn has advanced 
sharply. There was a fair demand last 
week. Hominy feed scarce and _ firm. 
Gluten feed was offered freely, subject 
to delay, and spot stuff was higher in 
consequence. Cottonseed meal in light 
supply, but prices were considered too 
high. Oil meal easy; some resellers. 

Kafir corn sold at $2.35, track, Buffalo, 
and milo maize was offered at the same 
ag Rolled oats active and firmer. Oat 

ulls in good demand and higher, $22.50 
being asked for reground,. sacked, track, 
Buffalo. 

Buckwheat was held at $3.25 per 100 
lbs, track, Buffalo. Buckwheat flour sold 
at $6@6.50 per 100 Ibs, in 5-lb paper bags. 
Trade was fair. Sunflower seed was of- 
fered at 314,@3%,c per lb, sacked, track, 
Buffalo. Millet seed, $3.40 per 100 lbs. 


THE OUTPUT 


The output of the mills here last week 
was 122,200 bbls, representing 73 per 
cent of capacity, compared with 120,400, 
or 72 per cent, the previous week, 161,200, 
or 97 per cent, a year ago, 119,450, or 87 
per cent, in 1914, and 116,800, or 84 per 
cent, in 1913. 

NOTES 


Stocks of wheat here are about $,900,- 
600 bus, compared with 9,352,000 last 
year. 

Receipts of grain last week by lake 
were 11,600,000 bus, compared with 20,- 
998,000 last year. 

Quite a large quantity of flour has been 
coming down the lakes in bond, for ship- 
ment to the seaboard. 

With embargoes all around and re- 
strictions against the use of western 
cars, the grain trade is having a serious 
time doing business. 


The Great Lakes Steamship Co. has 


placed a libel on the grain cargo of the 
steamer Belgium, delivered here, claiming 
demurrage of $5,000 for five days. 

Shipments of grain by rail are con- 
fined to cargoes which are certain of be- 
ing loaded into ocean bottems on arrival 
at the seaboard. The elevators here are 
filled. 

A big grain fleet is here and more due 
the next few days, nearly all for winter 
storage. It is estimated that 80 grain- 


743 


laden vessels will hold cargoes here this 
winter, which will be 22 less than last 
year. 

Charles Flanley, of the Flanley Grain 
Co., Sioux City; Iowa, William Murry, 
owner of a string of elevators, Cham- 
paign, Ill., and C. E. Bates, of the Wayne 
Milling Co., Honesdale, Pa., were in Buf- 
falo last week. 

Federal Judge Hazel fined the Erie 
Railroad $3,000 last week for giving re- 
bates to the Globe Milling Co., of this 
city. The railroad allowed the elevator 
free switching, provided the same cars 
were used to ship the milled product as 
were used in bringing the grain to the 
mill. 

E. BAnGasser. 





NASHVILLE 


NaAsHVILLE, Tenn., Dec. 11.—Practi- 
cally all southeastern mills reported flour 
trade dull last week. A few sales were 
made when prices took an upturn, but 
on the decline there was no _ interest 
manifested, and buyers will make no 
commitments of importance before Jan. 
1. Shipping instructions were received 
in fair volume, and mills have enough 
business in sight to keep them running 
about half-time through December. 

Millers feel that fundamental condi- 
tions are such that there should be high- 
er values later. It is expected that there 
will be a continuance of agitation of 
high prices of commodities, and conser- 
vative members of the trade look for a 
slow and hesitating market. 

Cash wheat was'rather firmly held, and 
with feed slightly lower, flour has not 
been following wheat options. At the 
close, asking prices were: best or short 
soft winter wheat patents, in cotton, 
f.o.b. Ohio River, $8.80@9.50; stand- 
ard or regular patents, $8.40@8.60; long 
patents, 15c under standard; low-grades, 
30@50c under standard. 

Minnesota and Kansas flours were dull, 
rehandlers reporting lack of confidence 
in values on the part of merchants. Quo- 
tations: spring wheat patents, jute, de- 
livered Nashville, $8.80@9.20; hard win- 
ter patents, $8.20@8.50. 

Wheat was bearish, and there was a 
disposition on the part of mills to hold 
off, though there was fair movement, and 
stocks are being well maintained. No. 2 
red was quoted at $1.78@1.80, Nashville. 

Millfeed was reduced about $1 ton, on 
account of dull demand. Quotations: 
soft winter wheat bran, ton, 100-lb bags, 
f.o.b. Ohio River, $29.50@30.50; mixed 
feed, $31.50@32.50; standard middlings, 
$33@35. 

OUTPUT 

Nashville and outside mills, with a 
capacity of 165,300 bbls, showed an out- 
put last week of 138,600, or 61.7 per cent 
of capacity. This compares with 122,357 
bbls and 74 per cent the preceding week, 
71.2 the same week in 1915, 59.9 in 1914, 
59.7 in 1913, and 44 in 1912. 


STOCKS 


Stocks, with comparison, as reported 
through the Nashville Grain Exchange: 


Dec. 9 Dec. 2 
Wie, POM i ieis cece tices 42,700 44,800 
WORE, BOD os ces ccnescctees 588,500 506,500 
CORN, DU occ cewcncsecvcss 119,000 84,500 
GO WE wdc see ns cacvicss 590,000 561,000 


NOTES 

The car shortage continues severe in 
the Southeast. 

Receipts of grain at Nashville last 
week, 163 cars, 

The Marshallville (Ga.) Milling Co. 
has been organized to establish a feed 
mill. 

The Darlington (S. C.) Wheat and 
Corn Roller Mills will increase output 
of flour to 100 bbls. 

E. A. Robertson will install a flour 
mill at Friendship, Tenn., and has or- 
dered the machinery. . 

F. W. Webster & Son will build a 
feed and meal mill at Decatur, Ala., with 
a capacity of 50 tons. 

The Graham (Va.) Eclipse Roller 
Mills will expend $10,000 to increase out- 
put to 250 bbls daily. 

JoHN Lerper. 





Cables state that the Rosario, Argen- 
tine, Exchange has voted to prohibit the 
sale of spot wheat under $1.38% per bu, 
and corn at 86%¢c. 
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The flour output of Seattle mills, with 
a combined weekly capacity of 40,800 
bbls, was 22,700, or 55 per cent of capac- 
ity, last week, against 19,870, or 48 per 
cent, the previous week, and 31,002, or 76 
per cent, a year ago, and 26,323, or 63 
per cent, two years ago. 

The flour output of Tacoma mills, with 
a combined weekly capacity of 57,000 
bbls, was 52,460, or 92 per cent of capac- 
ity, against 37,150, or 65 per cent, the 
previous week, and 33,112, or 58 per cent, 
a year ago. 

With orders on their books for 60 to 90 
days’ grinding, all of the Tacoma mills 
were obliged to shut down for part of 
last week on account of not being able to 
get cars for flour shipments to the do- 
mestic East and Southeast, and to the 
Atlantic seaboard for export engage- 
ments for two cargoes still to be shipped. 


THE WEEK’S TRADE 


Flour demand was without life last 
week. Most of the mills are booked so 
far ahead that they are interested in new 
business only on special grades. Soft 
wheat flours were quoted by port mills at 
the week-end, basis 49’s, cotton: blue- 
stem family patent, $8 bbl; blue-stem 
cut-off, $6.80@7.20; export straights, 
$6.90@7. 

Interior Washington mills report prac- 
tically no bids from eastern and south- 
eastern markets. Inquiries were frequent, 
without, however, resulting in business, 
as most of the mills are still booked far 
ahead. Eastern Washington mills quoted 
on the basis of $6.90@7, 98-lb cottons, 
f.o.b. shipping point, for pastry flour. 

Representatives of eastern hard wheat 
flour mills reported some improvement 
in sales last week, but mostly small lots 
for near-by requirements. Dakota first 

atent was quoted at the week-end at 

.30@9.95 bbl; second patent, $9@9.45; 
first clear,. $8.45@8.75. Montana first 
patent, $8.85@9.25; second patent, $8.65 
@8.80; first clear, $7.90@8.40. Kansas 
first patent, $9; second, $8.85. 

The millfeed market was very strong, 
with local bran quoted at $27 ton, car- 
loads, transit points, and shorts $30. 

Grain dealers were flooded with offers 
for wheat from Minneapolis and _ the 
Southeast, but they were so far out of 
line that no business resulted. Washing- 
ton and Oregon wheats have been grow- 
ing stronger while the eastern markets 
have declined. The strength in wheat on 
this coast is due to heavy mill-buying 
requirements for old flour bookings to 
eastern and southeastern points, and also 
for export shipments via the Atlantic 
Coast for government purchases. 

At the week-end, blue-stem was worth 
$1.45 bu, f.o.b. country stations, and 
club $1.42. At Seattle these grades sold’ 
at $1.60 and $1.57, respectively. Bids on 
the Seattle Exchange, Dec. 8, for rye, 
were $44 ton; feeding barley, $38; No. 1 
oats, $35.75. 


ORIENTAL FLOUR TRADE 


Stocks of flour at Hongkong on Nov. 8 
were 250,000 14-sacks. Exchange on that 
date was 541%4c. Japan had been offering 
flour c.i.f. Hongkong at $8, but no sales 
were effected. 

Oriental flour shipments tell the story 
as to the conditions of the export trade 
from this coast. November shipments 


from Seattle and Tacoma to Hongkong 
were only 2,410 bbls, against 111,239 in 


November, 1915; July 1-Dec. 1, 110,570 
bbls, against 385,638 a year ago. 
NOTES 

A. 8. Harland, with Washburn-Crosby 
Co. at Minneapolis, was in Seattle last 
week. Wee. 

Manchurian kaoliang, also known as 
oriental millet, is quoted at $34.50 ton 
c.i.f. Seattle. 

There were no water shipments of 
wheat from Puget Sound in November, 
excepting 77,370 bus to California. 

The car situation at interior and coast 


points showed a_ slight improvement 
toward the close of last week, but is still 
very tight. 


The west coast of South America im- 
ported 14,905 bbls flour from Tacoma and 
Seattle in November, against 72,495 a 
year ago. 

Charles F. Boyd, of Frederick Boyd & 
Co., flour brokers, of Charleston, S. C., 
was in Seattle last week, and will return 
home via San Francisco. 

After considering the report of a com- 
mittee appointed to investigate the ad- 
vantages of Butte, Mont., for a mill, the 
Chamber of Commerce of that city has 
indorsed a local project for building one 
there. 

Eastern concerns have recently made 
inquiry here as to buying of Manchurian 
soya bean cake, for use as a stock feed. 
A recent analysis of this product gives 
the following results: protein, 39.6; fat, 
8.2; nitrogen free extract, 24.8; moisture, 
16.5; ash, 5.4; crude fiber, 5.3. 

At the annual convention of the Pacific 
northwestern grain growers, at Pullman, 
Wash., to be held Jan. 2-4, John G. 
McHugh, secretary of the Minneapolis 
Chamber of Commerce, will speak on 
“Functions of the Grain Exchange”; Dr. 
Ira D. Cardiff, of the state coilege, on 
“Wheat Investigations of the Experiment 
Station,” and S. A. Regan, of Portland, 
on “Grading Grains under the United 
States Grain Standards Act.” 

The Sperry Flour Co, has begun the 
publication of a monthly magazine, enti- 
tled The Sperry Family, for circulation 
among its employees. The object of the 
publication is to encourage a family spirit 
among its members and to keep them in- 
formed as to the activities of its many 
mills and departments. The magazine is 
most attractive in its typography, press- 
work and general make-up, and contains 
much of interest to those connected with 
the company as well as to outside mem- 
bers of the milling industry. 


CALIFORNIA 


San Francisco, Cat., Dec. 11.—Demand 
for flour last week was the lightest ex- 
perienced at any period during the pres- 
ent season. Bakers are well stocked until 
Jan. 1, and jobbers are inclined to buy 
only for immediate needs. 

Soft wheat flour was firmer, particular- 
ly cut-off, which was advanced 20@30c 
bbl. Blue-stem patent was quoted at 
$8.20@8.40 bbl; straight grade, $7.80@8; 
cut-off, $7.50@7.70,—98’s, cotton, deliv- 
ered San Francisco. 

Eastern mills were active in their ef- 
forts to do business on the break in 
prices, evidencing confidence that a re- 
action might be looked for. Buyers 
could not tempted, however, particu- 
larly the jobbers, who look upon present 
prices as too high to contract for future 
needs. Kansas first patents were offered 
at $9.30@9.50 bbl; Dakota first patents, 
$10.30@10.50; Montana first patents, 
$9.20@9.40; Montana first clear, $8,—98’s, 
cotton, delivered San Francisco, 

Millfeed was unchan 
holding firm at highest poi 
for many seasons and buyers loath to pur- 
chase beyond immediate needs. With the 
possible exception of bran, which was 





offered in moderate quantities, all grades 
of millfeed were scarce, particularly 
shorts and middlings. White bran was 
offered at $29.50@30 ton; shorts, $32; 
middlings, $88@39; red bran, $30,—de- 
livered San Francisco. 

There was a lower tendency on all 
coarse grains. California club wheat, per 
ctl, $2.60@2.70; northern club, $2.80@ 
2.85; blue-stem, $2.90@3; spot barley, 
$2.221/4,@2.25 for choice feed and $2.18@ 
2.20 for lower grades; white oats, $2.08@ 
2.10. 

* * : 

Receipts from Washington and Oregon 
during November: flour, 372,392 1,-bbls; 
wheat, 68,475 ctls; bran, 1,392 tons, 





OREGON 

PortLanp, Orecon, Dec. 11.—The flour 
market is still on the $8 basis for pat- 
ents. In the middle of the week there was 
considerable strength in the market and 
plans were laid for a 20c advance all 
around, but the weakening of the wheat 
market on the following day upset the 
programme. At the moment the market 
is rather weak, and also decidedly inac- 
tive. There is a good demand for mill- 
feed and steady and unchanged prices are 
quoted. 

Wheat prices here keep well in line 
with the fluctuations at Chicago. There 
is but little coast demand from any point, 
and only an occasional sale is reported 
for eastern account. The car situation 
does not show much improvement, and 
the renewal of business in the market de- 
pends on this. 

Bid prices at the Merchants’ Exchange, 
Friday, for December wheat, were: blue- 
stem, $1.52; forty-fold and club, $1.48; 
red Russian, $1.45. 

There is more strength in oats than in 
any other cereal. The supply seems well 
controlled, and holders believe high 

rices are inevitable. For December oats 

5.75 was bid Friday, and for January 
$36.50 was offered. 

The barley market is nominal at $38 
for feed grade. 

NOTES 

Sam Glasgow, of the Pasco (Wash.) 
Flour Mills Co., is in the city for a few 
days. 

M. W. Hunt, superintendent of the 
Portland Flouring Mills Co., has returned 
from a business trip to Memphis and 
other eastern cities. 

B. Mitsui, son of the senior member 
of the Japanese importing and shipping 
firm of Mitsui & Co., who for two years 
has been manager of the local branch of 
the firm, has been transferred to the New 
York office. His successor is Y. Mori- 
waki, formerly assistant manager here. 

J. M. Lownspate. 


Exports Grain and Grain Products 
The Department of Commerce furnishes 
the attached statement of exports of grain 
and grain products from the United States 
during October and for the 10 months ended 
Oct. 31 (000’s omitted): 





Jan. 1 to 
c—October—, -—Oct. 31— 
1916 1915 1916 1915 


Flour, bbls..... 835 1,246 12,048 12,431 
Wheat, bus....11,966 17,987 125,791 179,215 
Corn, bus...... 3,613 1,019 44,854 41,320 
Oats, bus...... 8,619 7,667 87,253 90,399 
Rye, bus....... 1,679 3,055 11,406 10,998 
Barley, bus.... 1,775 2,700 20,484 19,309 
Corn meal, bbis 33 25 318 421 
Oatmeal, Ibs.... 5,083 3,286 68,595 659,448 





United States Visible Supply of Wheat 

The following table shows the visible sup- 
ply of wheat in the United States on Dec. 
2, 1916, with comparisons (000’s omitted): 








Hard Winter Wheat and Flour Prices 

The following table gives the price of a 
95 per cent patent flour, per bbl, in jute, 
f.o.b. Kansas City, the closing price per bu 
of No. 2 hard wheat at Kansas City on Dec. 
2, and on approximately the same date in 
other years: 


No.2 Pat- No.2 Pat- 
Year hard ent Year hard ent 
1916..... $1.71% $7.80 1907..... $ .94% $4.25 
1915..... 1.00% 4.75 1906..... 10 
1914..... 1.06% 4.70 1905..... 3.75 
1913..... 6% 3.80 1904..... 1.03% 4.90 
1912..... 84 3.75 1908..... 72% 3.15 
1911..... 1.01% 4.40 1902..... 65 2.90 
1910..... 93% 4.30 1901..... 70% 2.90 
1909..... 1.05 4.65 1900..... 65% 3 
1908..... 1.01 4.356 1899..... 66 3.00 
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DULUTH-SUPERIOR 

Pourutrn, Minn., Dec. 11.—Closing of 
lake navigation had the effect of cutting 
down the eastern flour demand. The 
increase in cost to buyers via all-rail re- 
duces sales. Mills report trade as dull. 
Much activity attended getting off flour 
and feed on the last boats. Generally the 
trade seems to have requirements covered 
up to at least Jan. 1. Lower wheat today 
caused mills to reduce prices, making net 
advance for week 20c bbl. 

United Kingdom asked for offers, but 
no business resulted. Scarcity of ocean 
room and high freight rates prevented 
business. 

Scattered sales of rye were reported. 
While buyers continue to inquire, they 
are not disposed to place orders of any 
arene Prices today dropped 10c 

Local mill did a fair business in durum 
flour for December and January ship- 
ment. Sales comprised small parcels to 
car lots, and at generally full prices. 
Prices were advanced 20c bbl for the 
week. 

Duluth-Superior mills last week made 
41,920 bbls of flour, of 12 per cent above 
normal capacity, against 38,000 bbls, or 6 
per cent above, the previous week, and 
39,080 bbls, or 9 per cent above, a year 
ago. 

NOTES 

Car situation is bothering mills and 
elevators. ‘They are getting very few cars 
for eastern delivery. 

Changes in coarse grains for the week 
were: oats, fractionally higher; rye, 1@ 
2c lower; barley, 2@4c: higher. 

The Duluth-Superior Milling Co. is 
considering increasing the capacity of its 
durum mill. However, nothing is definite. 

Detectives were here last week working 
on a clue to the discovery of F. S. Bur- 
gess, former manager of the Dominion 
government grain elevators at Winnipeg. 

Water rate on wheat, Duluth to Buf- 
falo, is firm, closing at 41%,¢ for regular 
delivery. Little or no chartering; pres- 
ent shipments are mostly under former 
bookings. 

Elevator stocks of wheat are down to 
4,500,000 bus domestic and — 1,000,000 
bonded. Receipts are falling off rapidly 
with the diminished shipping demand. 
Grain men look for a small movement 
throughout the winter. 

The continuance of mild, open weather 
made it possible for package freighters to 
lengthen the limit for taking flour and 
feed up to Dec. 5. The extension was 
needed to clear up the large accumulation 
in mill and railroad chet destined for 
eastern points. 


Final grain boats are expected to de 
part from Duluth by midnight, Dec. 12, 
when insurance expires. Ore shipping is 
also thought to be about through for the 
year. Marine men feel that this fall has 
been most remarkable for good weather 
and total shipments. 


The best grades of milling wheat are in 
good demand. Poor quality is getting 
more difficult to move, even at wider dis 
counts. No. 1 northern, track and to ar 
rive, is unchanged at 2c under May. No 
2 sells on a basis of 5@15c under May. 
and No. 3 at 10@30c under. No. 2 hari! 
Montana has advanced 5c, to May price. 
Spot No. 1 durum has weakened, ani 
sells at 2c under May. No. 2 decline: 
2c, going to 5@10c under May. 

F. G. Cartson. 





Prices of Spring Patent and Wheat 
The following table gives the average q' 
tation of patent flour per 196 Ibs in wo, 

f.o.b. Minneapolis, as obtained from nort 
western mills, and the closing price of No. ! 
northern wheat at Minneapolis on Dec. ‘. 
1916, and on approximately the same d:‘° 
in other years: 


lnor Pat lnor Pat 
Year bu bbl Year bu bb! 
To Se $1.82% $9.00 1901..... $ .73% $3.50 
30865...85 1.09% 6.60 1900..... 72% = 3.80 
1944. .<% 1.15% 65.75 1899..... .63 3.45 
1913..... 85% 4.50 1898..... 63% 3.5 
Ct ee 82% 4.45 1897..... 90% 4.7 
» >» re 1.01% 5.25 1896..... 82% 4 
2928..... 1.04% 56.30 1895..... 62% 3.1 
1900...> 1.07% 65.45 1894..... 59% 3 
2968. see 1.10% 5.40 1893..... 59% 3.50 
1907..... 1.04% 6.25 1892..... 6 3.85 
1906..... 78% 4.05 1891..... 85% 4.65 
1905..... 85% 4.356 1890..... 84% 4.99 
1904..... 1.14% 5.80 1889..... 7TH 4.00 
1908..... F 4.40 1888..... 1.11% 6.40 
T0GB Ao v0 -73 3.70 1887..... 71 4.35 





It is stated that the International Mcr- 
cantile Marine Co. will have four large 
fast merchant vessels built in the United 
States for the American Line. 
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THE NEW EXPORT FLOUR 

Canadian mills have reached an under- 
standing of the new British regulations 
which is sufficiently exact to permit the 
resumption of business. A number of 
sales have been made to importers on a 
basis of 76 per cent extraction, and more 
are following every day. 

In the case of the Ontario winter wheat 
inills the new conditions do not impose 
much of a change, as the almost universal 
export grade with them is a_ so-called 
90 per cent, which is really a 93 to 95 per 
cent. Such flour séems to be within the 
meaning of the new law. With the Mani- 
toba spring wheat mills the case is dif- 
ferent, and here some readjustment is 
necessary. However, they find it pos- 
sible to make this, and business is now 
going on much as usual. 

The only serious effect of the new 
regulations in Canada will be a lessening 
of the supply of millfeed available for 
domestic consumption. To what extent 
this will be felt the trade is not yet in- 
formed. At present a far more difficult 
handicap is tne ocean freight space 
famine. The volume of flour sales is 
governed entirely wd this factor, and not 
by the British regulations. 


THE FLOUR SITUATION 

Domestic prices for spring wheat flour 
finished the week at previous Saturday’s 
close. The market was unsettled. On 
‘Tuesday, Manitobas were 30c down, but 
recovered on Wednesday. Ontario win- 
ters were less active, and closed the week 
unchanged. There was a moderate de- 
mand for both classes of flour. Mills are 
all sold well into the new year. 

A better understanding of the new 
British regulations which was reached last 
week enabled millers to resume their ex- 
porting -trade. By Saturday, considerable 
business had been done over the cable. 
Much more was possible had the neces- 
sary ocean freight space been available. 
At the week-end, Manitoba flours com- 
plying with the British regulations were 
offering at 57s. 6d per 280 lbs in 140-lb 
bags, ¢c.i.f. London, Liverpool or Glas- 
gow, December shipment from mills. 
This flour would be a 76 per cent extrac- 
tion from No. 1 northern wheat. At the 
same time Ontario winters made from 
No. 2 wheat were offering at 54s 6d, same 
ports and terms. 

Toronto brokers buying winter wheat 
flour paid $7.10 bbl in their bags, car lots, 
f.o.b, here. Local quotations, per bbl: 
Spring petemee Grats 2... cc ssccviccsese $9.90 


Spring patents, seconds 
Spring first clears 


Spring second clears ........--secceees 8.70 
Winter and spring blends .............. 9.00 
Winter 90 per cents ...........eeeecees 8.50 


All delivered in 98-lb bags, mixed-car lots, 

Ontario country points. 
MILLFEED HIGHER 

Manitoba mills advanced bran and 
shorts $1 ton on Wednesday. Demand 
for all kinds of feed is good. On Satur- 
day, bran was selling at $32, shorts $36, 
middlings $39, ton, and feed flour, $2.80 
per 100 lbs in bags, in mixed cars with 
flour. Car lots, $1 more. 


WINTER WHEAT STEADY 


Ontario winter wheat closed the week 
at prices of previous Saturday, namely, 
*1.70@1.72 bu in car lots, country points. 
No. 1 northern, on track Bay ports, 
$1.95%, 

COARSE GRAINS 

These grains were in good demand at 

steady prices. Ontario oats declined Ic 


bu. On Saturday, No. 2 white Ontario 
oats were offering at 62@64c bu; malting 
barley, $1.14@1.20; rye, $1.41@1.42; 
buckwheat, $1.30; peas, $2.40,—on track, 
country points in Ontario. No. 2 Cana- 
dian western oats, 661/,c bu, track, Bay 
ports. 
CEREALS 

Rolled oats are selling freely at an 
average price of $3.55 per 90-lb bag, de- 
livered Ontario points. Some mills are 
taking as low as $3.40, and some are get- 
ting well over $3.60. Oatmeal in 98-lb 
bags, 10 per cent over rolled oats. 

There is a big export demand for 
rolled oats and oatmeal, but very little 
means of filling same, owing to ocean 
freight situation. Prices asked are much 
higher for this reason. On Saturday, sellers 
were quoting 66s 6d per 280 lbs for 
rolled oats in 140-lb bags, c.i.f. London, 
Liverpool or Glasgow, and for pinhead 
oatmeal 64s 6d. . 

Reground oat ,hulls were firm at $25 
ton, in bags, delivered f.o.b. Ontario 
points or Montreal. 


OCEAN FREIGHTS 
Very little flour space is offering in 
Canada. Steamship companies appear to 
have all near-by space booked. Oatmeal 
mills are being forced out of the export 
trade by the ocean freight situation. As 
high as $1.25 per 100 Ibs is now being 
asked for rolled oats or heavy oatmeal, as 
against 65c not so long ago. Steamship 
companies cannot get the space to take 
care of demands made upon them by 
other classes of goods that naturally bear 
these higher prices. 


NOTES 

The current sterling exchange quota- 
tion for 60-day paper at Toronto was 
$4.7020 on Saturday. 

A meeting of Ontario winter wheat 
millers was held on Friday at Guelph. 
The business was to examine samples of 
bread made from new-crop Manitoba 
flour, to discuss Fort William elevator 
matters, to consider the new British regu- 
lations and to canvass the situation with 
respect to millfeed. 

An amusing error was made by at least 
three Ontario millers in reading cable 
instructions received last week. While 
confirming purchases of flour for Pa. 
ment to Britain, their buyers added the 
words “delete patent,” the intention being 
to omit the word “patent” from brands 
formerly in use. In each case the millers 
proceeded to have the bags printed with 
“Delete Patent” as the brand name. And 
this happened in a Canadian province 
that boasts its educational system. 


MONTREAL 

Montreat, Que., Dec. 11.—Owing to 
the sharp decline in wheat, a weaker feel- 
ing prevailed in the local flour market, 
and by Saturday first patents were quot- 
ed at $10, seconds at $9.50 and strong 
clears at $9.30 bbl, in bags, and 30c more 
in wood, in full- and mixed-car lots, de- 
livered to the trade. There was a dis- 
position on the part of some local and 
country buyers to operate and, on the 
whole, a fair amount of business was 


done. 

Winter wheat flour also displayed 
weakness, and prices declined 60@70c 
bbl. At this reduction only a moderate 
amount of business was done, as buyers 
generally were fairly well supplied. Sales 
of 90 per cent patents were made at 
$8.90@9.10 bbl, in wood, and at $4.25@ 





4.35 bag, in mixed- and full-car lots, de-, 


livered to the trade. 

In spite of lower prices ruling for grain 
and flour, a strong feeling prevailed in 
millfeed, and millers advanced prices $2 
@8 ton. This was attributed to keen de- 
mand and the somewhat limited quantity 
available. Bran sold at $32, shorts at $35, 


and middlings at $38@40 ton, including 
bags, in mixed-car lots, delivered to the 
trade.. 

The market for rolled oats continued 
easy, and prices declined 10c per bag. 
Demand was limited at $3.40 per bag of 
90 lbs for standard grades, delivered to 
the trade. 

At the lower range of values there was 
a good demand from local buyers for 
oats, and sales of 200,000 to 300,000 bus 
were made. No. 1 Canadian western in 
car lots sold at 7014c, and No. 2 Cana- 
dian western 681/,c, bu, ex-store. Ameri- 
can No. 3 yellow corn was in good de- 
mand, and quite an active trade was done 
in car lots for future shipment from 
Chicago. Ontario malting barley was 
firm, with sales of car lots at $1.30@1.32 
bu, ex-track. Tuomas S. Bark. 





WESTERN CANADA 


Winnipsec, Man., Dec. 11.—With wheat 
selling at higher prices, flour made a 
corresponding advance of 30c bbl. Mill- 
ers announced the change on Thursday. 
Domestic demand was excellent and ex- 
port business good. Millers had received 
no definite instructions with regard to 
new regulation flour for export to Britain. 
‘ Flour to Manitoba points, in cotton or 
jute bags, delivered to the retail trade, 


net: best patents, $9.90 bbl; seconds, 
$9.40; first clears, $8.40; second clears, 
$6.70. 


Feeds made some further advances. 
Demand was heavy. Net prices to Mani- 
toba points, in 100-lb sacks, straight or 
mixed-car lots: 


PE aeewkst wakes eect acasduadede wes $28.00 
MD 086 0c nccdedee dee cecceeensse tbe 30.00 
CE GED cov ncerssaaes vaveccesceeewes 42.00 
BNO DUD i vain. o Kc cbc cowed eres oases 48.00 
Mixed barley and oats ...........5545 45.00 
ED. MID on 65.6 6 0.6.0 6:0 0:0'¥0 08:60 36.00 
Red dog or feed flour .............5. 42.00 
DEE CRO wea cveeds teers ctisasocsvegess 49.00 


No change occurred in rolled oats and 
oatmeal. Demand was good. Rolled oats, 
$3.20 per 80-lb sacks; standard and 
granulated oatmeal $4, and corn meal 
$3.20, per 98-lb sack. 

Demand for cash oats generally was 
quiet, improving a little on Friday. 
Prices were about steady. Closing price 
of No. 2 Canadian western, 581,c. 

There was a good, steady demand for 
cash barley, and prices were slightly 
higher. ‘Closing price of No. 3 Canadian 
western, $1.05. ‘ 


Little trading was done in flaxseed, 


only a few cars being taken by crushing 


interests. Prices made several advances. 
Closing price of No. 1 northwestern, 
$2.59 1/. 


There was an excellent demand for 
cash wheat by exporting houses several 
days of the week, and a fair amount of 
buying in contract grades was credited 
to eastern millers on Monday. The situa- 
tion in Roumania, the political changes in 
England, and other outside news kept the 
market nervous and unsettled. Prices 
made a daily advance until Friday, when 
a break of about 3c occurred. Shortage 
of ocean tonnage caused exporters some 
anxiety. 

Closing price of wheat, in cents per 
bushel, at Winnipeg, each day of the 
week: 

-——_Cash——__, -—-Futures—, 


in 2n 8n Dec. May 
a ieee ee 177% 174% 168% 176% 178% 
Dec. 6 m...... 181% 179% 171% 179% 181% 
Dec. @ ....... 185% 183% 176% 183% 185% 
Dees F.wcsecve 188% 186% 179% 185% 186% 
Dec. 6 .cccse 185% 183% 176% 182% 184% 
Dec. 9 ....... 187% 185% 178% 184% 186% 


All prices are on the basis of delivery in 

store at Fort William and Port Arthur. 
NOTES 

The members of the Winnipeg Grain 
Exchange last week voted $3,000 to the 
fund being raised to provide Christmas 
cheer for the families of soldiers in this 
city. 


The experimental farm at Brandon, 
Man., was partially destroyed by fire on 
Dec. 6. Damage was estimated at $40,000. 
A quantity of special seed for experi- 
mental purposes was lost. 

N. Taitinger, an Alberta farmer, is re- 
ported to receiving, from Ontario, 
orders for carload shipments of barley 
for breakfast cereal manufacture. Tait- 
inger is known as the world’s champion 
in barley growing, his crop this year aver- 
aging over 75 bus an acre. 

Dr. F. J. Birchard, of the Dominion 
Grain Research Laboratory, Winnipeg, 
exhibited, at the Grain Exchange last 
week, samples of flour milled from No. 3 
northern, and lower grades of wheat, to- 
gether with loaves baked from the vari- 
ous flours produced. The flour yields 
were: No. 3, 70 per cent; No. 4, 68.5; No. 
4 special, 67; No. 5, 63; No. 5 special, 
62.5. The tests undertaken went to prove 
that the wide spreads existing between 
the contract and lower grades of wheat - 
at Winnipeg do not represent the com- 
mercial difference between the grades. 


G. Rock. 





Getting Good Export Prices 

Frederic Blank, the Dunlop Mills, 
Richmond, Va: 

Peace rumors, diplomatic crisis, short- 
age of cars, talk of government embargo 
on wheat, railroad embargoes, large vis- 
ible supplies,—combined to bring about 
the sensational decline in prices in the 
last three weeks. 

On different occasions wheat was left 
friendless, but we ‘believe that the buyers 
at large know that it is a question of 
“present plethora vs. future famine.” The 
struggle of these factors has been reflect- 
ed in the wild fluctuation of the market, 
favoring the bears or the bulls, according 
to the prevailing sentiment of the day. 

We do not think that this decline has 
by any means changed the strong basic 
conditions of the market, but, on the con- 
trary, that it has placed it in a much 
healthier tone.. As soon as the atmos- 
phere clears up and the bearish problems 
are solved, we have no doubt that supply 
and demand will be the ultimate arbiter 
of prices. 

The export flour situation is very satis- 
factory, and we understand that the same 
condition exists with all millers, and 
especially seaboard millérs, who can make 
shipments. We experience little compe- 
tition in foreign markets, which demon- 
strates that many export millers, for some 
reason or other, are unwilling to quote 
any prices. 

We have demanded our prices, and 
eventually secured them. There is a cer- 
tain amount of foreign demand for flour ~ 
that has to be satisfied by this country, 
with the limited amount of millers that 
can export under the present conditions, 
and in the course of our business we 
found out this peculiar situation and act 
accordingly. 

Today there should not be any over- 
anxious millers (among those who can 
sell tor export), as we believe that all of 
these millers can secure their own prices 
abroad without having to make any allow- 
ance. Of course, on many occasions, by 
not meeting the clients’ counter-offers, 
bookings may be delayed, but the miller 
will eventually get his share just the 


‘same, as long as this demand exists and 


the millers who are supplying it are 
limited. 





Winnipeg Wheat Prices - 
Total wheat inspections and average clos- 
ing cash prices of Nos. 1, 2 and 3 northern 
at Winnipeg by months: 


Cars 
1916-17— inspected 1 nor 2 nor 3 nor 
September .. 12,675 160% 158% 155% 
October ..... 24,463 174% 171% 166% 
November ... 26,717 195% 186% 


191% 
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CHICAGO, DEC, 9 
FLOUR—Prices carload and round lots, 
f.o.b. Chicago: 
SPRING WHEAT FLOUR 


Leading Minneapolis brands, % 
sacks or wood, per 196 Ibs, less 
usual discounts for cash to re- 


COR). CHOTOMOMES 6 iecccccccccces $9.30@9.70 
ABTIME BOGOR, JOCO occ cccccccicce 8.40 @8.65 
Spring straights, jute ..... chéece . 8.10@8,.25 
Spring clears, jute ........ ectees - 7.65@7.90 
Second clear, 140 lbs, jute........ 5.70@5.90 
Red dog, 140 lbs, jute ........... 4.30@4.50 


City mills’ spring patents, jute... 8.50@8.60 
WINTER WHEAT FLOUR 


Patent, southern, jute ........... $8.30@8.50 
Straight, southern, jute .......... 7.90@8.00 
Clear, southern, jute ...........+. 7.10@7.40 
HARD WINTER FLOUR 
First patent, Kansas, jute..... ..- $8.35 @8.60 
Patent, 96 POF COME . nce cssccccce 8.10 @8.35 
Clear, Kansas, jute ............+. 7.10 @7.40 
RYE FLOUR 
Rye flour, white, jute ............ $7.40@7.65 
Rye flour, standard, jute ........ - 7.00@7.20 


MILLFEED—tThe feed market is more 
unsettled than ever, owing to the question 
of embargoes applying to practically all 
lines, together with that of the car situa- 
tion, which makes it impossible to quote 
prices with any assurance of delivery. Spring 
wheat bran is quoted at $29.50; middlings 
$32; winter wheat bran $30.25, middlings 
$39, red dog $46,—in 100-lb sacks. 

WHEAT—Offerings light; demand fair; 
prices irregularly lower. No. 2 red, 2@3c 
under May; No. 3 red, 3@1i5c under May, 
with sales at $1.69; No. 2 hard on track, 
2@2%c over May, sales at $1.76% @1.76%; 
Turkey variety, 7@8c over May, sales at 
$1.81%; No. 1 northern, May price to 8c 
over; No. 2 northern, May price to 5c over. 

RYE—Firmer; offerings small; demand 
good; No. 2 sold at $1.45@1.48 on track, 
and to arrive at $1.45; No. 3, $1.40@1.42%; 
No. 4, $1.38. 

CORN GOODS—tTrade fair; mills sold up 
liberally; car scarcity restricts shipments; 
prices unchanged; grits $2.39, and meal 
$2.38, per 100 Ibs. ‘ 

WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 

Receipts and shipments of flour and grain 
for the week, with comparisons (000’s omit- 


ted): 
a PS --Shipments— 
1915 


1916 915 1916 
Flour, bbis..... 230 138 232 221 
Wheat, bus.... 1,193 992 842 855 
Corn, bus...... 2,962 2,223 1,746 1,183 
Oats, bus...... 2,816 2,710 2,151 1,889 
MIO, VOB sco. 2 257 204 320 300 
Barley, bus.... 911 924 324 254 





PHILADELPHIA, DEC. 9 


FLOUR—Receipts during the week, 7,614 
bbls and 5,580,999 lbs in sacks. Exports, 
8,500 sacks to Glasgow, 5,000 to Liverpool 
and 13,000 to London. Quotations, 196 Ibs 


in wood: 
Spring favorite brands .......... $9.25@9.50 
WE WORGE. 2 css erecsiccecscses 8.75 @9.00 
See Ne GOOD ii cdcnctveaceseee 8.00 @8.25 
City mills— 
Choice and fancy patent ....... 9.25@9.50 
Regular grades— 
SE NOR 5 vice 0.906 we'd O¥8 8.00@8.25 
Wetee GEFRIRE oon sc cceseeces 7.75 @8.00 
Winter first clear ............ 7.25 @7.50 
EL, noes Kae téc.c006euwee 8.00@8.25 
WENO GOTMERE ccc ccc ccc ccc nece 7.75 @8.00 
Ly ek eee 7.25 @7.50 
Kansas patent, cotton sacks...... 8.60 @8.85 
Kansas straight, cotton sacks..... 8.25@8.50 


Kansas first clear, cotton sacks... 7.75@8.00 

MILLFEED—Scarce and firm on the spot, 
but demand only moderate. Feed to arrive, 
dull and easier. Quotations, per ton: 


Soft winter bran, 100-lb sacks. .$.....@34.00 
Western to arrive, in bulk...... 31.00 @32.00 
Spring bran, 100-lb sacks— 
BGS Siwte cic ccedgemecateviate 32.00 @32.50 
To arrive, all- rail ees di'veuus 31.00 @31.50 
White middlings, to arrive, 100- 
rarer ere 38.00@39.00 
Standard middlings, to arrive, 
BOOTS DGD: 5 0058 6:6 65:5 88 pace ae 34.00@34.50 


Red dog, to arrive, 140-Ib sacks 44.00@45.00 
Shorts, to arrive, 100-lb sacks.. 34.00@34.50 
Mixed feed, to arrive, 100-lb sks 33.00@34.00 

WHEAT—Market very irregular. Prices 
at one time showed an advance over Satur- 
day’s figures of 5c. At the close, however, 
there is a net advance of but le. Export 
demand fair. Receipts, 749,535 bus; exports, 
472,036; stock, 2,270,081. Closing prices, bu: 


CAR LOTS, IN EXPORT ELEVATOR 


Brey. 2D CORES Seca cide etcdevckbn $1.72@1.75 
i ee | eer erro 1.70@1.73 
Beemer TG. SF OE 6 vive cowcvres 1.68 @1.71 
A SP ws a's hwadd dOd.0d ew eee tebe 1.68@1.71 
om ce, Me MCT Tee ree 1.64@1.67 
I eee Pree ee Te oer 1.60@1.63 


RYE—Offerings only moderate, but de- 
mand slow, and prices declined 3c. Quota- 
tions: No. 2 western in export elevator, $1.45 
@1.50 bu. Small lots of near-by rye, in 
bags, $1.05 @1.25. 

RYE FLOUR—Trade quiet, and market 
weak in sympathy with raw material. Quo- 


tations: $7.90@8.50 per 196 lbs, either in 
wood or sacks. 

CORN—Supplies small, but buyers holding 
off, and prices declined 2c. Receipts, 14,395 
bus; stock, 25,367. Closing prices, per bu: 


CAR LOTS FOR LOCAL TRADE 


Old western yellow .........25.4.- $1.12@1.15 
New western, cool and sweet ecue 1.02@1.05 
New southern, cool and sweet..... -99@1.01 


CORN PRODUCTS—The market firm un- 
der light offerings and a fair demand. Quo- 
tations: 100-1b 

bis sacks 
Kiln-dried yellow meal.$65. Py 76 % 75 @2.80 
Granulated yellow meal 5.80@5.90 2.80@2.85 
Granulated white meal. 5.70@5.75 2.756@2.80 
Yellow table meal .... 5.55@5.65 2.70@2.75 
White table meal ..... 5.45@5.50 2.65@2.70 
White corn flour ...... 5.70@6.75 2.75@2.85 
Yellow corn flour ..... 5.50@6.60 2.65@2.70 
Pearl hominy ..... - 5.90@6.00 2.85 @2.90 
Hominy and grits, case 2.00@2.10 ....@.... 

OATS—Market declined ic early in week, 

but afterwards recovered and closed steady 


with a fair local trade demand. Receipts, 
327,136 bus; stock, 373,490. Quotations: 

We. F WERG..ccccveees babe ai eées 61 @61% 
Standard white ............ «ses 60%@61 
Be ee NE cece tciseevines «see 59% @60 
BHO. A WREGD c6 cw cdccecvccvse eoeee 58 @5BD 
Sample Oats .......seeeeeeeee -. 55 @56 


OATMEAL—Quiet ‘eas easier. Pearl bar- 
ley showed little change. Quotations: 
ground, per 200 Ibs, wood, $7.43@7.59; pat- 
ent, cut, per 200 lbs, wood, $7.43@8.75; 
rolled, steam and kiln-dried, per 180 Ibs, 
in wood, $6.75@7; pearl barley, in 100-lb 
sacks, $4.80@6.05. 





TOLEDO, DEC. 9 


FLOUR—Quotations, carload and round 
lots, f.o.b. Toledo, wood basis, per bbl of 
196 lbs: 


SPRING WHEAT FLOUR (IN COTTON) 


Patent, ToleGeO-MGRe 000 visi vivcecssec $9.35 
SOFT WINTER WHEAT FLOUR 
PME b's po ee Vokinwsbedes cb ets eee $8.20@8.35 
GPRS nn ci vcs cnn cpcccccvtcscere 8.10@8.25 
COOP icc cchelonsess RRO R AUR meas 7.70 @7.85 


MILLFEED—Car lots, in 100-lb sacks, per 
ton, f.o.b. Toledo: 


Winter wheat bran ............ $29.50@32.00 

i, a ree 31.75 @33.00 

pT TT rere 34.00@35.00 
WHEAT—Closing prices No. 2 red: 

Cash Dec. May 
pT SN MPT $1.73% $1.73% $1.79% 
SG seraveeccs 1.78 1.78 1.83% 
Wednesday ...... 1.84 1.84 1.89% 
Thursday ........ 1.81% 1.81% 1.87% 
WOMEN ic0acdeoce 1.78% 1.78% 1.83% 
Saturday ........ 1.81% 1.81% 1.86% 


Receipts, 40 cars, 21 contract; 
111, 55 contract. 

CORN—Receipts, 120 cars, 91 contract; 
year ago 89, 38 contract. 

OATS—Receipts, 22 cars, 12 contract; year 
ago 41, 1 contract. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
--Receipts—, --Shipments—, 
1916 1915 1916 1915 

45,300 583,000 54,100 269,600 

143,400 166,800 36,200 22,100 

32,800 68,800 81,400 52,000 


year ago 


Wheat, bus.. 
Corn, bus.... 
Oats, bus.... 





MILWAUKEE, DEC. 9 


FLOUR—Wholesale prices, car lots, per 
bbl, f.o.b. Milwaukee: 


Hard spring patent, wood ....... $9.50@9.65 
Hard spring straight, wood ...... 8.90@9.00 
POMP GIGRE, FOES. oeicececccs devs meee ro" 
Rye flour, pure, wood ........... - @7.60 
Rye flour, country blended, jute.. 7.00@7. 25 
Kansas straight, cotton .......... 8.20@8.35 
Kiln-dried granulated corn meal, 

yellow, 100 Ibs, cotton ......... -@2.20 
Kiln-dried granulated corn meal, 

white, 100 lbs, cotton ......... -@2.20 


MILLFEED—Lower. Standard bran, 
$28.50; standard fine middlings, $31.50; flour 
middlings, $35.50; rye feed, $31; red dog, 
$45.50@46; brewers’ dried grains, $35; oil 
meal, $45.50,—all in 100-lb sacks. 

WHEAT—Advanced 5c, with demand 
good from millers for choice. Shippers took 
off-grades at liberal discount. Receipts, 199 
cars. No. 1 northern, $1.73@1.84; No. 2, 
$1.66@1.76; No. 3, $1.35@1.65; No. 2 hard, 
$1.71@1.81; No. 2 red, $1.68@1.77; No. 3 red, 
$1.57 @1.73. 


No. 1 nor No. 2nor No. 3 nor 
Monday 173 @176 166@171 135@162 
Tuesday 173@179 165@172 135 @162 
Wednesday. 178@182 170@175 135 @163 
Thursday .. 180@184 173@180 135 @165 
Friday .... 177@181 170@177 135 @165 
Saturday 178@182 170@178 137@165 


BARLEY—Declined 2@5c, with maltsters 
and brewers buying choice. Low-grades 
were picked up by shippers at good dis- 
counts. Receipts, 355 cars. Medium, $1.20 
@1.23; No. 3, $1.17@1.21%; No. 4, $1.03@ 
1.17; feed and rejected, 90c@$1.10. 

RYE—Declined 5@6c, owing to eastern 
embargoes. Millers and distillers bought 
moderately well. Receipts, 97 cars. Coun- 
try millers and southern distillers bought 
sparingly. No. 1, $1.44% @1.47; No. 2, $1.44 
@1.47; No. 3, $1.40@1.46. 

CORN—Prices were Se higher. The de- 
mand continues good for all grades. Re- 
ceipts, 433 cars. A free movement is looked 
for. No. 3 yellow, 88% @95c; No. 4 yellow,* 


87% @94c; No. 88@95c; No. 3 
white, 89@95%c. 

OATS—Advanced 1%@2c, with demand 
good at all times. Receipts, 258 cars. The 
local trade paid top prices for choice heavy, 
while shippers took all grades. Standard, 
53@55%c; No. 3 white, 51% @55c; No. 4 
white, 51% @55c. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
7—Receipts— --Shipments—, 
1916 1915 1916 1915 

41,800 54,510 43,529 134,354 

246,225 237,500 168,280 97,202 

564,140 76,500 370,147 61,800 

509,600 649,800 883,588 757,236 

Barley, bus.. 516,840 768,200 653,760 316,026 

Rye, bus..... 108,560 137,640 89,570 99,140 

Feed, tons... 2,560 6,295 6,329 8,404 


3 mixed, 


Flour, bbls... 
Wheat, bus.. 
Corn, bus.... 
Oats, bus.... 





ST. LOUIS, DEC. 9 
FLOUR — Following are ‘nominal quota- 
tions, carload and round lots, f.o.b. St. Louis: 
HARD WINTER FLOUR 
Quotations per 196 lbs, in 140-lb jute bags: 


PT BORED 5 o'e'n 0 6.4 heb be sgned $8.50@8.70 
SEE 6565-63 060 00.00 Bren didoaves 8.20@8.30 
(, CSAP cr Sbbeeaes - 7.25@7.60 
BOCOME: CLOBF onc cecccscccncesecs - 6.25@6.50 
Low-grade ....... cecevevevctces - 5.85 @6.00 


SOFT WHEAT FLOUR 


First patent, in cotton ...........$8.40@8.75 
Second patent, in cotton ......... 8.10@8.25 


Extra fancy, in jute .....ccceoere - 7.70@7.90 
DOGO GIORE bcc cccccccccicccces - 6.75 @7.10 
Low-grade ......... eae e eeveeese 6.00@6.40 
PACIFIC COAST SOFT WHEAT FLOUR 
eB PTT eee i oseeet $8.40@8.60 
Goa, (co htes pwnee Teme conse sees 8.00@8.30 
tC” ee er ewre ren serene ri «++ 7.70@8.00 





MILLFEED — Quitations in 100-lb bags, 
basis East St. Louis: for shipment, soft 
wheat bran, $1.40; hard wheat bran, $1.38; 


middlings, $1.80@1.90. At mills to city 
trade: bran, $1.42@1.45; gray middlings, 
$1.70. 


WHEAT—Cash demand was good, with 
prices on soft 2@3c higher and 3@5%c 
higher on hard. Receipts were 245 cars, 
against 323. Closing prices: No, 2 red, $1.80 


@1.82; No. 3 red, $1.78@1.80; No. 4 red, 
$1.63; No. 2 hard, $1.81@1.83%. 
CORN—Cash demand varied. “Net change 


in price was 4@5c higher. Receipts were 
352 cars, against 317. Closing prices: No. 
2 corn, 93%c; No. 3 corn, 91% @92c; No. 4 


_ corn, 90%c; No. 2 yellow, 94%c; No. 3 yel- 


low, 91%@92%c; No. 4 yellow, 91@91%c; 
No. 2 white, 94%c, nominal; No. 3 white, 
92c; No. 4 white, 90c. 
CORN GOODS—City meal, $4.65 bbl, f.o.b. 
in wood; grits, hominy and pearl meal, $4.95. 
OATS—Cash demand was _ good, with 
prices 2@3%c higher. Receipts were 116 
cars, against 139. Closing prices: standard, 
57%c; No. 3 white, 56% @57c; No. 4 white, 
55%c, nominal; No. 2 mixed, 55%c; No. 3 
mixed, 55c, nominal. 
RYE—No. 2 rye, $1.48; No. 3 rye, $1.46. 
WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
c-Receipts— -Shipments—, 
1916 1915 1916 1916 
Flour, bbls... 86,540 94,820 101,020 130,800 
Wheat, bus. .624,012 1,053,735 550,690 690,290 
Corn, bus....397,625 412,100 145,580 44,310 


Oats, bus....316,200 246,500 229,910 158,470 
Rye, bus..... 13,200 36,300 17,360 17,880 
Barley, bus.. 64,000 52,800 ..... 2,940 


STOCKS BY PRINCIPAL GRADES (BUS) 
Dec. 9 Dec. 2 Dee. 11 
1916 1916 1915 


No. 2 red wheat... 459,032 .459,302 59,899 
No. 2 hard wheat.. 626,204 624,787 669,556 
BEG, B GOTH ic ccscces 5,569 4,904 100,150 
No. 2 white corn... po) Beer 122,039 
No. 2 yellow corn.. 3S eee 13,998 
Bees BD ORG sce rvsces 76,170 77,560 12,093 
No. 2 white oats. 11,629 py | Mee ee 


No. 3 white oats. 572,395 601,146 282,589 
Standard oats 59,309 59,309 1,440 
. Se. Meeerriee 7,113 6,870 4,700 





KANSAS CITY, DEC. 9 

FLOUR—Quotations on hard winter wheat 
flour, basis jute 140’s or cotton 98's, f.o.b. 
Kansas City, prompt shipment: 
Patent.....$8.20@8.40 First clear.$7.30@7.60 
Straight... 7.90@8.20 Low-grade 6.50@7.00 

Federation differentials govern other pack- 
ages. 

For central states and “cotton sack’’ 
trade, mills quote $8.70@8.90 bbl for first 
patents, cotton 48's, arrival draft. 

On round lots, interior mills quote $7.70@ 
7.90 for 95 per cent or straight flour, f.o.b. 
Kansas City, jute. 

“Patent” usually means from 65 to 80 per 
cent; “straight,” 100 per cent; “straight 
patent,” 95 per cent. 

MILLFEED—The market is quiet, with 
just a fair scattering demand. Interior mills 
continue to sell most of their output locally, 
in mixed cars and for shipment to Texas. 
Offerings to this market are light, and 
prices about steady. Quotations, basis Kan- 
sas City, per 100-lb sacks: bran, $1.32; 
brown shorts, $1.50; gray, $1.55; white, $1.95 
@2; corn chop, $1.75. 

WHEAT—The cash market was strong in 
sympathy with the advance in futures. Good 
milling wheat sold about 6c higher on the 
week, but there was not so great an ad- 
vance in lower grades. Mills are taking 
only what they need for present grinding. 


Cash prices: hard wheat, No. 2, fair to 
choice Turkey, $1.77@1.80; dark and ordi- 
nary, $1.74@1.76; No. 3, fair to choice 
Turkey, $1.75@1. 78; dark and ordinary, $1.7 72 
@1.76; No. 4, fair to choice Turkey, $1.72 
1.75; dark and ordinary, $1.63@1.72; soft 
wheat, No. 2, $1.74@1.78; No. 3, $1.68@1.76; 
No. 4, $1.60@1.73. 

CORN—There was a rather good scattering 
demand for the moderate offerings, with an 
advance of about 8c in prices over thos: 
of a week ago. Cash prices: mixed corn 
No. 2, 90@90%c; No. 3, 89@89%c; whit: 
corn, No. 2, 91c; No. 3, 90c. 

WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 

c—Receipts—, -Shipments— 
1916 1915 1916 * 1915 
W’t, bus..1,310,800 2,577,150 1,405,350 1,092,150 
Corn, bus. .500,000 1,078,750 167,500 285,250 


Oats, bus.. 68,000 168,300 84,000 36,000 
Rye, bus... 4,400 14,300 2,200 22,000 
Barley, bus 19,600 147,000 12,400 121,800 


Bran, tons. 900 1,280 3,000 2,920 
Hay, tons.. 11,592 11,112 5,052 1,212 
Flour, bbls. 10,000 6,750 57,500 56,500 





BOSTON, DEC. 9 
FLOUR—Closing prices at wholesale: 


Per carload— Bbl, wood 
Spring, special short patent. _— 00@10.25 
Spring, Minneapolis ........... -@ 9.50 
Spring, COUMGY ..cscecrccsces ® 9.00@ 9.40 
Spring first clear, in cotton..... 7.90@ 8.50 
Kansas patent, standard, sacks. 8.50@ 9.00 
Kansas cut-straights, sacks..... 8.20@ 8.30 
. | Rr eee 8.60@ 8.85 
Wimter Straigmt ..scccsceee sees 8.10@ 8.60 
WiIRter BEBt GlOOS. vo oc ccc ceccicss 7.80@ 8.40 


MILLFEED—Wheat feeds ruled dull the 
entire week, with prices generally 50c ton 
lower. Offerings were moderate, but the 
trade only met pressing needs. There was 
considerable pressure to sell for mill ship- 
ment. Gluten, hominy and stock feeds dull 
and easy. Oat hulls scarce and held higher. 
Cottonseed and linseed meals dull. Alfalfa 
meal steady but quiet. Quotations, mil! 
shipment, in 100-lb sacks, per ton: spring 
bran, $31.50; winter bran, $31.75; middlings, 
$35.50@39.50; mixed feed, $35@39; red dog, 
in 140-lb bags, $47; oat hulls, $23; gluten 
feed, $41.83; hominy feed, $44.90; stock feed, 
$41; alfalfa meal, $32.50; cottonseed meal, 
$45@47; linseed meal, $47@49 

CEREAL PRODUCTS—A good demand for 
corn meal and oatmeal, with the market 
lower, Rye and graham flours quiet. Quo- 
tations, mill shipment, in wood: granulated 
corn meal, $5.75; bolted, $5.70; feeding, in 
100-lb bags, $2.07@2.11; cracked corn, in 
100-Ib bags, $2.09@2.13; rolled oatmeal, 
$5.80; cut and ground, $6.38; rye flour, in 
sacks, $7.75@8; graham flour, $8@9.40. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND STOCKS 
-Receipts— —-——Stocks— 
1916 1915 1916 1915 
Flour, bbls... 54,812 75,850 
Wheat, bus. .184,733 510,115 
Corn, bus.... 86,763 1,000 
Oats, bus....218,139 120,648 





Rye, bus..... 2,640 7,013 

MAAPIOF, DUB.. acces sessa 

Millfeed, tons 133 , ee ae 

C’n meal, bbis 785 Tee 


Oatmeal, cases 1,070 12,690  ..... 
Oatmeal, scks 3,650 BRee  wvecs 


WEEK’S EXPORTS 








co—Flour—, Wheat Corn 
To— bbls sacks bus bus 
Liverpool eer ee ven 43,087 
eee GIRO  “ewseee  cevoes 
Manchester. eo eeeccs  QWepGEB 2200s 
Bordeaux .. 68,923 
Miscellaneous 300 wRhGCS. ACES OS oc voces 
Totals .... 300 75,722 237,224 43,087 


Since Jan. 1 13,871 1,449,115 18,169,722 1,858,800 





NEW YORK, DEC. 9 


FLOUR — Largely nominal. Quotations, 
car lots: Jute sacks Wood 
Spring patent ........ $8.20@8.60 $8.50@8.90 
Spring first clears..... 7.70@8.00 8.00@8.30 
Spring low-grades..... 5.90@6.30 ....@.. 
Winter patent ........ 8.10@8.40 8.40@8.99 
Winter straights ..... 7.60@7.95 7.90@8.25 
Winter low-grades..... 6.50@7.10 ....@.... 
Kansas straights ..... 8.25@8.60 ....@.. 


EXPORTS FROM NEW YORK 


Flour exports totaled 79,900 packages, 0! 
which 500 were destined for Liverpool, 
for London, 6,100 for Glasgow, 3,000 fo 
Rotterdam, and 69,000 for the West Indies. 

Wheat shipments were placed at 1,936,000 
bus, including 386,000 to Liverpool, 322,000 
to London, 72,000 to Hull, 48,000 to Glasgow, 
64,000 to Manchester, 216,000 to Rotterdam, 
254,000 to Marseilles, 266,000 to Genoa anid 
308,000 to Pirzus. 

WHEAT—Cash premiums have not 
changed greatly during the week. There 
has been a large business reported in export 
wheat, but only a limited amount via New 
York. The most of the business has been 
from other Atlantic ports or the Gulf. Red 
wheat is almost nominal and is not moving 
Hard winter is offered in fairly liberal quan 
tities from Omaha, but spring wheat is very 
scarce, Export sales during the last 10 days 
are claimed to have been around 9,000,000 
bus, shipment up to the end of the winter 
The amount of wheat awaiting shipment 4¢ 
the seaboard is heavy, and terminals are 5° 
congested that the outward movement '|5 
very slow. Quotations at the close: No. 1 
northern spring, $1.98%; No. 2 hard winter, 
Chicago, $1.87%; No. 1 durum, $1.98%; No. 
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December 13, 1916 


1 northern Manitoba, $2.02%; No. 2 north- 
ern Manitoba, $2.00%. 

CORN—Local demand is quiet. Export 
business is almost impossible, owing to the 
freight situation te English ports. From 
time to time some business is done to Hol- 
land. The New York Central, Erie, Wabash 
and Lehigh Valley have placed embargoes 
on the movement of all foodstuffs excepting 
that in actual transit at present. Quota- 
tions: new No. 2 yellow corn to arrive is 
quoted at $1.06%, 10 days’ shipment. 

OATS—Export demand quiet. On Satur- 
day, spot oats 
and at Philadelphia to fill a steamer which 
came in unexpectedly, and the oats in 
transit could not be waited for. The local 
trade has been limited. Distribution through 
the East is very slow. Quotations, c.i.f. 
basis: standards, 59@59%c; No. 2 white, 
591%4@60c; No. 3 white, 58% @59c; No. 4 
white, 58@58%c; ordinary white clipped, 59 
@61c; fancy white clipped, 61@63 %c. 

RYE FLOUR—Market quiet and steady, 
with prices quoted at $7.75@8.10 bbl, in 
sacks, 

BUCKWHEAT FLOUR—Limited trade, 
and quoted at $4.70@5.10 bbl, in sacks, 

CORN MEAL—Corn goods quiet, with val- 
ues about steady. Offerings are not heavy, 
and mills are not pressing for sale. Quo- 
tations at the close: kiln-dried, export, bbl 
$5.10@5.15; fine yellow, 100’s, $2.60@2.70; 
white, 100’s, $2.60 @2.70; coarse, 100’s, $2.60 
@2.70; hominy, bbl, $5.90; granulated yel- 
low, $5.45@5.65 bbl; white ity se $5.45 
@5.65 bbl; corn flour, 100’s, $2.80@2.9 

MILLFEED—Prices are irregular. "ies 
ern grades have been reduced, and there are 
some predictions of an increased movement, 
Demand is quiet and stocks are limited. 
City feed is firmly held. Quotations for 
spring bran, per ton, in 100-lb sacks, to ar- 
rive, $30.60; standard middlings, 100’s, 
$33. 60; red dog, $43.10. City feed: bulk bran 
$31.50, 100-Ib sacks $33; heavy feed, in bulk 
$34, 100-lb sacks $35.50; flour middlings, 
100’s, $44; red dog flour, $45, in bbls. 





BALTIMORE, DEC. 9 
FLOUR—Closing, car lots, 196 lbs, wood: 


Spring patent, special brands..... * 50@9.70 
Spring patent .....cccececceeseree 9.25@9.45 
Spring straight .......seeeeeeeees 8.95@9.15 
Spring first clear ..... e464 6bb SOKe 8.25 @8.50 
Spring second Clear .......-es+e0% 7.60@8.10 
Winter patent, special stencils.... 8.45@8.55 
Winter patent ....ccccccccccveses 8.30@8.40 
Winter straight .......scceccesees 7.75 @8.05 
Winter first clear ....ccecceccese 7.85 @7.60 
Hard winter patent .........06-- 9.25@9.50 
Hard winter straight ............ 9.00@9.15 
Hard winter first clear .......... 8.15 @8.40 
Rye flour, pure and blended...... 7.30@8.05 


MILLFEED—Generally lower and quiet, 
Quotations, in 100-lb sacks, per ton: spring 
bran, $30.75@31.50; spring middlings, $34@ 
35; soft winter bran, $32@32.50; soft winter 
middlings, $34@365. 

WHEAT—Advanced 5%c, with movement 
and demand moderate. Receipts, 500,451 
bus; exports, 785,670; stock, 2,599,926. Clos- 
ing prices: No. 2 red, spot and December, 
$1.77%; January, $1.775%; No. 2 red west- 
ern, 6c higher for same deliveries. 

CORN—Up 3%c, with demand and move- 
ment light. Receipts, 149,220 bus; exports, 
42,857; stock, 164,227. Closing prices: con- 
tract spot and December, new, $1.01%; No. 
3 domestic yellow, $1.01 asked; choice near- 
by yellow cob, bbl, $4.25@4.30. 

OATS—Unchanged, with movement and 


demand large. Receipts, 1,242,187 bus; ex- 
ports, 1,322,638; stock, 588,098. Closing 
prices: No. 2 white, 62@62%c; standard 


white, 61@61%c; No. 8 white, 60@60%c. 

RYE—Down %c, with demand and move- 
ment good. Receipts, 580,989 bus; exports, 
480,517; stock, 346,079. Closing price of No. 
2 western for export, $1.54@1.54%. 





DULUTH, DEC. 9 
FLOUR—Mill quotations for car or round 
lots, per 196 lbs, f.0.b. Duluth: 


Dec. 9 1915 
First patent, wood....$9.20@9.35 $5.60@5.70 
Second patent, wood.. 9.10@9.20 5.50@5.60 
Straight, wood ....... 9.00@9.10 5.40@5.50 
First clear, jute....... 7.85@8.10 4.50@4.70 
Second clear, jute..... 6.00@6.25 3.40@3.65 
Red dog, jute......... 4.20@4.30 2.60@2.70 


DURUM FLOUR—Quotations in car or 
round lots, per 140 Ibs, re b. eK h: 


Medium semolina, jute. 9. 00s. 45 $5.20@5.30 
Patent, $U66 ccicsssesd 9.15 56.00@5.10 
Cut-straight, jute e . S008. 00 4.60@4.70 

RYE FLOUR—Quotations in car or round 
lots, 98-1b cottons, f.0.b, mill, Dec. 9, were: 
family blend, $8.15; pure white, $8.40; pure 
dark, $7.45; dark biend, $7.45 


DULUTH-SUPERIOR FLOUR OUTPUT 
By weeks ending on dates given: 
1916 bbis 1915 bbls 1914 bbis 
Dec, 9..41,920 Dec. 11..39,080 Dec, 12..14,375 
Dec, 2..38,000 Dec. 4..43,840 Dec. 5..32,330 
Nov. 25.37,030 Nov. 27.40,300 Nov. 28.40,630 
Nov. 18.31,250 Nov. 20.45,200 Nov. 21.34,770 
Foreign flour shipments for weeks named: 


1916 bbls 1915 bbls 1914 bbls 
Dec, 9.. 5,820 Dec. 11,. .... Dec.12.. .... 
Dec. 2., 5,480 Dec. 4.. Dec. 5.. 7,800 
Nov. 25, . Nov. 27.13, 980 Nov. 28. 

Nov. 18, - Nov. 20. . Nov. 21. 9,245 


WHEAT—Very unesttied, ‘put for the most 
part strong, resulting in net gains for the 
con of 56% @8%c in spring futures and 

@11%c in durum. Any excuse was taken 
for selling, but news and situation did not 
Warrant it. After each show of weakness, 
—— rallied sharply. Interests active on 
be selling side, later became good buyers. 

stimulating influence was the export busi- 
ness reported by seaboard houses, the vol- 
boven of which was doubted in some quar- 
call Reduced —- contributed to the 
7 y. On re ash h were buy- 
rs, December in both durum and spring 





were in demand both here 
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was strong. In the former a 4%c discount 
was wiped out and ic premium over May 
established for the week. In spring, De- 
cember discount narrowed to within ic of 
May. 


CLOSING PRICES OF DURUM WHEAT 


Duluth closing prices of durum wheat, in 
cents, per bu, spot, December and May: 
c——Spot durum———_,, 

No. 1 No. 2 Dec. May 
181% @184% 171% @178% 177% 181% 
181% @184% 171% @178% 178% 181% 
184% @187% 174% @181% 181% 184% 
189% @192% 179% @186% 189 189% 
188% @191% 178% @185% 188% 188% 
186 @189 176 @183 187% 186 
187% @190% 177% @184% 188% 187% 
100% @101% 104 107% 


~] 
® 


OS O-310 Clem do 


Duluth closing prices of cash wheat, in 
cents: 


No. 1 nor No. 2 nor No. 3 

Dec. 2.... 178% 165% @175% 150% @170% 
Dec. 4.. 177% 164% @174% 149% @169% 
Dec. 65.. 181% 168% @178% 153% @173% 
Dec. 6.... 186% 173%@183% 158% @178% 
Dec. 7.... 184% 171% @181% 156% @176% 
Dec. 8.... 181% 168% @178% 153% @173% 
Dec. 9.... 184 171 @181 156 @176 

Dec. 11%... 109% 105% @106% 97%@101% 

*1915. 


Duluth grain—closing prices on track, in 
cents per bu: 


Oats Rye 

No. 3 white No. 2 Barley 
Dec. 2 - 49% @49% 141@142 70@112 
Dec. 4 - 49% @49% -@141 69@111 
Dec. 5.... 50% @51% -@141 69@111 
Dec, 6.... 52% @52% -@142 69@111 
Dec. 7 51% @51% -@142 73@113 
Dec. 8 50 @50% 140@142 73@113 
Dec. 9.... 50% @51 140@142 73@113 
Dec. 11* ... --@ -@ 91% 55@ 63 

*1915. 


Stocks of coarse grain in Duluth elevators, 
Dec. 9 (000’s omitted), in bushels: 

-—Domestic—, ——-Bonded—_, 

1916 1915 1914 


1916 1915 1914 
COPn .ccees eee eee 65 eee oes eee 
Oats ....0% 934 277 1,679 73 98 27 
BEG Nc veece 65 24 60 one exe eis 
Barley .... 749 782 376 33 57 30 


Flaxseed .. 682 855 135 13 8 27 
DULUTH WEEKLY GRAIN MOVEMENT 


Receipts and shipments by weeks ended 
Saturday (Dec. 9), at Duluth-Superior, in 
bushels (000’s omitted): 

r-—Receipts——, -—Shipments—, 


Wheat— 1916 1915 1914 1916 1915 1914 
Spring 530 2,061 651 2,354 4,582 53 
Durum .... 548 1,411 314 655 1,592 346 
Winter ... 309 312 149 397 6581 75 
Western ee 15 1 ove 

Totals...1,387 3,784 1,114 3,421 6,756 474 
Bonded ... 171 128 12 68 3864... 

Totals...1,558 3,912 1,126 3,484 7,120 474 
COrn ..esee ses ose | ree See eee 
Oats ...... 328 40 108 474 6 11 

Bonded... 6 | ery oT 33.—Ci«t se 
RYE cccoces 117 46 51 144 285 37 
Barley .... 368 326 237 612 612 417 

Bonded... 5 eer 107g ss 
Flaxseed .. 624 218 77 831 44 151 

Bonded... 18 1 2 . oe 

STOCKS AND RECEIPTS BY GRADE 


Duluth-Superior: wheat stocks, Dec 9 
(000’s omitted), in bushels, and receipts by 
weeks ended Saturday: Receipts by 

7-Wheat stocks— -—~—grade——, 
1916 1915 1914 1916 1915 1914 
bus bus bus cars «cars cars 
i hard ..i. 38 65 117 20 20 1 
1 northern. 506 577 2,237 73 657 136 
2 northern. 673 137 2,314 26 434 122 














No, 3 .....- 482 2 636 28 262 111 
No. 4 ..... oe coe OBB 95 79 66 
Rejected .. ... ose 10 Sas 5 3 
Mixed gr.. ... bee ee 13 nee ats 
No-grade.. ... éwe 49 5 58 6 
Sample gr. ... ene + He 21 2 9 
Sp’l bin....2,144 636 1,628 sie’ 
Totals....3,838 1,417 7,257 281 1,517 454 


Macaroni . 385 933 160 202 668 214 
S’western.. 244 156 720 212 198 74 
Western eee eee ose 5 2 1 
Mixed ..... eee eee eos 164 274 51 








Totals....4,467 2,506 8,137 854 2,659 794 
Bonded ... 952 108 62 33 55 21 





Totals....5,419 2,614 8,199 887 2,714 815 
NOVEMBER RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 


Movement of grain at Duluth-Superior for 
the month of November, in bushels (000’s 
omitted), were, with comparisons: 














-— Receipts——, Shipments 
Wheat— 1916 1915 1914 1916 1915 
Domestic 4,230 25,846 15,716 5,974 23,037 
Bonded .... 1,047 709 161 107 618 
Totals . 5,277 26,555 15,877 6,081 23,655 
COPFR eccsce ésee & oa 65 es ese 
Ga tives 901 684 1,367 676 1,063 
Bonded... 30 55 eee 2 or 
RYO cccaces 335 964 1,265 408 852 
Barley ..... 1,749 4,111 3,304 2,342 4,424 
Bonded... 24 72 eee 
Flaxseed 3,610 2,765 2,212 2,622 2,118 
Bonded... 38 4 18 


FLAXSEED—Deliveries on contracts Dec. 
4 and 6 nearly exhausted elevator stocks. 
With clearing of last boats, quantity in 
store was reduced to about 260,000 bus. The 
trade believed that a shortage was likely 
to develop, and became extremely bullish. 
A further strengthening influence was 
diminished receipts and country offerings. 
Under such conditions, everybody bought. 
A steady, and at times excited, demand had 
a powerful effect on market. By time urgent 
demand was filled and rally checked, prices 
had advanced 13%@15%c. Decémber led. 
Uncovering of selling orders and a piling 
up of supplies in elevators that had been 
kicking around on track too late to take 
delivery, tempered the tone. Profit-takers 


started a selling movement and prices re- 
ceded 4% @5%c. Closing day was irregular. 
Final close, compared with Dec. 2, was 8% 
@10%c _ higher. On Thursday, December 
worked up within 4c of May; close was at 
Se under. Cash holds strong at 3c under 
May. Some bids were posted on July, but 
as yet no business reported. Elevator bins 
tonight carry 696,000 bus, against 864,000 in 
1915. 





BUFFALO, DEC. 9 
FLOUR—Prices per bbl, wood, carloads: 


Spring 

Best patent ....ccccccccccccvcers $9.10@9.35 
Straight 2... cccsccccssccsccsvccssrs 8.35 @8.60 
Firat clear .....ccccccccccccccces 8.00@8.15 
Becond CLEAP .cccccccccccsesccece 7.00 @7.25 
LOW-GTAdE 2... cccecccccccccssoces 5.00 @5.50 
ye El SPV yerrereureeire crs -@8.45 

Sacked 
Spring bran, per tom ....ccccecccccece $30.00 
Standard middlings, per ton ........-. 32.00 
Flour middlings, per ton ..........+.. 36.00 
Red dog flour, 140-lb sack, ton ...... 46.50 
Hominy feed, white, per ton ......... 41.00 
Gluten feed, per tom ......ceeeeeseees 41.00 
Corn meal, coarse, per tom ......-+4+5 41.00 
Corn meal, table, per tom .....+.++++- 50.00 
Cracked corn, per tom ......-eeeeeees 41.50 
Cottonseed meal, per tom .........56. 46.50 
Oil meal, per ton, carloads .......... 46.00 
Rolled oats, bbl, 180 Ibs, net, wood... 7.76 


Oat hulls, reground, sacked, per ton.. 22.50 


WHEAT—No. 1 northern was offered at 
all sorts of prices, sellers looking for buyers. 
Only a small amount of business was done. 
At the close, No. 1 northern regular was 
quoted at 18c over Chicago May to unload, 
and from that up to 21c to hold in vessels 
during the winter. Old No. 1 northern, 
carloads, was quoted at $1.96%, but could 
have been bought for less. Winter wheat 
scarce and strong. No. 2 white, $1.75; No. 
2 red, $1.76,—on track, through billed. 

CORN—AIll offerings were cleaned up on 
arrival, and buyers paid the advance from 
day to day. The closing was 7c higher 
than last week and prospects of very light 
offerings next week. The mills here are 
short of corn, and will pay a big premium 
for spot stuff. Closing: No. 2 yellow, $1.01; 
No. 3 yellow, $1; No. 4 yellow, 98c; No. 5 
yellow, 96c; No. 6 yellow, 94c,—on track, 
through billed. 

OATS—Buyers followed thé option, and 
took all the good oats offered on track. 
The market closed 2c higher than last week, 
and strong. No. 2 white, 58%4c; standard, 
58c; No. 3 white, 57%c; No. 4 white, 56%c, 
through billed. 

BARLEY—A few lots were taken at $1.17 
@1.18 in vessels, but dealers as well as 
maltsters are looking for rail shipment. 
Lake offerings were quoted at $1.17@1.30. 

RYE—A miller took a fair-sized lot of 
No. 2 at $1.51, winter storage paid. No. 2, 
on track, through billed, would sell at $1.52. 


MINNEAPOLIS, DEC, 12 
Quotations today by Minneapolis and out- 
side mills for flour in carload or round lots, 
f.o.b. Minneapolis, per 196 lbs, were within 
the following range: 








Dec. 12 Year ago 

Stand. patent, wood. ..$8.20@8.80 $5.80@6.00 
Second patent, wood... 8.00@8.60 5.65@5.80 
Fancy clear, jute,..... 7.835@7.60 4.70@4.85 
First clear, jute....... 7.20@7.50 4.45@4.65 
Second clear, jute..... 6.00@6.50 2.60@3.50 
Red dog, jute ........ 4.20@4.85 2.50@2.55 
Prices asked by northwestern mills, in- 


cluding Minneapolis and outside, per 280 Ibs, 


in jute, c.if., including 2 per cent commis- 

sion today (Dec. 12) were nominally: 
LONDON 

PAUOME crccccccacvvesevseoves 59s @60s 

oc MP ETEET COTTE ET CL 55s @59s 6d 

Becond clear ....cecseccvccses 47s @52s 6d 

; MPT PRTTEC TT ere 40s @42s 6d 
GLASGOW 

is. | BEREREREEREEOT TE OO 59s 64 @60s 6a 

Pivat COOP .cccsccsscsccscese 55s 6d @60s 

Becond ClOAF 2.6 ccccccevscces 47s 64 @53s 
LIVERPOOL 

WORE cece warsrveseunseceioed 59s @60s 

Waret GIGRE ccccvescvesessoses 55s @59s 6d 

Becond Clear ...cccccccccsecs 40s @ 42s 6d 


Mills are not making any quotations to 
Amsterdam. 

Durum flour quotations f.o.b. 
today (Dec. 12), in jute, were: 


Minneapolis 


Medium semolina ........-eee000% $8.20@8.75 
ig... , METI E TERETE LORETO LET 8.10@8.65 
CGE kere dc cee cezesccreséovseses 6.50@7.50 


MINNEAPOLIS FLOUR OUTPUT 
The flour output of Minneapolis mills for 
four weeks, with comparisons, is shown in 
the subjoined table: 


1916 1915 1914 1913 
Dec. 16... seseoe 465,975 371,685 329,700 
Dec. 9.... 350,145 466,680 361,585, 340,550 
Dec, 2.... 368,995 468,130 386,545 295,065 
Nov. 25... 382,215 457,995 345,300 347,060 


Weekly foreign flour shipments of Minne- 
apolis mills for four weeks ended Saturday: 


1916 1915 1914 1913 
Dec, 16... wscces 76,425 60,970 25,760 
Dec. 9.... 81,455 64,860 83,765 29,650 
Dec. 2.... 24,070 25,325 72,150 33,205 
Nov. 25... 22,075 31,976 86,790 33,250 


OUTPUT OF OUTSIDE MILLS 


The flour output and foreign shipments of‘ 


northwestern mills outside of Minneapolis 
and Duluth have been, by weeks, in barrels: 


Week Ca- 

end- No. pac- -—Output—, --Exports— 
ing mills ity 1916 1915 1916 1915 
Oct. 7. 65 55,300 201,270 314,035 2,550 3,410 
Oct. 14. 64 64,950 216,140 305,715 4,215 4,605 
Oct, 21. 64 54,950 197,865 314,955 4,640 56,810 
Oct. 28. 64 54,950 198,405 311,045 2,855 13,530 
Nov. 4. 64 54,950 216,160 318,645 1,680 6,240 
Nov. 11. 64 54,950 232,490 312,430 3,250 10,325 
Nov. 18. 63 54,650 218,600 314,050 6,425 7,565 
Nov. 25. 64 54,900 213,820 325,415 4,145 9,365 
Dec. 2.. 63 52,950 166,110 308,985 7,535 4,760 
Dec. 9.. 55 48,950 160,665 265,780 9,010 14,725 
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MILLFEED PRICES 


Minneapolis car-lot prices of millfeed to- 
day (Dec. 12) for prompt shipment (14 
days), per 2,000 lbs, in 100-lb sacks, were 
reported as follows by ng 

Dec Year ago 
| PENT TCT EET $26. 00036. 50 $18.00@18.50 
Stand. middlings.. 28.50@29.00 18.00@18.50 
Flour middlings... 35.00@37.00 22.50@23:00 
R. dog, 140-lb jute 43.00@48.00 24.00@25.00 


The Boston basis of prices for millfeed is 
given below, per ton, in 100-lb sacks: 

Dec. 12 Year ago 
-$31.50@32.00 $23.25 @23.7 
Stand. middlings.. 34.00@34.50 23.25@23. 4 
Flour middlings... 40.50@42.50 27.75 @28.50 
R. dog, 140-lb scks 48.50@53.50 29.25@30.50 


CEREAL PRICES 
Quotations of cereals and feeds, in car 
lots, net to jobbers, f.o.b. Minneapolis: 
Cracked corn, 2,000 Ibst........ $36.00 @36.50 


No. 1 ground feed, 2,000 Ibst... 36.50@37.00 
No. 2 ground feed, 2,000 Ibst... 37.00@37.50 


Standard bran... 


No. 3 ground feed, 2,000 Ibst... 37.00@37.50 
Rye feed, 2,000 Ibs, 100-lb sacks .....@31.00 
Yellow corn meal, granulated*.. 4.50 0@ 4.60 
Corn meal, White® .........c008 4.60@ 4.70 
Rye flour, pure fancy patent*... 8.00@ 8.10 
Rye flour, pure medium straight* 7.50@ 7.60 
Rye flour, pure dark German*... 7.00@ 7.10 
Graham, standard, bbl* ........ 7.50@ 7.60 
Rolled oats, bbl, wood ......... 6.30@ 6.40 
Mill screenings, per ton ........ 14.00@18.00 
Elevator screenings, per ton.... 18.00@22.00 


Buckwheat screenings, per ton.. 28.00@32.00 
Recleaned buckwheat screenings 32.00@40.00 


Flaxseed screenings, ton ....... 25.00 @ 28.00 
Fine seed screenings, ton ...... 19.00 @23.00 
Oil Calee, 8,000 TOO ccecscccvccce 43.50@ 44.00 
Oil meal, 2,000 lbs, 100-lb sacksf .....@45.00 


*Per bbl in sacks. Where not otherwise 
stated sacks are of 49 and 98 Ib cotton. 





+Car-lot prices. Less than car lots, $1@ 
1.25 per ton additional. 
tIn sacks, 
MINNEAPOLIS GRAIN 
Dec. 12.—Wheat at Minneapolis today 


closed with a net loss of 8@9c for the week. 
Car shortage, resultant embargoes, and in- 
creasing stocks were important factors, and 
most of the time caused a weak and declin- 
ing market. The greatest decline and low 
point came today, on the report that the 
central powers were openly seeking peace. 
The close was 9c under yesterday. 

With a range of 16c, high and low points 
at Minneapolis for the week were: Decem- 
ber, $1.86% and $1.70; May, $1.90 and 
$1.73%; July, $1.85% and $1.69. 

Compared with Minneapolis closing prices 
on Dec. 5, at the close today, No. 1 northern 
wheat was 8%c lower; No. 2 northern, 6% 


@8%c lower; December, 8%c lower; May, 
9%ec lower; July, 8%c lower. 
A slightly improved demand is reported 


for cash wheat at. Minneapolis, but offerings 
in Great Northern and Northern Pacific cars 
are just as hard to sell as ever. If any- 
thing, even sharper discounts are named 
on wheat in the cars of these roads than a 
week ago. For instance, where bright, @m- 
ber 50-lb wheat sold Dec. 11 at 12c under 
December, practically the same weight and 
variety of wheat in a Great Northern car 
was offered at 20c under, but was unsold 
when the market closed. 

Outside demand“is virtually at a stand- 
still. Buyers for terminal elevator com- 
panies were noticeably absent during the 
week. jreat difficulty is being experienced 
in getting grain to and from elevators, thus 
curtailing shipping demand. 

Premiums are unchanged for the week. 
No. 1 northern, blue-stem, is quoted at 1@ 
5c over December; No. 1 velvet chaff, De- 
cember price to 1c over; No. 2 northern, 
blue-stem, 5c under to lc over December; 
No. 2 velvet chaff, 5@38c under December; 
No. 3 northern, 25@5c under December; No. 
4 wheat, 50@12c under December. 

The wide spread in the lower grades is 
due to the varying quality of light-weight 
wheat. Bid prices are based on the variety, 
weight, color and condition of the wheat. 

The appended table shows closing prices 
in cents per bushel, at Minneapolis, of cash 
No. 1 northern, No. 2 northern and No. 3 
northern wheat: 


No. 1 nor 
177 @182 172 
176 @181 171 


No. 3 
@178 152 @175 

@177 151 @174 
177 @182 172 


152 @175 
180 @185 175 @181 155 @178 
18456 @1895% 1795, @185% 159% @182% 
183% @188% 178% @184% 158% @181% 
180% @185% 175% @181% 155% @178\4% 
-. 183 @188 178 @184 158 @181 
11.. 18056@185% 1755 @181% 155% @178% 
12.. 171% @176% 168% @172% 146% @169% 
14*. 111% @113% 107% @109% 101% @1064 
15t. 116% @118% 1134%@117% 110% @115% 
*1915. 1914. 


Average prices 
Minneapolis for No. 4, 
no-grade: 

Dec. No.4 8.G. N.G. 
6 


ODIAM DS 00 
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of cash wheat sales at 
sample grade and 


Dec. No.4 8.G. N.G. 


.-152 126% 183% 9...146% 127% ..... 
7... cab S08. |: esnae 11...1555 126% 179 
8....150% 126 174% 12...146% 125 ..... 


Closing prices of December, May and July 
wheat: 
Dec. Dec. May July Dec. Dec. May July 
6....184% 188 183 9...183 186% 181% 
7....183% 186% 181% 11...180% 183% 179% 
--180% 183% 178% 12...171% 174% 170% 
DURUM WHEAT PRICES 
Daily closing prices of durum wheat in 
Minneapolis were: 
Dec. No.1 No. 2 No, 3* i 
-.-189% 182 -187% 182% 169% 
7....188% 181% 175% ui: -187% 181% 172 
ee. oe ere 12...176 171 170% 
*Average of closing prices. 
COARSE GRAIN PRICES 


Daily closing cash prices of No. 3 yellow 
corn, No. 3 white oats, No. 2 rye and the 


No. 1 No, 2 No. 3* 








748 


range of quotations on barley at Minneapolis 

during the week were, per bushel: 

Dec. Corn Oats Rye Barley 
-+.. 85% @86% 50% @50% 141 142 76@110 


6.... 89 @90 561% @52% 141@142 77@112 
7.... 88% @89% 51% @51% 141@142 79@113 
8.... 86 @87 50 @50% 141@142 79@113 
9.... 88 @89 50%@51 140@141 78@113 


11.... 86% @87% 49% @49% .138@139 78@113 

13* 73 @74 38%@39 90@ 9156@ 64 
#1915. 

WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 

Receipts at Minneapolis by weeks ending 


Saturday were: Dec, 11 
Dee, 9 Dec, 2 

Wheat, bus ..... 3,418,680 3,481,940 7,630,920 
Flour, bbis ...... 24,379 22,894 23,753 
Millstuff, tons ... 1,178 1,935 2,882 
Corn, bus ....... 473,550 518,500 124,300 
ee ere 540,000 728,020 1,460,540 
Barley, bus ..... 837,200 1,095,160 2,151,360 
te. Deore 264,480 258,680 299,720 
Flaxseed, bus 311,300 236,500 267,510 
Shipments from Minneapolis by weeks 
ending Saturday were: Dec. 11 
Dec. 9 Dec. 2 1915 

Wheat, bus ..... 951,060 671,160 2,158,220 
Flour, bbls ...... 378,582 392,078 513,201 
Milistuff, tons ... 14,187 12,534 17,745 
Camm, BOB. ccccess 342,000 232,190 47,380 
Geta, WHS ciceore. 799,260 601,800 1,420,440 
Raster, COG... 706,120 547,800 1,688,180 
ee, WOR ssavisecs 236,800 210,900. 173,740 
Flaxseed, bus 34,580 50,400 26,520 


RECEIPTS BY GRADE 
At Minneapolis for the week ending Satur- 
day, the receipts of wheat by cars were as 
follows, with comparisons: Dec. 11 Dec. 12 


























Dec. 9 Dec. 2 1915 1914 

No. 1 hard ..... 136 106 286 4 
No. 1 northern... 167 146 2,207 614 
No. 2 northern... 104 124 1,603 581 
| Tee era 188 205 786 580 
SS Boe 808 830 489 462 
Rejected sewkees eee xi 83 88 
No-grade ....... 28 10 143 33 
Sample grade... 462 464 113 eee 
Totals, spring.1,893 1,885 5,710 2,362 
Hard winter ... 589 768 409 506 
Macaroni ....... 167 175 246 80 
oo re 244 162 264 52 
Western ....... 172 122 39 2 
Teta .cevsse 3,065 3,112 6,668 3,002 


MINNEAPOLIS WHEAT STOCKS 


Wheat in Minneapolis public elevators was 
reported as follows by the Chamber of Com- 
merce on dates given, in bushels (000’s omit- 
Dec, 11 Dec. 12 





ted): 
Dec. 9 Dec. 2 1915 1914 
No. 1 hard ..... 466 433 203 180 
No. 1 northern. .1,792 1,771 1,878 4,665 
No. 2 northern. .2,311 2,219 1,953 4,820 
Other grades....6,914 6,233 2,743 7,546 
POtale. ciicesss 11,483 10,656 6,777 17,211 
Se ae 7,266. IG,TER 9 cccee  scece 
Em BOER ..ccccs EGLBSS BRSSO  esccsd “evose 
Be DORE cess vce RRROT. SOTO socee,. greene 


‘COARSE GRAIN STOCKS 
Stocks of coarse grain in public elevators 
in Minneapolis, in bus (000’s omitted), were: 
Dec. 11 Dec. 12 Dec. 13 


Dee. 9 Dec. 2 1915 1914 1913 
Corn ... 18 14 373 26 
Oats “2,131 7,038 3,407 4,455 3,128 
Barley... 640 590 587 683 1,239 
Rye .... 638 673 457 197 751 
Fiaxseed. 264 261 137 354 232 





Closing Wheat Prices 
Closing prices of December, May, July and 
cash wheat at points named, on each day of 
the week, per bushel, were: 


DECEMBER WHEAT 


Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Mon 

5 6 7 8 9 11 
Mpls. .....180 1845 183% 180% 183 180% 
Duluth ...182 187% 185% 183 185 183% 
Chicago -166% 169 168 163% 165% 164% 


St. Louis..173 176% 176% 173 175%173% 
Kans. City.169% 174% 174% 171% 173% 171% 


Winnipeg 179% 183% 185% 182% 184% 182 

: MAY WHEAT 
Mpls. --183% 188 186% 183% 186% 183% 
Duluth ...1835% 188% 186% 183% 186 184 
Chicago ..176% 180% 178% 174% 177% 175% 
St. Louis. .175% 179% 177% 174% 176% 175% 


Kans. City.171% 177% 175% 171% 174 172 


Winnipeg 181% 185% 186% 184% 186% 185% 
JULY WHEAT 

Mpls. -178% 183 181% 178% 181% 179% 

Chicago ..146% 150% 148% 147% 149% 147% 


Kans. City.142% 147% 145% 144% 146% 145 
CASH WHEAT 

-182% 187% 185% 182% 185% 183% 

-181% 186% 184% 181% 185 182 

183% 184 180 180 


Mpls. *t 
Duluth*t 
Chicago*t 180 
St. Louist— 


2 hard ..178% 183% 182% 183% t.... 181% 

2 red ...t....182 186% 185 181 181 
Kans, Cityt— 

2 hard ..167% 176 177% 178% 176% 175% 

2 red .. x 173% 178% 178 175% 176 
Milw’kee*f. 174% 179 182 182 179% 180 
Toledo— 


2 red ...178 184 181% 178% 181%..... 
Winnip’g* 181% 185% 188% 185% 187% ..... 

*No. 1 northern. ftAverage of closing 
prices. tNo quotation. 





Minneapolis-Duluth-Winnipeg Receipts 
Wheat receipts in carloads at Minneapolis, 

Duluth and Winnipeg for six days were: 
-—Mpls—, -—Duluth—, Winnipeg 


1916 1915 1916 1915 1916 1915 

Dec. 6.... 434 882 109 348 1,095 1,261 
Dec. 7.. 538 1,138 112 363 1,139 1,541 
Dec. 8.... 337 960 111 367 1,026 1,241 
Dec. 9.... 312 1,015 135 476 895 1,243 
Dec. 11.... 837 1,702 111 914 1,714 2,486 
Dec. 12.... 409 436 181 458 911 1,378 
Totals...2,867 6,128 759 2,926 6,780 9,150 


THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


Flaxseed and Products 

New York exporters continue in the mar- 
ket for linseed oil cake, bidding approxi- 
mately $28 per 2,000 Ibs, f.o.b. New York. 
Western linseed mills are experiencing a 
brisk demand. Sales were made during the 
week to the United Kingdom and the Con- 
tinent on the basis of $43.50@44 ton, Min- 
neapolis. The local linseed mills are under- 
stood to have orders on their books for 
export for shipment throughout the winter 
and spring. 

Domestic demand for linseed oil meal is 


very light. At $45 per ton, in car lots, f.o.b. 
Minneapolis, domestic buyers are slow to 
take hold. 


Raw linseed oil is firm and in good de- 
mand at 91@92c gallon, car lots, f.o.b. Min- 
neapolis. 

* * 

Daily closing prices per bushel of No. 1 

flaxseed in Minneapolis and Duluth: 


-—Mpls—, -——Duluth——_, 


Track Toarr. Track Dec. May 
Dec, 5....$2.86% 2.86% 2.87% 2.85 2.91% 
Dec. 6.... 2.91% 2.91% 2.92% 2.90% 2.96% 
Dec. 7.... 2.91 2.91 2.92% 2.92 32.96 
Dec. 8.... 2.87 2.87 2.88 2.86% 2.91% 
Dec. 9.... 2.88% 2.88% 2.90 2.88 2.93 
Dec, 11.... 2.85% 2.85% 2.87 2.85% 2.90 


Receipts of flaxseed by weeks ended Sat- 
urday and stocks in store at Minneapolis 
and Duluth, in bushels (000’s omitted): 

o—Receipts——, -——In stor 

1916 1915 1914 1916 1915 1914 
Minneapolis 311 268 237 264 187 354 
Duluth..... 642 219 79 695 863 162 


Totals.... 953 487 316 959 1,000 616 


Receipts and shipments of flaxseed at 
Minneapolis and Duluth, Sept. 1, 1916, to 
Dec. 9, 1916, were, in bus (000’s omitted): 


-~Receipts— —, 














1916 1915 916 1915 

Minneapolis . 4,819 3,361 ett 455 
Duluth ........ 5,656 3,503 6,018 3,491 
Totals......: 10,475 6,864 6,835 3,946 





United States Visible Grain Supply 


Visible supply of grain in the United 
States in bushels (000’s omitted): 








c Dec. 9 
Wheat Corn Oats Rye Brly 

Baltimore 2,617 196 722 423 147 
Boston ..... 224 81 927 . ee 
Buffalo ..... 2,930 49 2,837 82 1,183 
Chicago 5,110 801 20,906 89 320 

Afloat .... eas ‘am S85 4k oes 
Detroit ..... 539 217 299 42 
Duluth ..... 4,468 eee 934 65 749 
Galveston ... 2,590 20 ese eee 
Indianapolis. 256 306 873 4 
Kansas City. 11,623 176 3,827 SO. ace 
Milwaukee... 996 62 1,415 102 683 

Afeat 2... TT be 318 ose eis 
Minneapolis... 11,483 82 7,131 638 640 
New Orleans. 3,115 104 182 eee 110 
Newp. News. 46 «ve 525 SB . .0t6 
New York... 4,435 228 1,953 79 #6679 
Omaha ..... 1,294 427 1,895 163 6 
Peoria ...... 14 97 re eae 
Philadeiphia. 2,130 24 344 35 12 
St. Louis.... 2,212 126 916 13 19 
Toledo ...... 1,625 97 540 — 
Lakes ...... 1,479 280 1,254 144 325 

Totals..... 59,186 3,373 49,470 2,014 4,773 
Dec, 2, 1916 62,026 2,677 47,467 1,962 4,742 
Dee. 11, 1915 46,024 5,181 20,054 2,527 3,188 
Dec, 12, 1914 76,240 10,225 32,184 1,397 4,958 
Dec. 13, 1913 59,993 2,674 27,222 2,325 5,974 


Changes for the week: Decrease—Wheat, 
2,840,000 bus. Increases—Corn, 696,000 bus; 
oats, 2,003,000; rye, 52,000; barley, 31,000. 





Fort William and Port Arthur Stocks 
The following table shows stocks of grain 
in store at above points for week ending 











Dec. 8, in bushels (000’s omitted): 
Elevator— Wheat Oats Barley Flax 
©. We: Mie ees Sheen 1,741 826 130 eas 
MemMEFe «cee sccces 773 322 46 129 
Consolidated ...... 938 152 12 103 
| Pe 918 150 26 ees 
on stengeaten 722 153 11 148 
2 eee. 744 50 rT’ 
Fort William .... 646 294 20 22 
2 22 oe 
a F. 3. ‘ 76 53 
Can. Northern 2,118 1,390 272 79 
Horn & Co. ....... 1,026 470 64 128 
Can. Government.. 238 104 40 97 
Thunder Bay ..... 631 378 “49 34 
- 0 Peers 13,213 6,860 818 793 


ZOOF GOO occ ivcccs 7,913 3,312 907 576 








Receipts ......... 6,787 2,488 365 378 

Lake shipments... 5,929 1,788 457 494 

‘Rail shipments.... 164 60 1 4 
STOCKS BY GRADE (000’s omitted) 
Wheat— Bus Oats— Bus 

No. 1 hard ..... 19 No. 

No. 1 northern..1,129 No. 

No. 2 northern. .2,002 ‘No. 

No. 3 northern..1,604 Ex. 

Bs 8 wove nsieds 1,315 Others 

Others ......%.. 7,144 - 

Tetal .noce css 6,860 

Tetel 2.00% 13,213 





World’s Grain Shipments 
World’s wheat and corn shipments by 
weeks in bushels (000’s omitted): 
Dec. 11 Dec. 12 











Wheat— Dec. 9 Dee. 2 1915 1914 
America ..... 7,809 7,687 11,440 8,893 
Russia ....... Sépe> ueebas B06 os acic 
Danube ....., SS; -¢eete “etoas 144 
India ........- 1,008 SE -wescoe > scans 
Argentina .... 1,288 1,160 168 72 
Australia ..... 692 400 160 = wawes 
Others ........ 128 160 288 203 

Tots., wheat 10,925 9,395 12,262 9,312 
CORR wcecstevc 3,070 3,092 1,627 3,765 

On passage— 

Wheat ........ 40,808 39,984 38,400 35,544 
Corn .... + 22,721 21,803 19,728 25,611 


COOPERS’ CHIPS 


The Canadian Cereal & Flour Mills 
Co., Ltd., Royal Bank Building, Toronto, 
is in need of two or three coopers. 

For the week ending Saturday, flour 
barrel stock was fauy by three Min- 
neapolis shops as follows: elm staves, 9 
cars; hickory hoops, 2; patent hoops, 2; 
total cars, 13. 

The use by Minneapolis flour mills of 
27,005 barrels for the week ending Satur- 
day represented the consumption approx- 
imately of 119,900 patent Ss, 99,900 
wire hoops and 2,500 F hacney hoops. 

The sales and make of flour barrels by 


three Minneapolis shops for the week ending 
on the dates given below were: 


1 Make 

1916 1915 1914 1913 1916 

Dec. 9..*28,190 22,270 19,605 21,665 26,955 
Dec. 2:. 19,900 23,690 12,135 27,470 18,410 


Nov. 25. 21,385 32,535 21,985 26,220 24,765 
Nov. 18. 34,865 33,370 21,4256 29,760 29,456 
Nov. 11. 25,905 25,310 19,170 29,145 21,215 
Nov. 4. 24,670 23,550 20,526 34,570 19,590 
Oct. 28.. 16,020 29,785 23,585 27,070 17,022 
«+ 16,080 30,096 15,080 30,770 19,285 
Oct. 14.. 19,620 29,850 26,105 45,655 21,505 

*These figures include 2,365 half-barrels, 
two half-barrels being counted as one barrel. 


Attached are quotations of flour barrel 
stock, prompt shipment f.o.b. cars, Minne- 
apolis: 

Michigan elm staves, M....... 


$10. Soe 50 
Gum staves, M ...... 50 


er eeeeeee 


Basswood heading, set ........ tee tee 
Birch heading, 17%-inch, set. -- 7 @t%e 
Patent hoops, 6 ft., M....... +++ 10.75@11.25 
Patent hoops, 5% tt., Mh wiecsces 10.50@10.75 
Birch staves, M ..........+++++ 9.25@ 9.75 
Beech staves, M .......se++0+++ 9.256@ 9.76 
Hickory hoops, M ............. 6.00@ 6.50 
Head linings, carload, M ..... e -30@ .40 
Head linings, small lots,,M..... .40@ 60 


Special reports to The Northwestern Miller 
from northwestern shops outside of Minne- 
apolis as to the use of flour barrels, show: 


No. c—Barrels— No. 1915 

“~—— sold made shops. sold 
Dec. 9..... 2,425 2,225 5 7,895 
BOG. Bis oa 4 2,615 1,445 3 1,835 
Nov. 26.... 5 1,960 2,690 3 1,535 
Nov. 18.... 6 4,315 3,860 5 8,230 
Nov. 11.... 4 2,380 3,440 5 9,155 
Nov. 4.... 5 3,665 3,915 5 3,860 
Oct. 28.... 5 3,086 1,656 3 3,415 
Oct. 21.... 4 1,240 1,565 5 7,345 
Oct. 14.... 4 2,975 2,695 4 6,560 


Following are the points reporting: Fari- 
bault, New Ulm, Red Wing and Winona. 





Weekly Flour Exports 
New York, Dec. 12.—(Special Telegram)— 
Exports of flour, given in barrels, from all 
Atlantic and Gulf ports for the weeks end- 
ing on following dates, were: Dec. 11 Dec. 12 











Destination— Dec.9 Dec. 2 1915 1914 
London ........ 23,000 18,000 13,202 29,464 
Liverpool 8,000 4,000 13,574 1,214 
Glasgow 80,000 55,000 42,422 15,006 
Leith .... 7,000 8,000 4,000 ..... 
ST be sb ed ececs Cease ". cunts - 357 3,528 
) eee SRGP. bdany=, ovduce veees 
OO ee GOD veteo segue 
PRORES wcccsces 38,000 41,000 4,714 11,393 
Belfast ........ BEOCG §=BCOO .ccce ceccs 
EL, Act anasd otbne - a dade BVseee . deeec 
eee Me Sboke ~edets — keene 
Rotterdam 22,000 28,000 ..... 107,929 
SEE Akivccic cease” wees 29,476 6,371 
COMOMRAGOR 2.2 seese: cecce 2,500 9,604 
PP itchhh + 0! a eabe:. 6 eek, see 5,869 
Norway, Sweden ..... ..... 12,104 38,135 
Italy 
Cuba 
Hayti 
San Domingo .. 2,000 2,000 3,555 7,825 
Other W. I.’s... 49,000 45,000 51,756 17,270 
Cen. America... 14,000 33,000 10,000 107 
Brasls .c.ccoces 4,000 ..... 64,505 20,736 
Other S. A. ... 4,000 6,000 12,371 11,557 
MD, WE. Ammeries.. cess ~ ciccs 400 3,050 
Gibraltar ...... CGMP acest, . weede™ Bekee 
Others ........ 51,000 4,000 16,291 6,472 

BORN sic ccrecs 468,000 265,000 345,391 316,970 





London Exchange at Minneapolis 


London exchange at Minneapolis was 
quoted as follows: 
Sight 3-day 60-day 
Dec. 6...$4.75% $4.74% @4.75 $4.71% 
Dec. 7... 4.75% ++» @4.74 4.71% 
Dec. 8. oo a ee @4.74% 4.71% 
Dec. 9. 4.755-16 ...... 9744 are 
Dec. 11. 4.756-16 ...... 4.75 4.71% 
Dec. 12... «4.75% -@4.75 15-16 4.71% 
today 


Three-day guilders were quoted 
(Dec. 12) at 40%. 





Coarse Grain at Minneapolis 

Dec. 12.—For the week, choice yellow -corn 
was fairly active and firm. Lower grades 
and corn in cars that could not be shipped 
were slow and hard to dispose of. Today, 
all grains were slower and easier. No. 3 
yellow closed today at 84@85c .bu; other 
grades, 73@80c. 

Oats were in fair to good demand and 
firm up to today, when market was quiet 
and easier. Receipts, which have been light, 
were generally disposed of daily. Closing 
prices today: No. 3 white, 46% @46%c bu, 
or about bc lower than a week ago; No. 4 
white, 45@45%c. 

Rye was in good éxport demand, but on 
account of lack of cars very little business 
was done. Prices were firm, but today mar- 
ket broke 5e in rte teed with wheat. No. 
2 closed at” $1.83@1.3 

Barley in cars that’ onsha be shipped East 
were in good demand, but otherwise market 
was quiet and easier. Closing range today, 
76c@$1.11 bu, 





December 13, 1916 





OCEAN RATES 
Ocean rates on flour from Atlantic ports, 
as quoted in Minneapolis, Tuesday, were as 


follows, in cents per 100 lbs: 
-—————- From ~ 
Phila- 


Bos- Balti- de!- 





To— York ton more ae 
Aberdeen ........ 75.00 .... 72.00 
Amsterdam ..... 176.00 .... 

Deas ovcccccces es 60.00 


Christiania ...... 150.00 .... 162.00 151.00 





Copenhagen +++ 150.00 .... 152.00 151.00 
Dublin ...... sa sese, cose GEO .... 
Dundee DG cscs Geek -.... 
ere 60.00 ++ 70.00 60.00 
Gothenburg ++ 150.00 .... 152.00 151.00 
Havre ..... cobee MBE ccte 060 00. 
Pee Se ee ee 

Leith ..... chester 60.00 57.00 .... 
Liverpool ....... 55.00 «+++ 70.00 56.00 
London ......... +--+ 65.00 57,00 
Manchester ..... bee cue 57.00 
Marseilles ....... 131.25 oe 

Rotterdam ...... 175.00 ° 177. 00 


St. John’s, N. F.. 66.00 : 

Rate from Newport Stews to ‘Giianew, | 57e, 
January shipment; Liverpool, 60c; London, 
567@60c, January shipment. 

The rates quoted on sacked flour are sub- 
ject to confirmation with respect to the 
quantity, period of shipment and/or specific 
steamer or sailing date. All contracts and 
all shipments are subject strictly to the ex- 
press stipulations of the “War Clause” 


adopted by the respective steamship services, 


ST. LOUIS 
Nominal rates on flour in sacks, in cents 
per 100 Ibs, via lake-and-rail, from St. Louis 
or East St. Louis to foreign ports: 
Aberdeen ..... 89.00 Glasgow ....... 65.00 
ee ee eee 74.00 


Amsterdam 
Bristol ..... 
Christiania .... 
Copenhagen ...165.00 Manchester ... 65.00 
Dundee ....... 74.00 Rotterdam .... 0 

Domestic rates, all-raiJ, on flour in sacks, 
in cents per 100 ibs: 





New York ..... 20.60 Baltimore ..... 17.50 
Boston ........ 22.50 Washington 17.50 
Philadelphia ...18.60 Detroit ........ 10.90 
Buffalo ........ 14.00 Newport News.. 17.50 





Albany .. - 19.80 Richmond, Va.. ( 
Syracuse +--+. 17.60 Rochester ..... 17.50 
Va. com, points. 17.60 Cleveland ...... 11.90 


Scranton ...... 18.60 Indianapolis e+e 8.30 


DETROIT AND TOLEDO 
Rates on flour, in cents per 100 Ibs, from 





Detroit, Toledo and Sandusky to points 
named: Reship- 
Ex-lake Reship- ping 
— export ping export 
New York ...... 12. 14 12 
Boston eee is 12 16 12 
Philadelphia coe 38.8 11 12 11 
Baltimore ...... 11.5 10.5 11 10 
Richmond . - 11.5 10.5 11 10 
Norfolk ....... 11.5 10.5 11 10 
Washington, D. ron 11.5 eo» 11 10 
Cumberland, Md., 
Meyersdale, 
Pa., — 
w. ‘Va. coovces a2 ée 10.5 
Albany ......6+. 13.5 oe 13.5 
WOR. ss cccscvs - 12 ee 12 
Syracuse ...... - 11.5 ee 11 
Rochester ...... 11 oe 11 
CHICAGO 


Rates on flour for domestic shipment, 
lake-and-rail, from Chicago to points named, 
in cents per 100 lbs, are shown herewith: 


Baltimore ......11.7 Boston ......... 16.7 
Rochester ......13.7 Philadelphia .... 12.7 
PEST 2 cos ccccseces 13.7 Pittsburgh ...... 12.7 
Syracuse ........13.7 Albany ......... 14.2 
New York ..... - 14.7 





Winter and Spring Wheat Crops 
Final estimates of the wheat crop and 
acreage of the United States, by years, made 
by the Department of Agriculture, are as 
follows (hundreds omitted in acreage and 
thousands in yield): 
-— Bushels—— 


m——Ae 
Winter Spng Total Wint Spng Tot 


1916*. 33,020 17,8561 60,871 455 153 608 
1915.. 40,453 19,445 69,898 655 356 1,012 
1914.. 36,008 17,533 63,541 685 206 ‘891 
1913.. 31,690 18,485 60,184 624 240 763 
1912.. 26,571 19,243 45,815 400 330 730 
1911.. 29,163 20,881 49,543 431 191 621 
1910.. 27,329 18,352 45,681 434 201 635 
1909.. 28,330 18,303 46,723 446 291 737 
1908.. 30,026 17,681 47,657 438 227 665 
1907.. 28,406 16,800 45,211 409 225 634 
1906.. 29,951 17,355 47,306 493 242 735 
1905.. 29,988 17,872 47,354 419 273 693 
1904.. 27,081 17,044 44,075 3825 228 552 
1903.. 32,510 16,954 49,465 402 236 638 
1902.. 26,657 19,545 46,202 363 7 + 


*Indicated crop based on condition Nov. 


United States Crops—All Grains 
Following table shows the indicated yield 
of all grain in the United States for 1916, 
based on condition Nov. 1, with yields for 
earlier. years, as finally estimated by the 
Department of Agriculture (000’s omitted), 


in bushels: 
Wheat— 1916 19156 1914 1913 
Winter. 455,000 655,046 684,990 523,561 
153,000 356,460 206,027 239,519 


Spring.. 
+ au 608,000 1,011,505 891,017 763,380 








Corn -... 2,643,608 3,064,536 2,672,804 2,446,988 
Oats ....2,229,182 1,640,362 1,141,060 1,121,768 
Barley... 183,536 237,009 194,953 178,189 
Rye...... ,884 49,190 41,381 
Flaxseed., 15,300 138,845 17,853 
Hay, tone. “00.155 95,238 ach 
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HANDLING GRAIN IN 
THE NORTHWEST 


(Continued from page 734.) 

‘The handling or moving of boxcars at 
a modern elevator is done by direct-con- 
nected car pullers, operated on single or 
double drums of enormous capacity. It 
is seldom that cars are moved up to the 
unloading pit by an engine, except when 
placed for unloading at the initial move- 
ment. ‘The cars are handled altogether 
by the drum, as a rule. These drums are 
large round machines, with cable attach- 
ments, and are operated by a motor. 
Even in the coldest weather, these drums 
have a capacity for moving 40 to 60 load- 
ed cars. There is usually one car-pulling 
machine to each track on each side of an 
elevator. 

Due to the comparative cheapness of 
electricity at Minneapolis, a good many 
of the elevators have abandoned their 
steam ‘plants and substituted electric 
power. These electric installations usu- 
ally carry a 2,300-volt current. 

‘The modern elevator is practically fire- 
proof. When properly equipped with 
modern appliances, it is seldom that 
sound grain will get out of condition. 
Within recent years, elevator companies 
have been placing in their storage tanks 
a thermometer system which enables them 
to read the temperature of the grain at 
every five-foot level. In this way any 
change in temperature can readily be de- 
tected, and the grain moved to prevent 
getting out of condition. 

Modern elevators are also equipped 
with passenger or employee’s elevators, 
and fireproof stairways, for the protec- 
tion of employees. 

With the very important increases 
made this year, Minneapolis is a strong 
contender for the position long held by 
Chicago, that of being the largest elevator 
storage point in the country. 

lhe Washburn-Crosby Co, is just com- 
pleting an elevator of 2,500;000 bus ca- 
pacity; the Pillsbury Flour Mills Co. has 
increased its A mill storage by 1,425,000 
bus, making it 4,600,000 bus; the Soo Line 
recently placed in operation a 1,200,000- 
bu house, and the Twin City Trading Co. 
is now building a 300,000-bu working- 
house in connection with its A elevator. 
Other additions for the year will bring 
the storage capacity of Minneapolis well 
above the 50,000,000-bu mark. 

There are three classes of elevators at 
Minneapolis, the “regular” house under 
Chamber of Commerce rules, the public 
house, operating under state rules, and 
the private house. 
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The “regular” house under Chamber of 
Commerce rules‘ was occasioned. by an 
agreement between bankers and private 
elevator owners, in order to make ware- 
house receipts more valid and more 
negotiable. The difference between the 
public elevator under the state and the 
“regular” house under the Chamber of 
Commerce, is that the delivery of receipts 
of the “regular” are accepted and cleared 
through the pit of the Chamber of Com- 
merce. 

The public elevator under the state 
laws is registered and graded the same 
as is the house under the Chamber of 
Commerce rules, but its receipts are not 
accepted or deliverable in Chamber of 
Commerce option trading. 

The third class of elevator in Minne- 
apolis is the private house. There are 
very few of these, outside of those oper- 
ated by the large mills and malthouses, 
as the banks look askance at receipts 
issued by them. The banks evidently feel 
that there is no particular check against 
receipts issued by. the small private 
houses, and it is more a case of honor 
where they accept receipts from these 
houses at all. 

The purpose of a private house is more 
for mixing, cleaning or blending, or in 
direct connection with some manufactur- 
ing industry, like a flour mill, malting- 
house, etc. 

The flour mills of Minneapolis are find- 
ing it expedient to have their own private 
storage. They are more and more recog- 
nizing the importance of this. It enables 
them to accumulate stocks of various 
varieties of wheat, so that they can get a 
mixture balanced in accordance. with 
tests and milling experience that gives the 
best results. 

Another reason for the growing tend- 
ency on the part of millowners to provide 
private storage is the changing to more 
diversified farming in the Northwest. 
Investigation shows that, as a state grows 
older, the volume of wheat raised in any 
particular section decreases from year to 
year. For instance, a Minrieapolis line 
company that operated 20 country eleva- 
tors in southern Minnesota 15 to 20 years 
ago, would annually take in at these 
houses approximately 4,000,000 bus of 
wheat. These same houses on a good 
crop now will not average over 400,000 
bus. : 

Again, it is claimed that, with each 
succeeding year, the wheat produced in 
the older sections of the West becomes 
softer and less desirable for milling. 
Hence, to get the necessary selections 
for mixtures, the mills have to draw from 
wide area. This was illustrated 


a very 


recently at  napinag age when wheat of- 
fered for sale on the floor of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce on one day came from 
upward of a dozen states and from the 
three western provinces of Canada. 

As a rule, the bulk of the crop moves 
within a very few months after the be- 
ginning of harvest each year. If the 
mills are not then prepared to buy and 
store for later requirements, the wheat 
moves out of the country, either to other 
milling centers or is exported to Europe. 

In order to get the necessary qualities, 
the mills, especially the larger ones, 
therefore find it essential to build storage 
and accurhulate supplies for future needs, 
rather than wait until later, when wheat 
has largely moved, is scarcer, and the 
stocks available are largely elevator 


_wheat. 


The new.working-house for the Twin 
City Trading Co., at Minneapolis, con- 
tracts for which were awarded a few 
weeks ago, will embrace a feature which 
is expected to revolutionize the handling 
of grain at a terminal elevator. This is a 
car-dumping tipple, for the unloading of 
grain. ‘The device is made under patent 
by a Chicago concern, and is guaranteed 
to unload 100 cars in 10 hours, with only 
two men to operate the machine. 

By this device, the doors of the boxcar 
are broken open automatically in 20 
seconds, without injury to the door, and 
the car is supposed to be completely un- 
loaded in one and one-half minutes. 
Various tilting operations are employed, 
the principle of gravity being made use 
of to move the grain. The remainder of 
the time allotted to each car is divided 
between switching and the placing of 
another car on the machine. 

A tippling machine of this nature has 
been under discussion for perhaps 25 
years, but this is the first definite effort 
made by a responsible machinery house 
to put same on the market. If the ma- 
chine bears out the claims of its manu- 
facturer, it promises to very materially 
reduce the number of employees in large 
elevators, and the expense of operation. 
However, of high cost, it is adapted 
mainly to houses of large capacity, where 
the volume of grain handled is large. 

The estimated cost of an elevator of 
concrete construction is 18 to 20c per 
bushel of capacity, depending upon the 
size of the unit. Where the units are 
very large, it is sometimes less than this. 
The cost of a modern working-house, of 
concrete construction, depends upon the 
size of the bins and the machinery in- 
stalled. It runs from 25c to $1 per bushel 
of the capacity. 

The insurance on such a plant depends 
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largely on whether it is — with a 
sprinkler system or not, and runs from 
50c down to 914c. On the other hand, 
the cheapest insurance obtainable on the 
old-fashioned elevator of wood construc- 
tion, with sprinkler system installed, is 
$1 and, without the sprinkler, $3.50 per 
$100, valuation. 





MINNEAPOLIS AND NORTHWEST 


(Continued from page 738.) 

A few cars of low-grade, light-weight 
Canadian wheat arrived in Minneapolis 
during the week, on consignment, and 
brought 35@30c under December. As long 
as the Winnipeg options remain higher 
than Minneapolis; no business is possible 
in No. 1 northern. It is understood that 
the Canadian government intends to see 
that it stays higher. 

Minneapolis line elevator companies re- 
port wheat movement from farms in the 
Northwest as steadily decreasing. At 
many stations, receipts do not average 
100 bus daily. Ordinarily, the movement 
is fairly free just before Christmas. If 
present receipts are used as the basis of 
an estimate of farm holdings, it is felt 
that receipts later will be pretty slim. 
In Montana, elevators are filled to capac- 
ity, with little relief in sight, boxcars 
being almost unobtainable. 


CEREALS AND FEED 


Buckwheat flour is quoted at $10.40 bbl, 
in 49- or 98-lb sacks, f.o.b. Minneapolis. 


Screenings are unchanged 
though offerings are increasing. 

Rye flour is dull but firm in price. Rye 
is high, on account of eastern and export 
demand. 

On account of car shortage, feed ship- 
pers are double-loading cars wherever 
possible. 

Manchurian buckwheat is offered in 
Minneapolis by Pacific Coast importers 
at $3.20 per 100 lbs, delivered. Buyers 
here bid $3.10. . 

Pacific Coast white barley is quoted at 
$1.30 and blue brewing at $1.25 bu, bulk, 
delivered at Minneapolis. Local buyers 
regard these prices as fully 5c too high. 

Two sales of red dog, aggregating 
23,000 bags, were made Dec. 11 by Min- 
neapolis mills, in London. The price paid 
is said to have been 40s@40s 6d per bbl, 
in jute, less 2 per cent. 

Some mill oats are offered as low as 
35c, while others are held as high as 46c 
bu, bulk, f.o.b. Minneapolis. -Good plump 
oats are in demand, but the seedy variety 
is slow and weak. 


in price, 








The Pillsbury Flour Mills Co,’s Enlarged Storage Plant, Adjoining the A Mill; Capacity 4,600,000 bus 
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Demand for flour was more active last 
week, good bookings being made for De- 
cember and 60 days’ shipment.. Buying 
was from all directions and was rather 
eager during the earlier part of the week, 
but eased off later. Mills, however, in 
most cases made sales practically equal 
to their output. Stocks of flour are far 
from heavy, as buying all along this crop 
has been from hand to mouth, and a rea- 
sonably steady business is almost inevi- 
table for the balance of the crop. 

Prices were firmly maintained, and at 
the close showed little change from pre- 
vious week. About half the mills doing 
business in the South reported sales good, 
and the other half claimed demand was 
dull. Eastern trade was not so brisk, 
consumers having mostly satisfied their 
immediate requirements during the last 
few weeks, and millers are not offering 
freely. 

Cabling was active. Demand from the 
Continent was good, and numerous fair- 
sized sales were made. Inquiries from 
the United Kingdom were also numerous, 
but millers could not quote intelligently, 
not being positive of the grade of flour 
desired. Latin American and West In- 
dies orders were in good proportion, and 
the volume of business done was satis- 
factory. 

Local demand was rather quiet. The 
near approach of the holiday season is 
reducing inquiry from bakers and job- 
bers, as most December needs have been 
anticipated. Demand for clears was also 
quiet, and sales were light. Some bids 
were made for February-March ship- 
ment, but buyers’ ideas were below mill- 
ers’ asking prices. 

Nominal quotations at the close: hard 
winter fancy patent, $8.50@8.70; straight, 
$8.20@8.30; first clear, $7.25@7.60; sec- 
ond clear, $6.25@6.50; low-grade, $5.85@ 
6,—jute. Soft winter fancy patent, $8.40 
@8.75; second patent, $8.10@8.25; extra 
fancy, $7.70@7.90; second clear, $6.75@ 
7.10; low-grade, $6@6.40,—jute or cotton. 
Pacific Coast soft wheat fancy patent, 
$8.40@8.60; straight, $8@8.30; cut-off, 
$7.70@8,—jute. Spring wheat patent, 
$8.60@9.10; first clear, $8@8.45,—jute. 
Rye, $8.05; dark, $7.75,—jute. 

Demand for millfeed was dull, and 
very little business done. Jobbers were 
entirely out of the market, and are sell- 
ing what stocks they have on hand. Local 
demand took care of all offerings. 


FLOUR OUTPUT 
The flour output of the St. Louis mills, 
with a weekly capacity of 40,800 bbls, for 
the week ending Dec. 9 was 34,350, repre- 
senting 84 per cent of capacity, compared 
with 32,500, or 80 per cent, the previous 
week, 33,600, or 82 per cent, a year ago, 
and 33,600, or 80 per cent, in 1914. 
Outside mills, with a weekly capacity 
of 60,300 bbls, the product of which is 
sold from St. Louis, made 46,500, repre- 
senting 77 per cent, compared with 46,- 
000, or 76 per cent, the previous week, 
47,600, or 79 per cent, a year ago, and 
51,000, or 85 per cent, in 1914. 


THE WEATHER AND THE WHEAT 
The weather has continued moderate 
for this time of the year. There was a 
fair precipitation, followed by a cold 
snap and light flurries of snow, but 
neither the cold nor the snow have 
amounted to anything. The wheat is un- 
protected in Missouri and southern IIli- 
nois, and a good fall of snow would be 
welcome. 
Following is the gist of reports re- 
ceived: Looks very good...Good 


Looks O. K; weather quite favorable... 
O. K...Poor start, owing to dry weather 
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and frost...Looks fine and promising. . . 
Normal condition; some slight infestation 
of fly, but good growth has been made... 
Looks fine...Condition good, considering 
the season. 

Mills included in the above reports: 

Blake Milling Co., Edwardsville, Ill. 

Columbia (Ill.) Star Milling Co. 

Highland (1ll.) Milling Co. 

Koenigsmark Mill Co., Waterloo, IIl. 

Lexington (Ky.) Roller Mills Co. 

Pfeffer Milling Co., Lebanon, Ill. 

Ph. H. Postel Milling Co., Mascoutah, Ill. 

Steeleville (Ill.) Milling Co. 

Chas. Tiedemann Milling Co., O’Fallon, Ill. 

NOTES 

Charles Espenschied is in Philadelphia 
to attend the wedding of his niece, Miss 
Duncan. 

Deliveries on December contracts to 
Dec. 8 were 135,000 bus wheat and 25,000 
bus oats. No corn has, so far, been de- 
livered against the December contract. 


John L. Messmore and Thomas B. 
Teasdale, who represented the St. Louis 
Merchants’ Exchange at the National 
Rivers and Harbors Congress in Wash- 
ington, returned home last week. Mis- 
souri contributed more to the accom- 
plishment of this work than any other 
state. 

Allan J. Postel, of the Ph. H. Postel 
Milling Co., Mascoutah, Ill; George H. 
Davis, president Ernst-Davis Grain Co., 
Kansas City; J. F. Mulhall, flour broker, 
San Antonio, Texas; William Richter, 
proprietor of one of the largest steam 
bakeries in San Antonio, Texas; T. E. 
and C, U. Snyder, of C. U. Snyder & Co., 
Chicago,—were on ’¢hange last week. 

The demurrage rates being exacted by 
the railroads will take effect here on the 
Vandalia Railway Dec. 14, on the Chi- 
cago, Burlington & Quincy and Chicago, 
Peoria & St. Louis, Dec. 15, and on all 
other railroads Dec. 11. The new charge 
is $1 for the first day, an additional $1 
for each succeeding day for the first five 
days, and thereafter a flat rate of $5 per 
day. 


BRITAIN’S NEW WAR FLOUR 


(Continued from page 737.) 

of the government’s policy of increasing 
the percentage of flour to be obtained 
from wheat. It requests that a small ad- 
visory committee, consisting principally 
of millers, be established forthwith to 
assist in dealing with the many technical 
points which must arise as a consequence 
of governmental intervention in technical 
matters of great complexity.” 

A discussion then took place regarding 
the supplies of home-grown wheat, dur- 
ing which it was intimated that, owing to 
the present unusually high price of of- 
fals, certain quantities of wheat were be- 
ing used on farms for feeding purposes. 
An Irish miller stated that, owing to the 
shortage of barley, distillers in certain 
parts of Ireland were using wheat for 
distilling purposes. In view of these 
conditions, the following resolution was 
unanimously passed: 

“That in view of the national necessity 
indicated by the action of the govern- 
ment in increasing the length of flour 
produced, this association expresses the 
opinion that the remaining balance of 
home-grown wheat shall be conserved for 
breadstuffs and seed purposes unless 
diverted under government permission 
for other purposes.” 


RESTRICTIONS ON IMPORTS 


The next subject that came up for dis- 
cussion was the importation of foreign 
flour. It was pointed out that the im- 
ports of flour must necessarily be placed 
under some kind of control, otherwise 
it would be impossible for home millers, 
who were obliged to make a flour of 76 
per cent extraction, to compete with for- 
eign flour. 

During the discussion, details of which 









were not for publication, it became ap- 
parent, judging from the remarks of the 
leading members of the association, that 
the government would not in any way 
consider the question of restricting the 
imports of foreign flour. A miller pres- 
ent suggested that, owing to the present 
shortage of offal, it might be advisable 
to draw up a resolution considering the 
question of prohibiting, for the duration 
of the war, the imports of flour. He 
was promptly told by the chair that it 
would be utterly useless and out of order 
to consider any such resolution. Finally 
the following resolution was unanimously 
carried: 

“That foreign flour imported into the 
United Kingdom should be subject to the 
same conditions of manufacture in the 
country of origin as obtain in the United 
Kingdom, namely, should be subject to 
scale of yields laid down by the British 
government, and that such flour should 
be subject to.a color test to be specified 
by this government.” 


REASON FOR COLOR TEST 


During the discussion of the above 
resolution, it was pointed out that, as 
the British authorities would have no way 
of checking the percentage of extraction 
of foreign flour, the only satisfactory 
way of checking the quality would be 
to subject the imported flour to a color 
test. For this reason the reference to 
subjecting imported flour to a color test 
was included in the resolution. 


THE BISCUIT QUESTION 


During a discussion of the kind of 
flour necessary for the manufacture of 
high-grade biscuits, it was suggested that 
possibly some arrangement might be ar- 
rived at whereby it would be possible for 
biscuit manufacturers to have their re- 
quirements delivered with the grades sep- 
arated, that is to say, if a biscuit buyer 
wanted 1,000 bags of flour, he would have 
to take the equivalent of 1,000 bags of 
flour of 76 per cent extraction, but could 
have the white higher grade separated 
from the lower grade. 

This, however, was only a suggestion, 
and it is doubtful whether the govern- 
ment will approve, as it is understood 
that the new 76 per cent flour will be 
white enough for fancy baking, although 
naturally it will not be possible to get 
such satisfactory results as when high- 
grade flours are used. 


CHARACTER OF NEW FLOUR 


It is understood that the new 76 per 
cent flour will be of a very fair color, 
and as far as quality and appearance are 
concerned will not be far from the qual- 
ity of the grade known in London as 
town households. If this is the case, 
there will be very little change in the 
color of the bread, as town households, 
which are also nearly equivalent to the 
present export patents, are the usual 
grade used by-the London baker. 

The flour will, therefore, not be any- 
thing like the “standard” flour which was 
so freely boomed by a certain section of 
the Harmsworth press several years ago, 
but which in due course died a natural 
death. This same section of the pres$ 
is now claiming full credit for the system 
that is now being adopted by the govern- 
ment, and insists on stating that the 
“standard” form is to be adopted. As 
a matter of fact, this is not the case. 

While the earlier fad was being ex- 
ploited, very little flour of 80 per cent 
extraction was made. In many cases, in 
order to meet the demand for a dirty- 
looking flour, millers bought the poorest 
quality of American low-grades and 
mixed it in with their whiter flour. The 
result was a dirty-looking loaf of ex- 
ceedingly poor taste, whereas the new 
flour will probably make quite a fair 
loaf, both in appearance and quality. 


UNPOPULAR WITH MILLERS 


There is no doubt that the system is 
going to upset the trade of individual 
millers seriously. All will be brought 
down to a common basis, and those mill- 
ers who had a special trade in high-grade 
flours will be badly hit. Millers say, 
however, that there will still be room for 
skill in getting good results from flour 
of 76 per cent extraction. 

There is no doubt about this, but it 
remains to be seen how American and 
Canadian mills will be able to compete. 
British millers are renowned for their 
skillful milling, and, owing to their pres- 
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ent milling machinery, for the large per- 
centage of flour extracted from wheat. 
I am inclined to think that they excel 
the American and Canadian millers in 
that respect, and it will be interesting to 
see what the latter can do, as compared 
with the home millers. ‘ 

The British miller will have his output 
and percentages checked by governmental 
inspection; the foreign miller will not be 
subjected to this form of inspection, so 
in all probability, if imports of flour are 
ultimately allowed on the basis of the 
resolution put forward by the National 
Association of British and Irish Millers, 
the color test will be the ruling feature. 


ARRIVALS AND FORWARD SALES 

Flour importers undoubtedly will have 
part of their purchases arrive after Jan. 
1, 1917, which is the date fixed for the 
universal use of the new flour. Nothing 
is known at present as to what will be 
done with such arrivals, but government 
officials have intimated that some plan 
will be worked out whereby the flour 
can be taken care of and the interests 
of the importer protected at the same 
time. 

As British millers are to start making 
the new flour on Nov. 27, they will be 
entitled to fill contracts that they may 
have made for high grades of flour with 
the new grade, the price being based on 
the town household grade. As millers 
will be confronted with this situation in 
all parts of the country, it has been de- 
cided that in cases where mills are 
obliged to fill contracts for high-grade 
flour with a flour of 76 per cent extrac- 
tion, the price basis is to be fixed by the 
local association of millers. 

The grade of town households is solely 
a London grade. Each market has a 
somewhat different grade of bakers flour, 
generally known by different terms. For 
instance, in Liverpool, the grade is known 
as “bakers,” but the quality of Liverpool 
“bakers” is considered to be 1s@18d be- 
low London town households, and so it 
goes in various markets of the United 
Kingdom. 

IMPORTERS CONFER 

A number of delegates of the National 
Flour Importers’ Association are in Lon- 
don awaiting an opportunity to call as 
a deputation on the Board of Trade. Up 
to this writing an appointment has not 
been made, but undoubtedly one will be 
made in due course, and importers are 
hoping that they will soon know on what 
conditions imported flour will be allowed 
to come into the United Kingdom. 

In the meantime practically all dealing 
in American and Canadian flour is 
stopped, although several cables have 
been received from mills offering to make 
what they term “standard” flour. Im- 
porters, however, would not dare to ac- 
cept such offers, until something is defi- 
nitely known regarding the appearance 
and color of the new flour. 

It must be remembered that a consid- 
erable difference may exist between a 76 
per cent extraction based on English and 
American systems of milling; therefore, 
until a standard has been fixed by the 
British miller the miller abroad will not 
know the actual quality of flour that is 
necessary to fill the bill. 

C. F. G, Rarkes. 





A Famous Switching Case 

The famous Minneapolis switching case, 
which has passed through both the Hen- 
nepin district and the state supreme 
courts, with decisions against the rail- 
roads, has reached a new stage. A stay, 
granted by the district court, has been 
withdrawn. This allowed the roads to 
continue to collect charges, but with the 
proviso that the money was to be held in 
escrow for refunding, should the litiga- 
tion be finally settled in favor of the 
shippers. A similar stay will be sought 
from the state supreme court, pending 
an appeal to the federal courts. 

The Milwaukee and Omaha roads are 
defendants, They jointly own the Minne- 
apolis Eastern, a belt line which switches 
cars from their tracks to the flour mills. 
A charge of $1.50 per car or more has 
been made for this service. Shippers 
sought to resist this charge, and, after a 
hearing, the Minnesota Railroad Commis- 
sion abrogated the charge. Then it went 
to the courts, which have uniformly ruled 
in favor of the shippers. 

Other lines are eRected, but the case 
referred to is to be made the test. 






SEY 9 










“ee 


a no 





T 
mon 
cont 
toa 
may 
pric 
per 
chez 
exis 
bou 
A 
abou 
to ir 
into 
brov 
whe. 
this 
yiel 
at % 
mak 
ado) 
ther 
ent 
or | 
less 
thar 
pres 
offe 
tion 
had 
is ¢ 
and 
han 
flou: 
A 
held 
pate 
whe 
bein 
clea 
Can 
e€Xx-S 
som 
K 
and 
whil 
58s 
as | 
unw 
M 
€Xx-s 
63s. 
beer 
mil 
A 
mar 
wan 
apol 
€X-§ 
W 
cour 
soft 
avai 
are 
are 
wint 
now 


mon 
tiful 
are 

a we 


few, 
ing 

bills 
fere 
bills 
bills 











mill has been offerin 


December 13, 1916 





THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 














SN et ee en an ae 


EUR 


5 Tal CaP Cat GaP aD) TOY Tal) TS 





MADD, =* 






59:MARK: LANE - LONDON :E.C. ENGLAND 


CAB 





De RN tS as 








TUCVILULIL LLL tL ee LYJVLY. r 
WOOD BB CALS QA SSS QO SACO SAID EPL PEPE LOR 


! 


C.F G. RAIKES - EUROPEAN:-MANAGER 














‘-DEPAR 


LE-AND-TELEGRAPHIC:-ADDRESS- MILL 





Scat Ca CASS CS TAN HY CRY ZAP CPN PSY CAS a 














: 
| 
——_———_—___________j f\ 


Lo BEE TO OR Pe OS Bs 












EFIORI® 

















Advertisers desiring special information 
concerning markets or connections in Ameri- 
ca or elsewhere are invited to correspond 
direct with the Buropean Department. 





Contents of this publication are protected 
by copyright. Republication permitted when 
credit is given The Northwestern Miller. 








Lonpon, Nov. 15, 1916 





The wheat and flour market is at the 
moment in an abnormal position. State 
control of wheat has not reduced prices 
to any extent worth mentioning, though it 
may have prevented a further rise. The 
price of bread in this city is now 20@2Ic 
per 4-Ib loaf, and there is a great cry for 
cheaper bread. It is unreasonable, under 
existing conditions, but the government is 
bound to see what can be done. 

All sorts of rumors have been flying 
about as to the intention of the authorities 
to insist on 25 per cent of corn flour going 
into every loaf, and of a compulsory 
brown loaf containing 80 per cent of the 
wheat berry. For some time the mills in 
this country have been taking longer 
yields of flour, in fact many are already 
at 75 per cent, and this has helped to 
make millfeed very dear. The universal 
adoption of 80 per cent bread would, 
therefore, considerably enhance the pres- 
ent famine prices of millfeed. 

Although the demand for over-sea spot 
or near-at-hand flour is strong, there is 
less disposition to look at distant flours 
than existed two or three weeks ago, while 
present American and Canadian cif. 
offers are almost unworkable. The reduc- 
tion in London-milled-flour of 1s has not 
had much effect on such over-sea flour as 
is available, because the great scarcity 
and the demand for what is ready at 
hand neutralized the drop in home-milled 
flour. 

American top spring wheat patents are 
held at 61@63s ex-store, and Minnesota 
patents at 60s 6d@62s. American spring 
wheat clears are very scarce, fancy marks 
being worth fully 59s ex-store, while first 
clears would make 57@58s. Good-class 
Canadian clears have recently made 59s 
ex-store, while for an inferior quality, 
somewhat dark, 55s@55s 6d is wanted. 

Kansas patents are very scarce on spot, 
and good marks would make 61s ex-store, 
while seconds of fair quality are worth 
58s 614@60s. Recent shipment offers are 
as high as 61s 6d@62s c.i.f., which are 
unworkable. 

Manitoba exports are held at 60@6l1s 
ex-store, while patents are making 62@ 
63s. Canadian mill offers have recently 
been very irregular, but a well-known 
at 58s 6d net, c.i-f. 

American low-grades are out of the 
market, which is a pity, as they are much 
wanted just now. ordinary Minne- 
apolis grade is worth about 45@45s 6d 
ex-store, when available. 

With the continued scarcity of English 
country flour there is much demand for 
soft over-sea varieties, but very little is 
available. California soft winter patents 
are worth 58s ex-store, while Australians 
are held at 57s 64@58s. No Ontario soft 
winter flour seems to be available just 
now. ‘ 





THE MONEY SITUATION 


There has been a fair demand for 
money all the week, with the supply plen- 
tiful and rates easy. Loans for the day 
are obtainable at 44%4@5 per cent, and for 
a week at 5. 

Transactions in ordinary discounts were 
few, but a steady business has been pass- 
ing in December and January treasury 
bills. Three months’ bank bills are of- 
fered at 51%4@5 9-16 per cent, four months’ 
bills at the same rate, and six months’ 
bills at 554@5 11-16, while the rate for 





The bank rate 


trade bills at 54,@6%. 
remains at 6. per cent. 

An important feature this week has 
been the rise in the Russian rate of ex- 
change. On one day it advanced 3% 
points to 16314, due to the notification of 
a decree forbidding speculative dealings 
in the ruble, and the next day it fell to 
159, rising before the close to 162. It 
has since fallen back to 157, and it is 
understood now that the decree referred 
to does not apply to legitimate dealings 
in Russian exchange. 

The second French war loan has re- 
sulted in a total of £454,400,000, of which, 
it is roughly estimated, £20,000,000 came 
from foreign subscribers and represent 
almost entirely the London issue. 


OATMEAL 


Oatmeal continues to rise, Aberdeen 
being 1s@I1s 6d higher on the week at 25s 
per 112 lbs, while Midlothian has jumped 
at least 2s 6d, and is at 30s. This is 
largely due to the bad harvesting experi- 
enced in Scotland. There are American 
coarse, medium and fine varieties offered 
at £24 per ton. 


MILLFEED 


Millfeed is advancing, and today coarse 
middlings are worth £15@£15 5s per 
ton, while bran is at £12 5s@£12 10s. 


ENTRIES OF FOREIGN FLOUR 


Entries of foreign flour into London 
for two weeks, with the respective coun- 
tries of origin, in sacks of 280 lbs: 


Nov. 10 Nov. 3 

United States (Atlantic ports) 10,940 4,334 
Australia ......... PE ecceeve tee 9,400 120 
4, BPEL TE TEPEP ETE 40 eee 
CD Uo SW bibes cocci cecceee eve 1,000 
TOPOM: a ceacdeccvececivcecees at> 206 
POCA cccesavccenecs gsececee 20,380 5,660 


Average receipts for four weeks end- 
ing: 
Nov. 10 Oct. 13 Sep. 15 
37 


Foreign wheat* ...... *91,2 61,809 60,609 
British wheatf ...... 2,269 3,172 3,431 
Foreign flourt ....... 25,956 17,493 24,719 
Foreign and British 
> eee eee eee Eee 47,504 39,315 45,813 
*Qrs (480 Ibs). fQrs (504 Ibs). {Sacks 


(280 Ibs). 
MILL OFFALS 


Mill offals are going higher and higher 
each day, and there seems to be no limit 
in their price. Fine middlings are mak- 
ing £16 or, roughly, $80 per ton, coarse 
middlings are worth $70, and the best 
quality of bran is fetching £14, or $70. 
As the winter has scarcely begun, how 
high feed prices may go during the next 
six months will depend on the severity of 
the winter. There is no doubt there will 
be a considerably reduced consumption, 
owing to these prices. It should also be 
remembered that in such a climate as that 
of the United Kingdom the feeding of 
offals to cattle is not absolutely neces- 
sary, as in a colder climate, such as 
America, where no pasture is available 
during the winter. 


A SERIOUS SITUATION 

For the time being the importation of 
American and Canadian flour is practi- 
cally at a standstill, as importers cannot 
compete with the price of home-milled 
flour. London mills are asking equivalent 
to 58s delivered into the bakery for a 
grade of flour similar to export patent. 
Their official price is 59s, it ane been 
reduced this week from 60s. With dis- 
counts deducted, this price is equivalent 
to 58s delivered. Importers find it abso- 
lutely impossible to buy American flour 
for future shipment anywhere near this 
price, after landing and delivery charges 
have been added to the c.i.f. price. 

The position of London importers, how- 
ever, is not nearly so serious as those in 
Liverpool. In the latter market, for some 
reason, the price of wheat sold by the 
Royal Commission on Wheat Supplies is 








3s per qr less than London, and some of 
the large Liverpool millers are selling 
their bakers grade, which compares with 
export patent, at as low as 54s delivered. 
In Bristol, conditions are very similar, so 
London importers are really not as badly 
off as importers in other markets. 

It is said that it would be utterly im- 
possible to import wheat at the prices 
now quoted by the Royal Commission. 
The British millers get the advantage of 
grinding this cheap wheat, and with the 
aid of high-priced offals are able to quote 
cheap flour prices. On the other hand, 
American and Canadian mills have to 
base their quotations on current prices 
of the various markets in America and 
Canada. As long as these conditions con- 
tinue, there will be no change in the situ- 
ation. 

WAR FLOUR 


The persistent rumors that have been 
current on the market that the govern- 
ment was likely to introduce the use of 
an 80 per cent flour were justified, for 
this morning it was announced that it is 
about to issue an order forbidding the 
milling of pure white flour, and that im- 
ported flour will be subject to the same 
control. 

The question of the nation’s food and 
its cost was brought forward in Parlia- 
ment yesterday, and Mr. Runciman, the 
president of the Board of Trade, replied 
that the government was prepared to take 
instant and drastic action to reduce the 
consumption of certain commodities and 
to regulate the supply of others, with the 
object of bringing down prices and eas- 
ing the problem of transport. He further 
said that it was the government’s inten- 
tion to appoint a food controller, and that 
a bill would be placed before Parliament 
authorizing such an appointment as soon 
as possible. 

In the meantime the Board of Trade is 
going to take immediate action under the 
regulations issued under the defense of 
the realm acts, and one of the things that 
will be given attention in this connection 
will be the limiting of the percentage of 
the milling of flour. Mr. Runciman’s 
statement in regard to flour was as fol- 
lows: . 

“The government has decided that 70 
per cent of flour cannot now be permitted 
in this country. Pure white flour, from 
which has been abstracted, as some people 
think, some of its most valuable qualities, 
will not be milled in future. We shall 
retain in the flour a good deal of what I 
believe in some quarters is called offal 
and in others precious food. 

“I am authorized by the local govern- 
ment board to say that it will make regu- 
lations under the defense of the realm 
act requiring millers to produce only a 
straight bread flour, and to mill not less 
than some fixed percentage. 

“In this country we have to deal with a 
number of different kinds of wheat, the 
flour content of which varies to a consid- 
erable extent. It will therefore be neces- 
sary to have a scale of percentages. The 
general average percentage which it is 
proposed at once to fix will raise the yield 
of flour about 8, per cent. 

“In order to prevent unfair competition 
with our own millers, steps will be taken 
to control imported flour. Then we wish 
to have power to deal with the mode of 
sale and distribution of the article. If it 
becomes necessary for us to embark on 
food tickets, obviously we must have the 
power given to us to do it without long 
and protracted discussion. Directly the 
need becomes apparent, power ought to 
be given to us to act. Moreover, I need 
hardly say that to have this power in our 
hands is not without its influence on the 
market.” 

In Parliament the proposals met with 
unanimous approval, but the importers 














are faced with a very serious situation and 
are conferring as to how to meet and 
overcome the difficulties with which they 
are confronted. 

* * 

William R. Farquhar, of the Riverside 
Milling Co., Glasgow, and formerly of 
Farquhar Bros,, Glasgow, was in Lon- 
don last week. 


LIVERPOOL, NOV. 14 

The foreign flour market is a 
quiet, in consequence of the general dis- 
inclination to operate one way or the 
other in the imported article. American 
patents are still obtainable from about 
60s per 280 lbs on spot or to arrive, which 
is considerably less than cost of replacing 
for shipment. Holders, therefore, are 
more inclined to greater firmness than to 
make concessions in order to effect sales. 

Home millers have made no change in 
their limits, which remain officially on the 
basis of 55@56s per 280 lbs for bakers 
grade, and buyers, recognizing that this 
is undoubtedly the better value, have no 
use for foreign flour at present cost. 

‘American and Canadian millers are very 
firm, and occasionally dearer. Minnesota 
patents are offered from 63s c.i.f., soft 
winters from 60s, and Kansans from 62s, 
all unchanged on the week, but Canadian 
springs are ls higher at 6ls c.i.f. 

Low-grade flours are still in fair re- 
quest on spot and to arrive, and second 
bakers have brought up to 48s 6d per 280 
Ibs ex-quay, which is 1s advance on the 
week, For shipment, America asks 42s 6d 
c.i.f., an advance of about 1s, but above 
buyers’ views, 

For Australian flours for shipment 56s 
c.i.f. is now asked, an advance of 6d, but 
buyers are shy. 

Shipments from all Atlantic ports, in- 
cluding Canada, to Liverpool last week 
amounted to 15,000 sacks, and to the 
United Kingdom 53,000, against 167,000 
the same week last vear. 

FROM THE TRADE 

Fennell, Spence & Co., Liverpool: Flour 
very firm for foreign, the only business 
doing being by resellers, as first-hand 
offers are entirely out of line. Spring 
patents are 62@65s, according to quality; 
winter patents, 59s 6d@6l1s. A fair busi- 
ness is doing in low-grades, based on 40s 
cif. for ordinary Minneapolis second 
clear. Mills’ prices now are 41s@4ls 6d. 

Linseed cakes are firm, but the advance 
in freights has stopped all fresh business, 
the lowest offer for December-January 
being £15 c.i.f. Liverpool. Resellers are 
still taking £14 2s 6d@£14 5s for these 
positions; they also have sold at £14 10s, 
war risk paid, which is the equivalent of 
£14 6s 9d cif. Cottonseed meal firm; © 
£14 5s has been paid for 36 per cent - 
afloat. 


SCOTTISH MARKETS, NOV. 13 

On the Scottish grain markets during 
the past week a strong tone has ruled, and 
prices developed a uniformly upward 
tendency. Still a. good volume of busi- 
ness, comparatively, has gone through, 
particularly in flour, while operations in 
wheat have been hampered by the uncer- 
tainty that surrounds the ultimate action 
of the British government. 

Good sales have been made on the Glas- 
gow market in recent days of American 


‘soft winters at around 59s 6d@60s, but 


a vigorous competitive element has been 
in evidence in Australian flours, which 
have been offered and readily picked up 
at 58s. First grades of Kansas have been 
dealt in at 60s and secondary grades at 
58s, while Canadian 90 per cents have 
been steady at 57s 6d. The latter have 
met with little sale, not being regarded as 
such good value as the Australian flours 
on offer. 

Manitoba flours are quoted at 59s on the 
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spot, with some mills at 2s 6d@3s more 
for shipment, but buyers remain shy of 
operating on these terms. Home millers 
are naming 59s for their town-made Min- 
nesotas, and are booking fair orders. In 
short, business all round is fair, especially 
considering the restricted circumstances 
in force. 

Imports last week into the Clyde: wheat, 
15,018 qrs; flour, 23,780 sacks; maize, 
8,687 qrs,—almost wholly from the United 
States and Canada. 


EDINBURGH AND LEITH MARKETS 


Conditions in the Edinburgh and Leith 
markets have been somewhat similar to 
those prevalent in Glasgow. If anything, 
business has been lighter but values have 
generally hardened. Home-milled flour 
is offered at 60@63s per 280 lbs. The 
Midlothian Millers’ Association names 
65s per 280 lbs as the price of the best 
oatmeal. 

A report presented to the Leith dock 
commissioners shows that there are now 
77,345 qrs of grain in store, compared 
with 54,000 a year ago, but while the 
quantity has increased by 23,345 qrs, the 
value has gone up by £154,848. 





IRISH MARKETS, NOV. 13 


There is very little change in the flour 

trade, compared with a week ago. The 
United States and Canada are — 
prices which are impossible in the Iris 
market at present. It is doubtful, how- 
ever, if they made concessions, whether 
importers would take the risk of bring- 
ing on flour at anywhere near present 
quotations, owing to the uncertainty of 
the future and the difficulty of judging 
what effect the handling of wheat by the 
government is going to have on future 
prices. 
' There is no getting over the fact that, 
if wheat purchased by the government 
begins to arrive freely, it is.in a position 
to reduce the price and bring down the 
market, especially if reports are true 
that it has bought sufficient of the raw 
material to satisfy the trade for some 
months to come. This would force any 
other country, wanting to sell wheat or 
flour, down to whatever level the govern- 
ment liked to fix, and importers are not 
going to take these risks. 

Of Minneapolis flours there is very 
little offering on spot, but for a few of 
the best in store 63s is now wanted. The 
net c.i.f. price is fully 63s, either port. 

If anything, Kansas export patent 
grades are a shade easier on the week, 
but a price of 60s net, c.i.f., for common 
export patent grades is of no avail in 
trying to bring about business in this 
market. On spot 61s ex-quay either port 
is nominally the price, but the quantity 
offering is very limited, although there 
are one or two lots about due. 

For Manitoba flours last week’s prices 
have been repeated for some of the best 
export patent grades at 60s net, c.i.f. Bel- 
fast, and 61s Dublin. There is no incli- 
nation, however, to take hold of these 
flours at the price. On spot, for one of 
the recognized brands, 62s is easily ob- 
tainable, and concessions of anything be- 
low that would easily bring about busi- 
ness. 

There are no American soft winters 
offering at present from the other side, 
61s being the nominal price ex-quay 
Belfast for small spot lots. 

Mill offals are very firm at last week’s 
quotations, with a tendency to dearer 
prices again. Large white bran is quoted 
at £12 per ton, ordinary good white 
bran at £11, small red at £9 10s, and 
medium red at £10 10s. Pollards, if any- 
thing, show a tendency to quiet down, 
and are not as buoyant as a week ago, 
last week’s prices of £12 5s@£12 10s 
being repeated, but less money would 
have to be taken to induce business. 
American maize cones are scarce on spot, 
and are offering at £16 10s for shipment, 
the same price being quoted for prompt 
delivery. 





Pending Trade-Marks 


The following trade-marks have been 
passed for publication by the United States 
Patent Office: 

“Jersey Cream” and picture of a cow; 
No. 98,469. Owner, R. U. Kevil & Sons, 
Mayfield, Ky. Used on wheat flour. 

“Doliflower’; No. 98,484. Owner, Clare 
Carle Replogle, Shenandoah, Iowa. Used on 
wheat flour, graham flour, and pancake flour. 

“Big”; No. 98,596. Owner, John P. Kee- 
ton, Atlanta, Ga. Used on cottonseed meal. 
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CARLOAD FLOUR BUYERS 


News and Gossip About Jobbers in Flour, 
Feed and Grain in West Virginia, Ken- 
tucky, Ohio and Pennsylvania 





WEST VIRGINIA 


The 75-bbl Farmers’ roller mills, Spen- 
cer, buy about 250 cars annually of feeds, 
milling wheat, corn and oats. 

The 125-bbl St. Dennis Mills, Ravens- 
wood, buy about 75 cars annually of 
feeds, corn and oats. They also manu- 
facture chicken feed. 

The Hundred (W. Va.) Milling Co. 
buys flour in car lots from the Russell- 
Miller Milling Co. and the Washburn- 
Crosby Co. 

The Boaz (W. Va.) Milling Co., oper- 
ating a 40-bbl flour mill, uses about seven 
cars of flour and feed annually. It han- 
dles Shane Bros. & Wilson Co. flour. 

Watson Bros., Cameron, with a flour 
mill at Rosby Rock, W. Va., are carload 
buyers of flour and feed, and handle the 
flour of the Shane Bros. & Wilson Co. 

The Kenova (W. Va.) Trading Co. 
buys flour and feed in mixed cars, han- 
dling about 40 annually, from the Allen 
& Wheeler Co. and the Ansted & Burk 
Co. 

The Point Pleasant (W. Va.) Grocery 
Co., wholesale, buys a few cars of feed 
and grain each year. It operates the 125- 
bbl flour mill known as the Equity Roller 
Mills, which supplies its flour demand. 

C. H. Holswade, Spencer, wholesale 
and retail flour and feed, is a mixed-car 
buyer. His business approximates $50- 
000 annually. He buys from the North- 
western Mill & Elevator Co. and others. 

The Fairmont (W. Va.) Grain & Mill- 
ing Co. has been incorporated, with $60,- 
000 capital stock; by A. M. Rowe, J. F. 
Hare, G. H. Jackson, J. J. Mulvehill and 
A. J. Colborn, to do a general flour and 
feed business. 

The Spencer (W. Va.) Grocery Co., 
wholesale, handles about 40 cars annually 
from the Allen & Wheeler Co., the North- 
western Mill & Elevator Co., the Harter 
Milling Co., the Washburn-Crosby Co., 
the Northwestern Consolidated Milling 
Co., and the Larabee Flour Mills Corpo- 
ration. 

The Lambert Milling Co., Kenova, with 
a feed mill on the Chesapeake & Ohio 
Railroad, is a mixed-car buyer of flour 


and feed, and occasionally buys straight: 


cars of flour from the Mansfield (Ohio) 
Milling Co. and the Northwestern Mill & 
Elevator Co. The company handles about 
50 cars yearly. 

The Ravenswood (W. Va.) Grocery 
Co., wholesale, buys flour and feed in 
carloads, and requires about 50 of flour 
and 20 of feed annually. It represents 
the Ansted & Burk Co., the Harter Mill- 
ing Co., the Allen & Wheeler Co., the 
Larabee Flour Mills Corporation, the 
Northwestern Consolidated Milling Co., 
and the Washburn-Crosby Co. 

The Reedy (W. Va.) Mill Co., feed 
mill; M. T. Ogden, flour mill, Newton; 
South Side (W. Va.) Milling Co., flour 
mill; Leon (W. Va.) Milling Co., feed 
mill; New Haven (W. Va.) Milling Co., 
flour mill; Stevens Bros., flour mill, Leon; 
G. W. Roberts, general store, and W. D. 
Windland, flour mill, Elizabeth,—are 
mixed-car buyers. 

The Acme Milling Co., Williamstown, 
has been incorporated, with $10,000 capi- 
tal stock, to do a flour and feed jobbing 
business, by J. O. and E. S. Fisher, S. E. 
and L. W. Hare. It has a feed mill on 
the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, and plans 
on building a 50-bbl flour mill in the 
spring. Mixed-car buyer of flour and 
feed, handling about 25 annually. 

The Tri-State Wholesale Grocery Co., 
Kenova, has plans for a two-story brick 
and concrete storage building, 85x110, 
two stories and basement. A one-story 
brick warehouse, 128x50, has been erected 
for storage of flour and feed, which will 
be made a specialty. It handles about 
45 cars annually from the Ballard & 
Ballard Co. and the Larabee Flour Mills 
Corporation. 

The Enterprise Grocery Co., Point 
Pleasant, uses about 50 cars flour and 
feed annually. It handles the flour of 
the Allen & Wheeler Co., the Harter 
Milling Co., and the Larabee Flour Mills 
Corporation. I. S. Bartlett, manager, 
predicts flour will sell at $12 bbl before 
the next crop, and says the trade is buy- 
ing from hand to mouth. While not con- 


tracted far ahead, the company has suffi- 
cient to last until spring. 

The Grantsville (W. Va.) Mill Co., 
flour mill; Sycamore (W. Va.) Mill Co., 
flour mill; Theodore Suck, flour mill, Sil- 
verton; J. K. Hood, flour mill, and H. G. 
Starcher, feed dealer, Ripley; Sandy- 
ville (W. Va.) Mill Co., flour mill; L. H. 
Schwartz, flour mill, Millwood; Angerona 
(W. Va.) Milling Co., flour mill, and G. 
W. Pringle, flour mill, Cottageville,—are 
mixed-car buyers. 


HUNTINGTON 


The Twentieth Street feed store, 2019 
Third Avenue, buys about 12 mixed cars 
annually. 

W. W. Payne, 722 West Fourteenth 
Street, makes a specialty of feed, and 
buys principally mixed cars from the 
Standard Cereal Co., handling about 100 
annually. 

J. H. Christian & Co., brokers, 405 
First National Bank Building, in business 
about a year, represent the Star & Cres- 
cent Milling Co. and the Cannon Valley 
Milling Co. 

P. S. Mynes & Son, formerly of 
Charleston, have bought the Farmers’ 
Feed & Produce Co., 639 Third Avenue. 
They buy about 25 mixed cars annually 
from Ohio mills. 

The H. W. Aleshire Co., 506 First Na- 
tional Bank Building, has been estab- 
lished 14 years and does a general bro- 
kerage business, representing the Allen & 
Wheeler Co. and the Ballard & Ballard 
Co. It also does a large feed business. 

E. J. Kelley & Co., brokers, 613 First 
National Bank Building, do a large busi- 
ness in feed, and represent Ohio and St. 
Louis mills. They handle the flour of the 
Gwinn Milling Co; have been in business 
for six years. 

The Mossman Bros. Co., 816 Third Av- 
enue, manufactures chicken feeds, and 
has storage capacity for 25 cars of feed 
and 12 of grain. About 200 cars of 
feed and other mill products are handled 
annually. 

The West Virginia Feed & Produce 
Co., 1501 West Washington Avenue, has 
discontinued its flour business and is 
making a specialty of feed, handling 
about 50 cars per year, from the Ansted 
& Burk Co., the Acme-Evans Co., and 
others. 

The Saunders-Weider Co., Inc., 726 
Third Avenue, handles about 50 cars of 
flour and 300 of other mill products an- 
nually. It represents the Topeka Flour 
Mills Co., and Ohio mills on winter wheat 
flour, and buys chicken feeds, corn and 
oats in car lots. . 

The Mootz Feed Co., Second Avenue 
and Fourteenth Street, has installed a 
new corn mill. It manufactures chicken 
and other feeds, and buys flour and feed 
in car lots. The Northwestern Mill & 
Elevator Co. and others sell to it: Over 
500 cars are used in the year. 

The Chaffee Grocery Co., 752 Third 
Avenue, in the wholesale grocery business 
for two years on the cash plan, says its 
customers like the method. It handles 
the flour of the Thomas Page Milling Co., 
and reports sales of 15 cars the first 
year. 

Hagen, Ratcliff & Co., 1018 Third Av- 
enue, use about 12,000 bbls flour annually, 
and handle the products of the Wash- 
burn-Crosby Co., the Kaw Milling Co., 
and the Gwinn Milling Co. H. B. Ha- 
gen, president, is of the opinion that 
present prices are too high for the amount 
of wheat in this country. 

Due to the extensive raising of hogs in 
this section of West Virginia, feed deal- 
ers are having a heavy demand for red 
dog and a good grade of middlings. The 
dairy trade is also showing a big increase. 
Dealers say they are not able to get feed 
fast enough to supply the demand; other- 
wise there would be more live stock 
raised. 

The West Virginia Grocery Co., Ninth 
Street and Second Avenue, has succeeded 
the West Virginia Brokerage Co. The 
new company has a capital stock of $150,- 
000. The officers are: Robert Beale, Cin- 
cinnati, president; F. M. McCotter, 
Philadelphia, secretary and treasurer; P. 
C. Jacks, Chicago, vice-president and 
manager. It will make flour and feed a 
specialty, and has the account of the Red 
Wing Milling Co. Mr. Jacks was for- 
merly in the general brokerage business 
in Chicago. 

The Clouston & Chambers Co., Inc., 
1022 Second Avenue, is the oldest bro- 
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kerage concern in Huntington, being 
established about 20 years. The Tri-State 
Brokerage Co. has been consolidated with 
this company, and the capital stock is 
now $20,000, with J. D. Neville president, 
treasurer and manager, and W. J. Mayer 
secretary and vice-president. Mr. Maver 
was formerly at the head of the Tri-State 
Brokerage Co. They represent the Pru- 
dential Milling Co., the Acme-Evans (o,, 
and other Ohio mills. 

Five brokers, five wholesale grocers, 
two flour mills, eight flour and feed 
dealers and one purchasing agency for 
seven coal companies constitute the car- 
load buyers of flour and feed at Hunt- 
ington, which is known as one of the 
strongest Kansas flour towns in the state. 
A prominent jobber stated that, when 
his house started the first Kansas flour in 
this territory five years ago, the other 
jobbers said they would never make it yo, 
but today every jobber in Huntington is 
pushing Kansas flour and finds it to he 
his best seller. 

Sheon, Stevenson & Co., wholesale gro- 
cers, Seventh Avenue and Eleveith 
Street, handle the flour of the Ismert- 
Hincke Milling Co., using about 15,000 
bbls annually. John B. Stevenson, presi- 
dent of the company, commenting on 


. flour prices, said: “I think flour is cheap 


enough, considering the wheat supply we 
have to draw from. Our flour trade is 
good; the chief difficulty is to get it fast 
enough. Our local mills are selling their 
flour at 50c@$1 bbl under the price of 
outside mills, but still our business con- 
tinues to grow.” 

R. J. Foley, formerly of Baltimore, 
and for 14 years purchasing agent of coal 
companies, has been appointed to act in 
the same capacity for the Don Coal (o., 
Sharlow Coal Co., Sekay Coal Co., Madne 
Coal Co., Bengal Coal Co., and the Fed- 
eral Zinc & Lead Co. They operate seven 
general stores in the coalfields of West 
Virginia. Mr. Foley has established offices 
at room 809, First National Bank Build- 
ing, and all flour and feed will be bought 
through this office. Mr. Foley said that 
the buying will be consolidated by han- 
dling only a few brands of flour, to be 
bought in larger quantities. 

Gwinn Bros. & Co., Second Avenue and 
Tenth Street, have increased the capacity 
of their flour mill to 600 bbls, and 
equipped it for grinding both spring and 
winter wheat. A _ three-story concrete 
and steel addition, 42x70, has been erected 
for storage; also a concrete elevator of 
80,000 bus. ‘The corn mill has been re- 
modeled and the capacity increased to 
100 bus per hour. A drying outfit is 
among the improvements. ‘The offices 
have Seen remodeled and enlarged. ‘The 
machinery equipment was furnished by 
the Allis-Chalmers Mfg. Co. The im- 
provements cost about $100,000. 

J. M. McCoach & Co., Seventh Avenue 
and Thirteenth Street, annually handle 
25 cars of dairy feed, 15 of chicken feeds, 
and about 300 cars of other mill products. 
Carload buyers, they handle the flours of 
the Southwestern Milling Co., the North- 
western Consolidated Milling Co., and the 
Lawrenceburg (Ind.) Roller Mills Co. 
J. M. McCoach, president, commenting on 
flour and feed, said: “I am _ looking 
for a break in the markets around or be- 
fore January, and believe then will be a 

time to buy to cover needs for 60 
to 90 days. Beyond that period, I don't 
think buyers should cover requirements.” 

The Huntington Wholesale Grocery Co., 
Second Avenue and Eleventh Street, re- 
ports sales at around 20,000 bbls annu- 
ally. It represents the Kansas Milling 
Co., and was the first jobber to introduce 
Kansas flour into this territory. A. H. 
Adams, flour buyer, said: “We are only 
buying flour as needed, and have very 
little booked ahead. In my opinion the 
last 30@40c advance was pure specula- 
tion. However, I am looking for lower 
prices around the holidays, and then a 
rapid advance. Buyers should cover their 
requirements, on a break, for at least 60 
days. The market may take a tumble 
any day, and leave a lot of high-priced 
flour on the buyers’ hands.” 

The. Keister Milling Co. Fifteenth 
Street and Second Avenue, has taken 
over the property of the old Huntington 
Milling Co., remodeled the mill and in- 
creased the capacity to 150 bbls. In ad- 
dition to installing new machinery, it 
erected an iron-clad elevator of 35,00 
bus capacity, a warehouse with 7,000 
square feet of floor space, and a brick 
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office, 16x40. A corn meal plant and feed 
mill are operated in connection with the 
flour mill. The company manufactures 
chicken feeds, and buys milling wheat, 
corn, oats and millfeed in carloads. The 
company has a capital stock of $50,000. 
W. D. Keister is president, I. J. Harsh- 
barger vice-president, and O. L. Gilmore 
secretary and treasurer. Messrs. Keister 
and Gilmore were connected with Gwinn 
Bros. & Co. Inc., Huntington, for 13 
years, and Mr. Harshbarger is interested 
in the Harshbarger Milling Co., at Milton, 
W. Va. and Jackson. O. E. A. Slight- 
man, head miller, was with mills in Kan- 
sas for 15 years. 
PARKERSBURG 

‘The Seventh Street Feed & Supply Co., 
608 Seventh Street, retail feed, is a 
mixed-car buyer, using about 40 cars an- 
nually. 

the Star Grocery Co., Second and 
Julian streets, wholesale, represents the 
Ismert-Hincke Milling Co., and features 
private brands. It uses around 50 cars 
flour per year. 

‘The Farmers’ & Dairymen’s Feed Co., 
hk. D. 8, buys about 20 mixed cars annu- 
ally from the Northwestern Mill & Ele- 
vator Co. and the Harter Milling Co. It 
has a feed mill, and makes chicken feeds. 

The Shattuck & Jackson Co., 321 Ann 
Street, wholesale grocery, handles about 
10,000 bbls flour a year from the Maney 
Milling Co. and the Northwestern Con- 
solidated Milling Co; also feed from the 
Purina Mills, St. Louis. 

The Martin-Nelly Grocery Co., Green 
Street, wholesale, uses about 12,000 bbls 
flour annually, from the Russell-Miller 
Milling Co. the Stanard-Tilton Milling 
Co., and the Northwestern Mill & Eleva- 
tor Co. 

The Dana Co., 102 Third Street, whole- 
sale grocery, handles about 50 cars flour 
and 50 cars feed, corn and oats annually, 
representing the Listman Mill Co. and 
the Ansted & Burk Co. Private brands 
from Ohio mills are featured. , 

The Peerless Milling Co., Third and 
Avery streets, has increased the capacity 
of its flour mill to 350 bbls and equipped 
it with Nordyke & Marmon machinery 
for the grinding of spring and winter 
wheat. It manufactures chicken feeds 
and buys 75 cars monthly of feeds, mill- 
ing wheat, corn and oats. 

The Union Merchandise Co., First and 
Ann streets, wholesale grocery, is housed 
in a modern four-story brick and con- 
crete building, with 41,500 feet of floor 
space. It handles flour and feed from 
the Pillsbury Flour Mills Co. and the 
Kansas Milling Co., buying in straight 
cars. The company is a partnership, and 
is composed of W. H. Smith, O. V. Neal, 
E. W. Swan, C. W. Edelen and W. H. 
Carfer. F. L. Evans is manager. 


OHIO 

The Krumm Milling Co., Columbus, 
has increased its capacity to 350 bbls, and 
will grind both spring and winter wheat. 

kK. S. White, a former miller at Athens, 
is building a 25-bbl three-story frame 
flour mill, 30x40, near the town on R. D. 
8, to be operated by water power. 

Che Empire mill, formerly owned by 
the Empire Milling Co., Wooster, has 
been bought by Isaac Bixler & Son, of 
Homeworth, Ohio, who will increase the 
capacity. 

MARIETTA 

Brickwede & Co., Fort and Putnam 
streets, retail feed dealers, get their 
supplies from local jobbers. 

C. E. Pape, 221 Green Street, feed 

dealer, buys about 25 mixed cars annual- 
ly. He gets most of his flour through 
local jobbers, " 
_ the Thorniley Bros. Co., 217 North 
Uhird Street, handles the flour of the 
Valier & Spies Milling Co. in mixed and 
straight cars, using about 60 yearly. 

W. Thorniley & Co., 215 Second Street, 
buy about 30 cars annually of flour and 
teed from Willis Norton & Co., the Star 
& Crescent Milling Co., and Ohio mills. 

August Weber, 301 Scammel Street, 
buys mixed cars of flour and feed from 
the Hubbard Milling Co. and Albert 
Dickinson & Co. He also handles flour 
supplied by local jobbers, using about six 
cars annually. 

_ The C. L. Bailey Grocery Co., 137 
Second Street, uses about 60 cars of flour 
annually, of which 36 come from an Ohio 
mill, It represents the Bay State Milling 
Co., the Kansas Milling Co., the Big Dia- 
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mond Mills Co., and the Washburn-Cros- 
by Co. : 

The American Hay & Grain Co., 500 
German Bank Building, a large jobbing 
concern, handles over 1,000 cars annually. 
It jobs the flour of the Star & Crescent 
Milling Co., and specializes in milling 
wheat and other grains, doing an exten- 
sive business in West Virginia. 

Casper Hopp, 105 Third Street, whole- 
sale and retail flour and feed, handles 
about 22 cars of dairy feed, 125 of mill- 
feed and 6 of flour annually. He buys in 
straight and mixed cars from the North- 
western Mill & Elevator Co. and other 
Ohio mills, and the Star & Crescent Mill- 
ing Co. 

The Phoenix Mill Co., occupying a 
five-story brick building, jobs about 400 
cars flour annually. It represents the 
Eagle Roller Mill Co., the Blake Milling 
Co., the Northwestern Mill & Elevator 
Co., the Standard Cereal Co., and the 
Harter Milling Co. It also buys chicken 
feed, corn and oats in carloads. 

J. A. Davis, flour buyer of the C. L. 
Bailey Grocery Co., commenting on flour, 
said: “We are not booked ahead, and are 
buying flour on the breaks. I am looking 
for higher prices, and believe this course 
the only safe one. When at times flour is 
around $5 bbl I think it is a good buy, 
and jobbers should then book instead of 
looking for lower prices.” 


KENTUCKY 
The grist mill of Robert Rogers, at 


Crofton, was recently burned. No in- 
surance. 
W. H. Fischer, general merchant, 


Flemingsburg, is a car buyer of flour 
from the Ansted & Burk Co. 

The Farmers’ & Merchants’ Milling Co., 
operating a flour mill at Brooksville, and 
P. T. Flanery, general merchant, same 
place, are mixed-car buyers. 

A. Colvin, Augusta, wholesale general 
merchant, buys about 35 cars flour annu- 
ally from the Ansted & Burk Co, and the 
Pitlsbury ‘Flour Mills Co. 

The Augusta (Ky.) Milling Co. buys 
about 25 cars feed, milling wheat, corn 
and oats, annually, in addition to local 


supply. 

diner & Stricklett, flour mill, G. W. 
Stamper & Sons, general merchants, and 
J. W. Webb & Son, feed dealers, Vance- 
burg; Herbert Evans, feed mill, Flem- 
ingsburg, and the Flemingsburg (Ky.) 
Flour Mills, are mixed-car buyers. 

W. H. Harlan, of Harlan & Lowe, 
millers at Bardwell, has bought the in- 
terest of W. R. ‘lurk, the last remaining 
partner in the firm. 

The Latonia (Ky.) Hay & Grain Co., 
3200 De Coursey Avenue, wholesale and 
retail feed, handles flour in mixed cars, 
and is a car buyer of corn, oats, millfeed 
and dairy feeds. 

The Kenton Hay & Grain Co., Carolina 
Avenue and the Louisville & Nashville 
Railroad, Latonia, buys millfeed, corn, 
oats, dairy and chicken feeds in cars, but 
handles no flour. 

At Greenup, the Greenup (Ky.) Mill- 
ing Co., Womack Bros. and Gilley Bros. 
& Co., general merchants; J. E. Lynd, 
wholesale grocer, and J. W. Ramey, gen- 
eral merchant, are mixed-car buyers. 

The Germantown (Ky.) Milling Co., 
W. W. Robb & Co., feed dealers, Helena; 
Mann & Taylor, Concord, R. E. Burns, 
Ewing, Newton Johnson, Grange City, and 


Goodspater & Scott, Sherburne, flour 
millers, buy in mixed cars. 
NEWPORT 

Otto Depenbrock, 915 Monmouth 


Street, retail grocer, is a car buyer of 
flour. 

The other flour and feed dealers in 
Newport, Bellevue and Dayton buy sup- 
plies in local lots from Cincinnati dealers 
or from jobbers in Covington or Newport. 

George Keller, 725 Monmouth Street, 
operating a retail flour and feed store, 
with an elevator at Tenth and Lowell, is 
a car buyer of millfeed, corn, oats and 
— feed. He handles flour in small 
ots. 

The Dorsel Co., Eleventh and Mon- 
mouth streets, operating a 225-bbl flour 
mill, buys about 20,000 bbls annually of 
hard wheat flour for blending. ‘For the 
last two months the company has run its 
mill day and night. It is a car buyer of 
chicken feed, handles self-rising flour 
made by other mills, and is a wholesale 
grain dealer, buying corn and oats in 
cars. Fred Dorsel, secretary and treas- 


urer, commenting on wheat, predicted it 
would reach $2.25 before the next crop. 
He believes there will be a considerable 
falling off in the consumption of flour, 
on account of bakers reducing the size of 
loaves. 

COVINGTON 

The Early & Daniels Co., and the Cin- 
cinnati Grain Co., with headquarters in 
Cincinnati, have branch houses in Cov- 
ington. 

G. W. Hill & Co. 29 Pike Street, 
wholesale and retail grocers, are car buy- 
ers, handling the flour of the Kansas 
Milling Co. and private brands. 

Goode & Dunkie, 19 Pike Street, whole- 
sale and retail grocers, buy flour in car 
lots from Kansas mills and the Gwinn 
Milling Co. 

Ruef Bros., 1320 Madison Avenue, buy 
flour, feed, corn and oats in cars. They 
handle the flour of the Duluth-Imperial 
Milling Co., and private brands, and 
manufacture poultry feeds. 

The Van Leuen Co., Twenty-fourth 
Street and the Louisville & Nashville 
Railroad, wholesale feed, buys feed, corn 
and oats in cars, and manufactures poul- 
try feeds. 

H. Schmidt Sons, Banklick and Pike 
streets, wholesale grocers, are car buyers, 
handling the flours of thé Gwinn Milling 
Co., the Washburn-Crosby Co., and 
the Wabasha (Minn.) Roller Mill Co. 

H. W. Schleutker & Co. 159 Pike 
Street, wholesale grocers, handle four 
cars flour monthly from the Lawrence- 
burg (Ind.) Roller Mills Co., the Wash- 
burn-Crosby Co., the Pillsbury Flour 
Mills Co., the Pfeffer Milling Co., and 
private brands. They also buy chicken 
feed in car lots. 

J. H. Fedders & Sons, 420 Pike Street, 
with a warehouse at Sixteenth and Rus- 
sell, wholesale dealers, make a specialty 
of dairy feeds in car lots. They are also 
car-lot buyers of flour, millfeed, corn, 
oats and chicken feeds. During October 
they unloaded 43 cars and bought seven 
from Cincinnati jobbers. 

The 200-bbl flour mill of Nordmeyer & 
Berding, which has been closed, is again 
in operation. .A. Nordmeyer, who has 
been jobbing flour at 17 Greenwood 
Building, Cincinnati, has discontinued 
and moved to the mill. In addition to 
their own flour, they will represent the 
Barber Milling Co., and make a specialty 
of low-grades. 

MAYSVILLE 

Omar Dodson, 7 East Second: Street, 
wholesale grocer, buys about 25 cars flour 
annually from Ohio mills. 

Gable Bros., 240 West Second Street, 
use 15 cars annually from the Allen & 
Wheeler Co. and other Ohio mills, buying 
in mixed cars. 

R. M. Harrison & Son, 217 Commerce 
Street, retail flour and feed, handle 25 
cars annually from the Allen & Wheeler 
Co. They buy feed in solid cars and flour 
in mixed cars. 

The Magnolia flour mills are operated 
ed the estate of R. M. Carr, Sr. ‘The 150- 
bbl mill will be kept turning out self- 
rising flour, chicken feed, etc. Corn, oats 
and other feeds are bought in car lots. 

The M. C. Russell Co., 232 Market 
Street, wholesale grocery, buys flour and 
chicken feed in carloads, receiving about 
60 annually from the Gwinn Milling Co. 
and the Washburn-Crosby Co. 

J. C. Everett & Co., 20 East Second 
Street, are the largest grain dealers be- 
tween Cincinnati and Huntington, W. 
Va., along the Ohio River. Their busi- 
ness is wholesale and retail, and they 
occupy three large brick buildings. Car- 
load buyers of flour, feed, grain, seeds 
and chicken feeds, they handle winter 
wheat flour from the Ansted & Burk Co. 
and the Lawrenceburg (Ind.) Roller 
Mills Co., cereals from the Purina Mills, 
and feed from Albert Dickinson & Co. 
They consume and ship over 600 cars 
annually, 

ASHLAND 


J. S. Stevens & Co. 312 Thirteenth 


Street, buy about 30 cars feed annually 
from the B. A. Eckhart Milling Co. J.S. 
Stevens, now in his. eighty-second year, 
operated a mill in Chicago in 1857. 

The Ashland (Ky.) Milling Co., Ninth 
and rome streets, is operating its 150- 
bbl flour mill with electric power, making 
chicken feed. It buys millfeed, corn, 
oats and wheat in car lots, using about 
200 annually. 

Bush & Bush, 308 Greenup Street, 
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flour and feed, have erected a brick build- 
ing, 50x142, to house their business, which 
amounts to about 300 cars annually. They 
buy from the Gwinn Milling Co., the 
Northwestern Mill & Elevator Co., and 
other Ohio mills. 

The Ohio Valley Mill & Supply Co., 
217 Greenup Street, wholesale and retail 
flour and feed, uses 400 cars annually. 
In addition, it manufactures chicken 
feeds, and is a large handler of corn and 
oats. It handles the flour of the Acme- 
Evans Co, and the Ansted & Burk Co. 

The Consolidated Grocery Co., Thir- 
teenth and Greenup streets, a car buyer 
of flour, is not handling any on the pres- 
ent crop, but expects to get into the busi- 
ness next year. It has recently com- 
pleted a modern two-story brick building, 
50x142, 

D. A. Leffingwell & Co., 110 Broadway, 
wholesale grocers, buy about 75 cars flour 
and feed annually. They deal with Ohio 
mills, and have. represented the Harter 
Milling Co. for many years, They also 
operate the Big Sandy Grocery .Co., Cat- 
lettsburg, Sandy Valley Grocery Co., 
Paintsville, and the Louisa (Ky.) Grocery 
Co.—all wholesale. 

The R. C. Poage Milling Co., Sixth and 
Front streets, operating a 125-bbl flour 
mill, has erected a one-story frame addi- 
tion 80x25, for storage. The 250-bbl flour 
mill of the Patton Milling Co., at Cat- 
lettsburg, has been absorbed by this com- 
pany, which will continue to operate it. 
In addition to its own products, it buys 
about 200 cars annually of feed, corn, 
oats and wheat. 

Kitchen, Whitt & Co., Thirteenth and 
Winchester streets, wholesale grocers, use 
about 50 cars of flour annually from the 
Lawrenceburg (Ind.) Roller Mills Co. 
and local mills. I’. R. Henderson, man- 
ager, said: “Our trade is very good, and 
collections the best I have experienced in 
2t years with the firm. Flour is the only 
mill product we handle in car lots. We 
are booked ahead for 60 days on flour, 
and are looking for the market to hold 
until the next crop. I hardly believe 
there will be a change of 10c either way 
in prices. Wheat may break, but it will 
rally afterwards, and the price of flour 
will remain around $10 bbl.” 


CATLETTSBURG 


The Hampton Grocery Co., wholesale 
grocery, buys about 30 cars annually of 
Ohio flour. 

The Big Sandy Grocery Co. 2611 
Louisa Street, wholesale and retail, buys 
flour and feed in carloads. 

The Catlettsburg (Ky.) Feed & Prod- 
uce Co., a mixed-car buyer, has discon- 
tinued, but expects to resume on the next 
crop. 


PENNSYLVANIA 

J. T. Billett, Mackeyville, has com- 
pleted a concrete dam at his flour mill. 

O. E. Crouch, a pioneer miller of Erie, 
died at his home in Buffalo, of apoplexy, 
aged 81. 

E. M. Kaegel, formerly with the Mill- 
heim (Pa.) Milling Co., is in charge of 
the Flory Milling Co., Bangor. 

A. H. Knauff, operating the Harmony 
(Pa.) Flour Mills for 10 years, has sold 
to his sons, Edward and Frank, who have 
been associated with him. 

An addition is being built to the Bird 
In Hand (Pa.) Flour Mills, to be used 
for grain storage and by packers of the 
feed mill. 

Jacob Hetzel, for 12 years head of the 
Sharon (Pa.) Feed & Milling Co., has 
sold his interest to George and James 
Boyd, and gone to Elizabeth, IIL, where 
he will engage in milling. 

Millers in Lancaster County find a 
ready sale for musty wheat for chicken 
feed at $1.85@2.10 per 100 lbs. Dealers 
are looking for higher prices for all 
poultry feeds next spring and summer. 

Buckwheat yields this year in New 
York and Pennsylvania were but 12 and 
14 bus per acre, against 19 and 21 in 
1915, and averages of 20.6 and 20.1, in 
those states, respectively. This condition 
was due primarily to the exceptionally 
hot, dry weather at the time of blossom- 
ing and filling, although in the Allegheny 
region the reverse condition of bad storms 
at blossoming proved injurious. Early 
frost caught some of the later buckwheat. 
The quality of grain is poor, being 85.3, 
about 5 points below last year and the 
average. 

J. Harry Wootrrice. 
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Special Notices 


The rate for advertisements in this de- 
partment is 20 cents per line (seven words 
to the line); minimum charge, $1. 

For the benefit of those out of a position, 
advertisements of Situations Wanted will be 
accepted at one-half the above rate, 10 cents 
per line (seven words to the line); minimum 
charge, 50 cents. 

“Display” advertisements will not be in- 
serted at the line rate, but will be charged 
for at the rate of $3 per column inch. 

Only advertisements entitled to Special 
Notice classification will be accepted for 
publication herein. 

Advertisements under this heading are 
transient and the advertisers’ responsibility 
is not necessarily vouched for by The North- 
western Miller. 

Copy for advertisements in this depart- 
ment must reach us by Saturday to appear 
in the issue of the following Wednesday. 

Cash should accompany all orders. 











HELP WANTED 








COMPETENT EXPERIENCED FEED MAN 
wanted for position as sales-manager. Ad- 
dress, with full information, Tioga Mill & 
Elevator Co., Waverly, N. Y. 


WANTED—MILLER-MANAGER FOR 125- 
bbl mill; $200 needed to buy present mill- 
er’s share; mill doing good business. Ad- 
dress 396, care Northwestern Miller, Min- 
neapolis. 


SALESMEN WANTED FOR EASTERN 
and western Pennsylvania, also New Jer- 
sey; men residing in the center of their 
territory preferred; good opening for high 
gtade men; address, giving references. 
Address 403, care Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis. 


BROKER IN NEW ENGLAND WANTED 
by an aggressive, successful spring wheat 
mill to sell 50,000 to 75,000 bbis year; 
most loyal and effective support to right 
party; good and uniform flour. Give par- 
ticulars as to trade and references. Ad- 
dress 387, care Northwestern Miller, Min- 
neapolis. 


HIGH CLASS FLOUR SALESMEN WANT- 
ed—one for Wisconsin and Illinois, one 
for Indiana and Ohio, one for Pennsyl- 
vania, one for New York state, one for 
New England states, by large northwest- 
ern milling company, millers of fancy 
hard wheat flour; prefer men having ex- 
perience in above territory; excellent op- 
portunity for men who can deliver the 
goods. Address 386, care Northwestern 
Miller, Minneapolis. 




















SITUATIONS WANTED 








YOUNG MAN WITH FIVE’ YEARS’ EX- 
perience wishes position as second miller 
in mill, 100 to 600 bbis; energetic, ac- 
commodating and interested; references. 
Address 406, care Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis. 


AS SECOND MILLER IN MILL, 600 BBLS 
or over, where employment will be steady, 
by reliable miller with 18 years’ milling 
experience; can come at once; state sal- 
ary paid. Address 392, care Northwestern 
Miller, Minneapolis. 


WANTED—POSITION AS HEAD MILLER; 
wide experience wheats and systems; mar- 
ried and absolutely dependable; can get 
results; employer’s interest is my interest; 
references. Address 408, care Northwest- 
ern. Miller, Minneapolis. 


YOUNG MAN WOULD LIKE POSITION AS 
miller in flour mill up to 260 bbis; nine 
years’ experience as miller; hard wheat; 
guarantee best quality and yield; can fur- 
nish references. Address 371, care North- 
western Miller, Minneapolis. 


AS HEAD MILLER IN 100 TO 600-BBL 
mill by man with 18 years’ experience 
grinding hard and soft wheat; position 
must be steady; references furnished; 
state salary paid. Address 393, care 
Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 
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EXPERIENCED SALES-MANAGER AND 
advertising man, familiar with flour and 
cereal trade in United States and Canada, 
wants position. Address “Canadian,” care 
1001 Lumsden Building, Toronto, Ont, 


AS HEAD MILLER IN MILL, 150 TO 600 
bbls; married; age 34; wide experience, 
wheat and systems; can produce results; 
handy with tools; first-class references. 
Address 365, care Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis. 


EXPERT ACCOUNTANT DESIRES POSI- 
tion with live milling or grain concern 
where ability and established reputation 
are a requisite; experienced in buying and 
selling and have had the management of a 
line of elevators. Address 391, care 
Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis, 











WANTED—STEADY POSITION AS~ SEC- 
ond miller in 400-bbl mill or larger; 20 
years’ experience, hard and soft wheats, 
all systems; can produce results; good at 
repairing; married; can come at once; 
state particulars; references. Walter Bon- 
nard, 512 Maple, Coffeyville, Kansas. 


AS FLOUR SALESMAN — HAVE HAD 
technical course in chemistry, experi- 
mental milling and experimental baking; 
experience in commercial bakery; also 
sales experience; fully qualified; open for 
offers to take effect Jan. 1. Address 384, 
care Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 


IN SELLING OR AUDITING DEPART- 
ment of live mill; headquarters general 
office, but travel two-thirds of time if 
necessary; past seven years with large 
mill doing national business; 10 years pre- 
ceding. with wholesalers in like capacities. 
Address 402, care Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis. 


YOUNG MAN WITH BROAD KNOWLEDGE 
of milling and special facility in sales- 
management, office-management, advertis- 
ing and correspondence wants opening af- 
fording scope for initiative, energy and 
good judgment; excellent credentials. Ad- 
dress 264, care Northwestern Miller, Board 
of Trade Building, Kansas City, Mo. 


AS MANAGER OR ASSISTANT MANAGER; 
20 years’ experience in all branches from 
bookkeeper to general manager of 1,000- 
bbl mill; absolutely reliable; capable to 
take complete charge and show results; 
best references; willing to make modest 
investment in good proposition; at liberty 
after Jan. 1. Address 400, care Northwest- 
ern Miller, Minneapolis. 




















BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 








WANTED AT ONCE—MAN WITH MONEY 
to put in an up-to-date flour mill and 
electric light plant in the Rosebud coun- 
try. Write D. W. Forbes, Burke, Greg- 
ory Co., 8. D. 





75-BBL’ FLOUR, 30-BBL RYE, THREE TO 
four ton per hour feed mill. Want party 
who understands milling and managing 
mill to put in some money for operating; 
will give some stock to right party; three 
lines railroad. Address 383 A, care North- 
western Miller, Minneapolis. 








MILLS FOR SALE AND TO LEASE 





FOR SALE—ONE 18x42 GIRDER TYPE 
Allis Corliss engine of 200 h-p at 100 lbs 
pressure, with 14-ft fly-wheel, in first-class 
running condition; replaced with motors. 
Updike Milling Co., Omaha, Neb. 





December 13, 1916 








FOR SALE — ONE CROSS - COMPOUND 
condensing Corliss engine, about 250 h-p, 
two horizontal return tube boilers, 60 in. 
by 18 ft., with fittings. Address 385, care 
Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 





FOR SALE OR TRADE > 
Up-to-date 250 barrel Steam Roller Flour- 
ing Mill, Brick Buildings, located in South- 
ern Minnesota, with established trade on 
Mill Brands, enjoying transit privileges on 
Wheat and Products. Reason for selling, 
owner wants to retire from active business. 
Address 381, Care Northwestern Miller. 








We are large buyers of 
Purified Middlings 
It may pay you to correspond with us. 


CREAM OF WHEAT COMPANY 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 











FOR SALE 


To close an estate. 200 
barre] flour mill with mod- 
ern equipment located in 
best milling section of 
New York state. Reply 
to “Opportunity,” care 
Northwestern Miller, 16 
BeaverSt., NewYork, N.Y. 











LEADING MILLS OF TENNESSEE 





The Northwestern Miller believes the following firms to be thoroughly reliable 
and responsible. No others will knowingly be advertised by it. 





buyers 


Member Millers’ National Federation 


CANOPY FLOUR 


A super-excellent flour for 
discriminating 


Cumberland Mills 


Nashville, Tennessee 








FOR SALE—100-BBL MILL IN GOOD CON- 
dition, steam power, located in western 
Minnesota; plenty of wheat at mill door; 
price $15,000. Address 5, care Northwest- 
ern Miller, Minneapolis. 


FOR SALE—A 175-BBL FLOUR MILL, 
with electric light and power plant, all 
lights and wire in town included; light 
pays for all expenses; a snap for $16,000. 
Address 388, care Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis. 


FOR SALE—A 175-BBL STEAM FLOUR 
mill and 30,000-bu elevator, located best 
wheat section central Missouri; 20 years 
established business; part terms, if neces- 
sary. Address 377, care Northwestern 
Miller, Minneapolis. 











MR. MILL OWNER—CAN YOU USE A 
high-grade aggressive flour salesman? 
Have four years’ successful sales record 
with large mill and two years’ previous 
experience as credit man. For particulars 
address P. O. Box 230, Cleveland, Ohio. 


EXPERIENCED GENERAL MILL AND 
sales-manager seeks position with spring 
wheat mill owner wishing to divide or 
unload responsibility on trustworthy and 
qualified man; best of references. Address 
390, care Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 


AS HEAD MILLER IN MILL OF 300 TO 
1,000 bbls; wide experience in all branches 
of modern milling; well posted in cereal 
milling as well as wheat milling; guaran- 
tee Al results; can come at once. Address 
401, care Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 











WANTED TO CORRESPOND WITH PAR- 
ties needing services of head miller in 
mill of not less than 200 bbis; well quali- 
fied in all departments; best references; 
good reasons for wishing to leave present 
position. Address 409, care Northwestern 
Miller, Minneapolis. 


NEBRASKA MILL PROPERTY FOR SALE 
—The property of the Wahoo Mill Co., 
consisting of 200-bbl mill and 20,000-bu 
elevator, large flour house, steam power 
plant with Corliss engine, will be sold at 
Wahoo, Neb., on Tuesday, Dec. 19, 1916, 
at 2 o’clock p. m., to the highest bidder. 
This property is complete and in running 
order, is located on one-half block of 
deeded land, and on siding of C., B,. & Q. 
R. R., with switch to C. & N. W. Ry. No 
incumbrance. Wahoo is the county seat 
of Saunders County, a town of 2,500 
population, located in the finest wheat belt 
of eastern Nebraska. Further information 
gladly furnished. Ed. Lehmkuhl, trustee, 
Wahoo, Neb. 








MISCELLANEOUS 








WANTED—MODERN FLOUR MILL AT 
Baker, Mont., of not less than 200 bbis; 
excellent wheat, and natural gas for fuel, 
one well in the city limits flowing 3,000,000 
cu ft daily. Baker Chamber of Commerce, 
Baker, Mont. 





CHEMIST AND MECHANICAL ENGINEER, 
university graduate, several years’ experi- 
ence in flour mills in Europe, well ac- 
quainted with German and English sys- 
tems of milling, was superintendent of a 
large flour mill and linseed oil mill in 
Belgium, desires position as chemist in a 
flour mill in this country or any foreign 
country. E. Lammens, 236 West Twenty- 
second Street, New York City. 


FOR SALE—COMPLETE MODERN FLOUR 
blending plant with lease of building, lo- 
cated on the Chicago Junction railway, 
with best switching facilities in Chicago; 
capacity for blending 600 to 600 bbis in 
10 hours; room to store 10,000 bbis of 
flour; all in first-class working order; will 
be vacated soon for larger quarters. Ad- 
dress 389, care Northwestern Miller, Min- 
neapolis. 








Special Agents of Foreign Governments 
and Exporters 


TAKE NOTICE 


Before making your pur- 
chases—write and wire 


LIBERTY MILLS, NASHVILLE, TENN. 


Can furnish large quanti- 
ties flour on short notice. 























Bread is the Staff of Life” Ballard & Bal la rd 
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“HENRY CLAY” is our soft wheat patent. 





Lexingt Mixed F is made from wheat only—no corn bran. 100-Ib Sian. 
at — 1 MEEXINGTON ROLLER MILLS CO., Inc., Lexington, Ky. 




















